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Schedule of Lecture Topics, Readings, and Dates for Papers, Exercises and Exams 
Note: if a reading is listed for a particular date, that's the date on which you must have the reading done! 
 
Week  Topic, (Reading) 
 

  Week #6 
  Sep. 28 Meditation IV (slideshow and discussion) 
 
  Sep. 30 Meditation 6 cont’d: wrapping up Descartes. Intro to Leibniz. (no new readings; Third  Reading 

Summary Due) 
 

**Topics for First Paper Available on Website** 
 
  Week #7 
  Oct. 5 Leibniz's world: The Monadology.  (Handout #3) 
 
  Oct. 7 More Monadology.  The actual world is the best of all possible worlds!  You ain't nothing but a Pangloss:  

Critical analysis of Leibniz's argument (Handout #4; Fourth  Reading Summary Due). 
 

PART II:  EMPIRICISM 
 
  Week #8 
  Oct. 12 Locke against innate ideas. (Essay, Book I, Chapter II, §1-28) 
 

Oct. 14 More on Locke against innate ideas; Locke on acquired ideas and mental powers. (Fifth Reading 
Summary Due) (Essay, Book II, Chapter I, §1-9 inclusive; Book II, Chapter II, §1-3, Chapter III, §1-2, 
Chapter IV, §1-6, Chapter V, §1 + intro; Chapter VI, §1-2, Chapter IX, §8-15; Chapter X, §1-3, Chapter 
XI, §1-17; Chapter XII,. §1-8; Chapter XXII, §1-8. 

 
  Week #9 
  Oct. 19 Locke on acquired ideas and mental powers.  (no new readings) 
 

Oct. 21 Locke on qualities and substances and Locke on consciousness and personal identity. (Sixth Reading 
Summary Due) (Essay, Book II, Chapter VIII, §7-26, Chapter XXIII, §1-37; Book II, Chapter I, §10-25; 
Chapter XXVII, §1-29) 

 
  Week #10 
  Oct. 26 Hume's "mental geography" and theory of ideas. (Enquiry, Author’s Advertisement, Section I, Section II) 
 
  Oct. 29 Hume’s theory of judgment and the strategy for his critique of the rationalist principle of sufficient reason, 

and the idea of a causal relationship. (Handout #5; Seventh Reading Summary Due) (Enquiry, Section 
III, IV, Parts I&II; Section V, Part I&II, Section VI, Section VII, Part I&II) 

 
Oct. 30 (Sunday) 

**First Paper Due** 
 

  Week #11 
  Nov. 2 Critical analysis of Hume’s theory of causation and Hume’s Attack on Induction. (Handout #6) 
 

Nov. 4 Finishing Hume….Introduction to Berkeley’s extreme reaction to Locke, known as Phenomenalism or 
Berkeleyan Idealism (Eighth Reading Summary Due) 
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  Week #12 
 
  Nov. 9 Berkeley on Perception, Existence and Human Knowledge. (Ninth Reading Summary Due) 
 

PART III:  BEYOND RATIONALISM AND EMPIRICISM 
 
  Nov. 11 Finishing Berkeley; Reid's (and other's) attack on the “idea”-idea.  What Descartes, Hume, Locke and 

Berkeley all assumed about the nature of ideas. 
 

**Topics for Second Paper Available on Website** 
 
  Week #13 
  Nov. 16 The Old problem of Objectivity: Kant's Copernican revolution and the reconciliation of rationalism and 

empiricism and the New problem of Objectivity. (Handouts #7-#8)  
 
  Nov. 18 The Transcendental Aesthetic and transcendental idealism. (Tenth Reading Summary Due) 
 
  Week #14 
  Nov. 23 Fall Break 
 
  Nov. 25 Thanksgiving Break 
 
  Week #15 
  Nov. 30 Transcendental Aesthetic (continued) and The Refutation of Idealism:  Kant's reply to Descartes and 

Berkeley and The Logical Deduction/Metaphysical Deduction. 
 

  Dec. 2 The Transcendental Deduction. (Eleventh Reading Summary Due) 
 
Week #16 
Dec. 7 Transcendental Deduction cont’d (no new readings) 
 
Dec. 9 The Second Analogy: Kant's reply to Hume. Kant review. Profound conclusions (Twelfth Reading 
Summary Due) 
 

**Second Paper Due Dec. 9 at 5 p.m.** 
 

**Final Exam Distributed on CU Learn on Dec. 13 (due on Dec. 15 at 4:30 pm)** 
 

**Optional revised paper and final exam due at Final Exam Meeting (Dec. 15 at 4:30 p.m. in classroom)** 
 
 


