NSSE doings May 1 2010 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lou McClelland, Colorado, caretaker 		AAUDE_NSSE_20110501.docx 

The site http://www.colorado.edu/pba/surveys/nsse-aaude/index.htm continues as the home of NSSE – AAUDE doings.  It’s linked-to from the exchange item page on the AAUDE site.  It has considerable public information, including lists of participants, user guide to the data, codebooks, participation agreement for data sharing, and a description of the longitudinal shared data.  Shared data are open only to those AAU institutions which have within the past 5 years participated in NSSE and authorized NSSE to release data to AAUDE.  

NSSE now does a census, not sample, for large institutions by default.  Hooray!  Consequently the N of responses we get now is greatly increased.  

CONSORTIUM and OPTIONAL QUESTION USE 

NSSE again changed consortium and optional question procedures, failing to remind AAU’s registering for participation that they could opt for the AAUDE optional questions.  I will try to remind all in September. 

AAU participants in spring 2011: 
	unitid
	NSSE 2011 Participant
	using aaude q's

	151351
	Indiana University Bloomington
	

	153603
	Iowa State University
	x

	153658
	University of Iowa
	

	160755
	Tulane University of Louisiana
	x

	163286
	University of Maryland-College Park
	x

	174066
	University of Minnesota-Twin Cities
	x

	196088
	University at Buffalo, State University of New York
	

	196097
	Stony Brook University
	x

	214777
	Penn State University - University Park
	

	228723
	Texas A&M University
	

	234076
	University of Virginia
	

	236948
	University of Washington-Seattle
	

	240444
	University of Wisconsin-Madison
	x

	24002000
	McGill University
	

	35015001
	University of Toronto
	



Related actions 
· NSSE will allow any AAU to ask AAUDE optional questions; the institution must opt for this in registering (or later).  The schools marked ‘x’ above did so opt.  
· Be included in the “AAUDE consortium” in NSSE reports to institutions. – Usually only those asking AAUDE q’s are included; we asked for ’11 that Buffalo be included too because it didn’t get signed up in fall.   I think also that only those who ask AAUDE questions, see AAUDE as a comparison group on their reports from NSSE. 
· Releasing data to Lou, for our longitudinal AAUDE NSSE dataset.  This is INDEPENDENT of whether AAUDE q’s were used.   We get data (called “data sharing”) from all US AAU participants who have a still-valid data sharing agreement on file with Lou and with NSSE (I send them to NSSE).     The list of who has agreements on file, and when they expire, is at http://www.colorado.edu/pba/surveys/nsse-aaude/Partic.xlsx 
· For ’11 participants: We should get data from NSSE for all except McGill and Toronto (who have their own Canadian group and a somewhat different form).  I need participation/data sharing agreement only from Penn State – all others are still valid and on file.  Penn State: The agreement is at http://www.colorado.edu/pba/surveys/nsse-aaude/ParticForm.doc.  Sign, scan, and send to me to enable access to the longitudinal data.  
· Only those participating and sharing data within the last 5 years are allowed access to AAUDE/NSSE longitudinal data, stored at Colorado as SAS datasets.  These are described on http://www.colorado.edu/pba/surveys/nsse-aaude/index.htm. 
· We typically post the updated data in Nov or Dec.  


OPTIONAL QUESTIONS

AAUDE developed optional questions following NSSE guidelines in 2000.  There are 20 questions, all multiple choice with up to 9 alternatives listed.  The optional questions are shown at http://www.colorado.edu/pba/surveys/nsse-aaude/codebook/CodebookAAUDE08.pdf.  

The 20 questions were designed to qualify AAUDE as a consortium and to ask questions relevant to large research U’s but not covered in NSSE.   E.g, academic advising.  

The optional-question data are potentially of great use -- In 2010 almost 25,000 students at 8 schools responded to the q's, so they're potentially a very useful source of info.   http://www.colorado.edu/pba/surveys/nsse-aaude/aaudeq.htm  shows use by school by year.  

The questions have had minor wording changes since 2000.  And we did review pretty thoroughly in Sept 2007, with analyses of 8 years’ worth.  However, they have had no substantive revision to reflect 
· Things added by NSSE itself to the base questionnaire 
· Changes in AAUDE-school emphases, needs

Each year, 1 or 2 AAUDE people ask about revising the optionals.  It’s always too late – registration is in August/Sept and we have to have final optional q’s to NSSE in October.  

Therefore, I am soliciting volunteers – 2 or 3 – to draft a proposed revision.  This would involve 
· Checking with NSSE on constraints – still 20?  Any open-comment possible?  Still 9 alternatives? 
· Checking NSSE base questions for overlap – and NSSE plans for 2012 and 13.  
· Weighing the longitudinal value vs. value of change. 
· Then checking with recent/upcoming users and non-users.  
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