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Introduction

John Buridan was a teacher of logic and natural
philosophy at the university of Paris in the early
fourteenth century. His lectures have come down to us in
the form of commentaries on the works of Aristotle. These
commentaries are marked by a liveliness and ingenuity still
evident to modern readers which earned for Buridan in his
own day the reputation as a great teacher and, in later
centuries, established him as an authority in natural
philosophy.

Recent scholarship has taken the study of Buridan's
work beyond its starting point in his physics and cosmology
into his logic, metaphysics, and ethics. This dissertation
examines Buridan's thought in a more characteristically
medieval field, the study of the soul.

For Buridan and other medieval masters of arts con-
cerned with the soul, the three books of Aristotle's De
anima comprised the most authoritative text. Book I
criticized previous theories of the soul. In Book II
Aristotle gave his own theory and discussed the vegetative
and sensitive powers carried out by the soul in living
things.'Book III discussed the soul's intellective and mo-
tive powers.

In his commentary on Book II, of which a text is here

presented, Buridan kept within the areas of inquiry that
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had become standard in the commentary tradition. He reached
some conclusions which were at variance with Aristotle and
made use of material from outside the Aristotelian corpus,
but always with a precedent in the commentary tradition.
Buridan gave special atiention to the concept of sensible
§pecies in the medium between an object and a sense organ
in order to supplement Aristotle's explanation of how
sensible bodies affected sense organs. Buridan was by no
means the first to use species in a commentary on De anima.
He did, however, carry out a detailed investigation of the
nature of species that is reminiscent of Roger Bacon's On

the Multiplication of Species. Buridan seems to have viewed

species as a means of improving the Aristotelian theory of
the soul, much as he viewed the impressed motive force
which he called impetus as a means of improving Aristotle’s
physics. A translation of the question in which Buridan
carried out his investigation of species follows the latin

text of Book II.

John Buridan's date of birth is unknown. Because he
appears as rector of the university at Paris in 1328, and
because the minimum age for incepting in arts at Paris was
twenty-one,l historians have placed the year of his birth

around 1300. Evidence from his later life indicates that he

1. cup, I:78.
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hailed from the diocese of Arras in Picardy. At the
university he belonged to the Picard nation, and he
described Picardy with apparent familiarity in his com-

mentary on Aristotle's Meteorology. Tradition alone names

the town of Bethune as Buridan's birthplace.?2

In a passage in his’commentary on the Meteorology,

Buridan described the destruction of a chapel struck by
lightning while he was in residence in Paris with Cardinal
Lemoine.3 The Cardinal's college was authorized to open a
;chapel by the papacy on 30 August, 1308.4 If it was the
déstruction of the Cardinal's chapel that Buridan was

describing, this date may mark the terminus ante quem for

Buridan's arrival in Paris.5

A document from 1328 refers to the "venerabilem et
discretum virum magistrum Iohannem Buridanum, rectorem
Universitatis supradicte [i.e. Parisius]."® He may not have
served as rector for long, because the 17th century

chronicler Bulaeus lists one M. Robertus de Pilmore as

2. John Dullaert mentioned Bethune in the preface to his
1509 edition of Buridan's Questiones on Aristotle's
Physics.

3. HLF, p. 468.

. HLF, p. 469.

. The passage quoted by Faral begins, "Sic etiam ego
guondam, commorans in domo Cardinalis Monachi, vidi cum
pluribus aliis sociis cadere fulmen super capellam..."
Precisely whose chapel was struck it does not say. Faral
assumed that it was the cardinal's chapel.

6. CUP, 2:306-7, #870.

(S0



xifi

rector in 1328.7 In a document sent to Avignon in 1329
recommending him for a benefice, Buridan is referred to not
as rector but as simply "clericus Atrebatensis". His first
benefice was granted on 2 November, 1330.

By his own testimony, Buridan made at least one
journey to Avignon during the papacy of John XXII
(1316-1334).8 A passage in his commentary on the Ethics
suggests that he may have travelled to Avignon twice taking
a different route each time.9 During one of these journeys,
he observed a hale storm near Mt. Ventoux, an episode he

described in his commentaries on the Meteorology and on De

anima (in Question 18, p. 312). The Liber Procuratorium Na-

tionis Anglicae reports that Buridan was elected rector a

second time in 1340.10 Bylaeus, however, mentions two
rectors during 1340, neither of them Buridan.ll

In 1348 he received a prebend which had been given to

7. Cesar Egasse du Boulay, Historia Universitatis
Parisiensis, tomus quartus, apud Petrum de Bresche,
1668, p. 218.

8. "Unde vidi britonem quedam scholarem qui erat a
nativitate cecus et tamen valde bene et discrete dis-
putabat de logicalibus et naturalibus: et scio quod ipse
fuit ad curiam romanam: quia tunc ego eram ibi tempore
Io. pape: et propter suam pulchram disputationem coram
cardinalibus impetravit vitam suam super abbatiam." Ge-
orgius Lokert, Questiones et decisiones, fol. 29 rb,
from Buridan's questions on De sensu et sensato.

