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think that I was making a film. And that's very
hard to achieve. Since [ lost a nerve In my
right hand my Index and thumb lngers have
become weak, so | painted this new flm with
my left hand and I think it's the best plece I've
ever done with this hand. I'm encouraged by
that — aflter all, the left hand Is usually ne-
glected; it began to come Into its own when [
began painting with my fingers, finding them
more useful than brushes. Since | didn’t use
the left hand for my past work, it could be a
more direct conduit for the feelings that are
now in me — this was certainly the case with
this film ... Now and again something like this
will slip through me that's got a mysterious,
intangible quality to it like some of Cornell’s
films do, especially the Lorca Serles (A Legend
for Fountains: Fragments) inspired by Poet in
New York. They have a certain is-ness that no
map of the mind can declpher. They simply
exist out there In the world, each flm with a
life of its own.

Ganguly: I'm intrigued by that word you just
used — “nothing.”

Brakhage: [ don't know ... [t's very hard to be
clear. This will sound like I'm mixing religion
with life, but I didn't have a church to go to
when several years ago [ was stuck in Houston
for six weeks. | was 1] and at the bottom of my
life. But | was able to go to the Rothko Chapel,
and [ wasn't going to a church but to these
great paintings, and to me they were about
nothing. They defled verbal description. And
what | felt was distinct from a religlous expe-
rience. They were also very free of any kind of
autoblography. integral each In ftsell and in
relation to each other In this surrounding
aesthetic, so that I felt a sharpening of every-
thing inside me and the need to survive. What
I was having was an experience of nothing, and
nothing exists — take John Cage's silence or
the sllence | once heard in a Kansas cornfield
.. | heard the dominant fifth In my ears and
the beating of my heart. If something out
there can be Inspiring without manipulating
a person without that being with reference to
anything else in the world, be a thing in itself,

then that seems to me an epltome of human
making and experience.

Ganguly: Are you golng to give up titles alto-
gether in the new work?

Brakhage: I'm thinking of grouping some of
these films in a serles called, Naughts and
others In a series called Chartres. But even that
seems an Intruslon, so at some point [ hope
I'll have the good sense to glve up titles
altogether. And the films will be “things”
nobody can categorize verbally ... [ think of
Michelangelo's "unfinished” sculptures in this
respect which are so much more exciting to
me than his David or Moses.

Ganguly: Why "Naughts?”

Brakhage: | don’t really know what “naughts”
means. When I call these films Naughts, I'm
very consclous of the pun with “knots” which
suggesits a crossing ol wires and the fact that
I haven't quite got to where [ hope [ will
someday.

Ganguly: And why the reference to Chartres?

Brakhage: Those are works that came out
absclutely unexpectedly as a result of being at
Chartres Cathedral in 1992 ... I think the rest
of my life will be profoundly affected by the
several hours [ spent there. When [ was at the
Beaubourg Center they even asked me
whether | would be Interested In coming
back to photograph Chartres, and 1 said, yes,
probably in a couple of years. [t could happen
and If It did then [ would take a camera into
Chartres and see what [ could do, but what is
wonderful is that I'm already at work on
Chartres Cathedral without any grants or
even consclously thinking that this Is what
I'm doing. Now | hope there will be more of
these, or there will be more Naughts, or there
will be something else that | won't be able to
fit under elther of those categories, and that
Anally all categorles will collapse and | won't
know what to do.

Suranjan Ganguly teaches film at the University
of Colorado at Boulder.



