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108 PLATO

ungodliness, since I have learned from you sufficiently what is godly and
pious and what is not.

FEutHypPHRO: I think, Socrates, that the godly and pious is the part of the
just that is concerned with the care of the gods, while that concerned with
the care of men is the remaining part of justice.

SocrATEs: You seem to me to put that very well, but I still need a bit of
information. I do not know yet what you mean by care, for you do not
mean the care of the gods in the same sense as the care of other things, as,
for example, we say, dont we, that not everyone knows how to care for
horses, but the horse breeder does.

EuTHYPHRO: Yes, I do mean it that way.

SocraTes: So horse breeding is the care of horses.

EuTHYPHRO: Yes.

Socrates: Nor does everyone know how to care for dogs, but the hunter
does.

EutHypHrO: That is so.

SocrATES: So hunting is the care of dogs.

EutHYPHRO: Yes.

SocrATES: And cattle raising is the care of cattle.

EuTtrYPHRO: Quite so.

Socrates: While piety and godliness is the care of the gods, Euthyphro.
Is that what you mean?

EutHYPHRO: It is.

SocratEes: Now care in each case has the same effect; it aims at the good
and the benefit of the object cared for, as you can see that horses cared for
by horse breeders are benefited and become better. Or do you not think so?

EutHYPHRO: I do. ‘

SocraTEs: So dogs are benefited by dog breeding, cattle by cattle raising,
and so with all the others. Or do you think that care aims to harm the
object of its care?

EutHYPHRO; By Zeus, no.

Socrates: It aims to benefit the object of its care?

EuthypHuro: Of course.

SocraTEs: Is piety then, which is the care of the gods, also to benefit the
gods and make them better? Would you agree that when you do something
pious you make some one of the gods better?

EutHYPHRO: By Zeus, no.

Socrartes: Nor do I think that this is what you mean—far from it—but
that is why I asked you what you meant by the care of gods, because I did
not believe you meant this kind of care.

EutHYPHRO: Quite right, Socrates, that is not the kind of care I mean.

Socrates: Very well, but what kind of care of the gods would piety be?

EurnypHRro: The kind of care, Socrates, that slaves take of their masters.

Socrartes: | understand. It is likely to be a kind of service of the gods.
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EuTHYPHRO: Quite so.

Socrates: Could you tell me to the achievement of what goal service to
ctors tends? It is not, do you think, to achieving health?

EvrayrHro: Clearly, Socrates, to the building of a ship.
j, SOCRATES: And service to housebuilders to the building of a house?
. EUTHYPHRO: Yes.
Socrates: Tell me then, my good sir, to the achievement of what aim
jpes service to the gods tend? You obviously know since you say that you,
f all men, have the best knowledge of the divine.
fi EuTHYPHRO: And | am telling the truth, Socrates.
. SOCRATES: Tell me then, by Zeus, what is that excellent aim that the gods
i-gchieve, using us as their servants?
EutHYPHRO: Many fine things, Socrates.
::SocraTEs: So do generals, my friend. Nevertheless you could easily tell
e their main concern, which is to achieve victory in war, is it not?
EutHYPHRO: Of course.
Socrates: The farmers too, I think, achieve many fine things, but the
ain point of their efforts is to produce food from the earth.
EutHYPHRO: Quite so.
g Socrates: Well then, how would you sum up the many fine things that
¢ the gods achieve?
{ EutnypHRro: I told you a short while ago, Socrates, that it is a consider-
‘ able task to acquire any precise knowledge of these things, but, to put it
- simply, I say that if a man knows how to say and do what is pleasing to the
¥ gods at prayer and sacrifice, those are pious actions such as preserve both
} private houses and public affairs of state. The opposite of these pleasing
¥ actions are impious and overturn and destroy everything.
' Socrates: You could tell me in far fewer words, if you were willing, the
sum of what I asked, Euthyphro, but you are not keen to teach me, that is
; clear. You were on the point of doing so, but you turned away. If you had
§ given that answer, I should now have acquired from you sufficient knowl-
i edge of the nature of piety. As it is, the lover of inquiry must follow his
' beloved wherever it may lead him. Once more then, what do you say that
piety and the pious are? Are they a knowledge of how to sacrifice and
pray?

EutaYPHRO: They are.

Socrartes: To sacrifice is to make a gift to the gods, whereas to pray is to
beg from the gods?

EutnypHRO: Definitely, Socrates. ;

Socrates: It would follow from this statement that piety would be a
knowledge of how to give to, and beg from, the gods.
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