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140 PLATO

the jury that they passed the right sentence on you, for anyone who de-
stroys the laws could easily be thought to corrupt the young and the igno-
rant. Or will you avoid cities that are well governed and men who are
civilized? If you do this, will your life be worth living? Will you have social
intercourse with them and not be ashamed to talk to them? And what will
you say? The same as you did here, that virtue and justice are man’s most
precious possession, along with lawful behaviour and the laws? Do you not
think that Socrates would appear to be an unseemly kind of person? One
must think so. Or will you leave those places and go to Crito’s friends in
Thessaly? There you will find the greatest license and disorder, and they
may enjoy hearing from you how absurdly you escaped from prison in
some disguise, in a leather jerkin or some other things in which escapees
wrap themselves, thus altering your appearance. Will there be no one to
say that you, likely to live but a short time more, were so greedy for life

that you transgressed the most important laws? Possibly, Socrates, if you
‘do not annoy anyone, but if you do, many disgraceful things will be said

about you.

“You will spend your time ingratiating yourself with all men, and be at
their beck and call. What will you do in Thessaly but feast, as if you had
gone to a banquet in Thessaly? As for those conversations of yours about
justice and the rest of virtue, where will they be? You say you want to live
for the sake of your children, that you may bring them up and educate
them. How so? Will you bring them up and educate them by taking them
to Thessaly and making strangers of them, that they may enjoy that too?
Or not so, but they will be better brought up and educated here, while you
are alive, though absent? Yes, your friends will look after them. Will they
look after them if you go and live in Thessaly, but not if you go away to the
underworld? If those who profess themselves your friends are any good at
all, one must assume that they will.

“Be persuaded by us who have brought you up, Socrates. Do not value
either your children or your life or anything else more than goodness, in
order that when you arrive in Hades you may have all this as your defence
before the rulers there. If you do this deed, you will not think it better or
more just or more pious here, nor will any one of your friends, nor will it
be better for you when you arrive yonder. As it is, you depart, if you
depart, after being wronged not by us, the laws, but by men; but if you
depart after shamefully returning wrong for wrong and injury for injury,
after breaking your agreement and contract with us, after injuring those
you should injure least—yourself, your friends, your country and us—we
shall be angry with you while you are still alive, and our brothers, the laws
of the underworld, will not receive you kindly, knowing that you tried to
destroy us as far as you could. Do not let Crito persuade you, rather than
us, to do what he says.”

Crito, my dear friend, be assured that these are the words I seem to hear,
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