9. M' P 471,

10. vol. I, 41:43.

11. The documents in the CUP mention the rector by name

once in 1340, on 12 January. On that date Symon de
Weuchy, nationis Picardie, was rector.
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the university in 1308 by Iocannes de Thenu. Iocannes had
decreed that the prebend was to be awarded by a committee
consisting of one theologian, two lawyers, one proctor from
each of the four nations, and the rector. That a committee
heterogeneous by nation and by faculty chose Buridan for
this honor demonstrates the high regard in which he was
held by his contemporaries. Thanks to this award, and to
further benefices granted by Popes Benedict XII and Clement

VI, Buridan appears in the Rotuli Universitatis Parisiensis

for 22 May 1349 among those able to maintain themselves
without financial assistance.l2

In 1357, a dispute developed between the English and
the Picards over which nation had the right to conduct the
determination of bachelor John Mast.l3 7he dispute was
solved by a mutual agreement between the nations, worked
out in part by Buridan, over where the geographical
boundary dividing their home territories lay. This docu-
ment, dated 12 July 1358, is the last evidence of Buridan
alive and well.l4 The actual date of his death is unknown.
By the second half of the 15th century the Picards were
celebrating 11 October as his death date, and the English
were supporting "scholari Buridani" who may have been

students allowed to live in the house which Buridan sup-

12. cup, 2:632, #1165.
13. Bulaeus, p. 340.
14. cUP 3:56, #1240.
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posedly bequeathed to the Picards.l5

Many apocryphal stories became part of the Buridan
legend in the centuries after his death. Tales were told of
his dalliance with Joan of Navarre (d. 1309), wife of
Philip the IV,16 of his part in the founding of the
University of Vienna in 1365, and of his expulsion from
Paris with Marsilius of Inghen (d. Paris 1379) for the
teaching of nominalism. Another story described how Buridan
and a Benedictine monk once competed for the favor of the
wife of a German shoemaker. During the bout, Buridan im-
piously struck the monk on the head. When the monk
recovered, he found his capacity for memory much improved.
In spite of their quarrel, he remained on good terms with
Buridan, even after he was elected Pope Clement VI in

1342.17

The range of Buridan's surviving written work extends
over the whole curriculum of arts for his day. He wrote
commentaries on every major Aristotelian treatise including
logic, natural philosophy, metaphysics, and moral

philosophy. He also wrote three original works on logic:

15. HLF, p. 479; LPNA, III, 300:38, 417:44, 653:34.

16. Of this and other such tales, Dullaert (see n. 2)
remarked, "Sed virum tante auctoritatis quippe qui lux
erat parisiensis academie miraque maturitate fulsitum
talibus seipsum dedisse non facile creditum est."

17. HLF, p. 474.




xvi

the Summulae de dialectica (a revision of Peter of Spain's

Summulae Logicales), the Sophismata, and the Consequentiae.

Edmund Faral established a relative chronology between
some of the commentaries by noting which contain references
to others.l8 on this basis he proposed that the Phxsics
preceded the De anima and that the De anima preceded the

Ethics and the Meteorology. Faral noted, however, that

these works are transcriptions of Buridan's lectures.l9 ag
such they were very likely revised from time to time,
thereby allowing changes, such as the insertion in earlier
works of references to later works, which might render in-
accurate a chronology based on cross-reference. An absolute
chronology of Buridan's works is more difficult to
establish due to the few references made in them to reli-
ably datable events, such as Buridan's visit to Avignon
during the papacy of John XXII.

The three original logical works appeared in early
printed editions, as did the questions on the Physics,

Metaphysics, Ethics, and Politics. Georgius Lokert's Ques-

tiones et decisiones contains the questions on De anima and

18. HLF, p. 494.

19. The De anima contains many turns of phrase which sug-
gest that it was read to an audience of students. It
was revised at least once.




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































