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PREVIOUS COMMISSION ACTION RE: REPORT: A progress report due on 4/1/03 focused
on the use of assessment as a tool to improve undergraduate and graduate student learning
and for institutional improvement.

ITEMS ADDRESSED IN REPORT: The University of Colorado at Boulder report on the above
topics was received at The Higher Learning Commission office on 3/31/03.

STAFE ANALYSIS: The report of the April 2000 evaluation visit to the University of Colorado at
Boulder (CU-Boulder) recommended that the progress report focus on steps the University has
taken to institutionalize assessment in undergraduate and graduate education. The University’s
response was a 22-page report on the three-years of its efforts to strengthen its academic
assessment processes and commitment. It described the procedural changes that support
faculty assessment efforts and the results to date, and noted that supporting materials and
reports could be viewed on the campus assessment website at
www.Colorado.edu/pba/outcomes.

The Assessment Oversight Committee (AOC) was charged to re-examine existing practices,
recommend strategies where change is warranted, and improve effectiveness of assessment
practices. The AOC provides leadership for assessment on the campus and gives guidance,
assistance, encouragement, and budgetary support for assessment practices. Its activities,
goals, and success have included:

Maintain each program area’s focus on student leaming outcomes

Integrate the assessment of student learning outcomes with the institution’s program
review process with regular reports on assessment activities and results

Develop an expertise on national patterns and best practices in assessment

Manage a budget ($50,000)

Post to website, the assessment reports of individual units.







