


The overwhelming feeling of
independence I felt upon arrival
at the University of Colorado my

freshman year is a feeling that still res-
onates today. Freedom is something all
eager 18-year-olds strive for throughout
their pre-collegiate lives. The freedom
to live your life as you choose comes with
the gratifying responsibility of prioritizing
your scholastic, social, work, and
extracurricular life.

Despite the advice and warnings of
my parents and mentors, a vital compo-
nent of my development into an “adult”
was to push the limits, to establish my
own boundaries, and to learn for myself
the lessons to be gained from spending
time with friends rather than school-
work. I experimented with just how
many hours it took me to write a 10-
page paper and if I could start it at 11
p.m. the evening before it was due and
still turn it in on time. I pushed the en-
velope to discover just how much class I
actually needed to attend. By my soph-
omore year, I knew exactly how long it
took to get up and down the moun-
tains, to ensure a half-day of skiing be-
fore my afternoon classes, and how
long it took for me to read a 300-page
book. Maximizing my social life with-
out causing detriment to my scholastic
life soon became a balancing act, that,
after years of perfecting, I finally felt
comfortable with.

A few slip-ups netted valuable lessons
about things to avoid, and by my senior
year I had maintained that balance well
enough to find a passion in my studies,
and secure a bright future through an in-
ternship with the United Nations pend-
ing my graduation, with the prospects of

grad school in the near future. As gradua-
tion rapidly approached, I felt ready to
move on to the next stage of my life.

Then everything changed in an in-
stant. Never in a million years could I
have predicted the effects of a poor deci-
sion and how drastically my future could
change. Just months before the end of
the school year, I chose to drink and
drive, and was arrested for a DUI. Not
even after spending the night in jail
could I imagine the downward spiral
about to take place. After pleading guilty,
I was faced with a number of sanctions
that were a bit more than the slap on the
wrist I was used to. Hefty fines aside, I
was ordered to attend intensive alcohol
therapy, endure house arrest (ankle
bracelet and all), undergo daily moni-
tored sobriety tests, complete extensive
community service, and do actual “hard”
jail time. All of this was nonnegotiable
and would take close to a year to com-
plete. My sentence was bad, even trau-
matizing. Spending time in jail was a
pretty serious wake-up call and con-
vinced me of the drastic nature of this
incident, as if the shame and fear of
knowing that I could have killed some-
one, or even myself, wasn’t enough. Un-
certainty about my future and the fear it
spawned was what scared me most, not
jail. Now that I am one of those people
who has to check the “yes” box” on ap-
plications when asked if I’ve ever been
arrested, my résumé will not be as im-
pressive as I hoped. All this was bad
enough but then I faced the reality of the
university’s response to myactions.

I violated the University of Colorado
Student Conduct Code. I put others and
myself at risk and broke the law. These

are not things CU takes lightly, nor
should they. I was now facing suspension.
One can imagine the sickening feeling
that goes along with the embarrassment,
shame, and guilt that accompany suspen-
sion. Moreover, if a suspension did, in
fact, take place my graduation would be
delayed, I would lose credit for all my
hard work during my final semester at
school (not to mention the tuition I
paid), and most seriously, my once-in-a-
lifetime internship would be lost. All of
this was on top of the court-ordered
sanctions. Obviously, I had made a very
costly mistake and paid a great price for
the lessons learned.

By the grace of whomever and despite
the very real possibility of a suspension
from CU, I was given the opportunity to
redeem myself. I endured a very stress-
ful, very long, nerve-racking process
with the CU Office of Judicial Affairs. I
often felt that all was lost. Nevertheless,
as my Judicial Affairs Hearing Board
concluded, I was given a second chance. I
was directed to reflect on my experience,
collect my thoughts, and compose a mes-
sage that could be shared with others so
that they might learn from my error in
judgment. This is my message.

I was very, very lucky. The root of
my frustration and anxiety comes from
knowing how easily all of this could
have been avoided. There are daily
reminders of the fact that only I have
control over my actions. I often reflect
on what horrible things could have oc-
curred as a result of my error and the
fact that a DUI is forever on my record,
come with it what may. Today, the
admonition “think before you act” has
never held so much weight for me.
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DUI: a difficult lesson learned

This piece is the result of one of the sanctions imposed upon the
author as the result of a Judicial Affairs Hearing Board (JAHB) I served
on last spring. I participate in five to six boards each year. I also read
numerous appeals students submit to the Office of Judicial Affairs in
response to sanctions imposed for violating the student code of con-
duct. I decided to become a judicial affairs volunteer so that I could
help parents understand the student conduct system. One of the most
important observations I have of this system is that each case working
its way through the student conduct process is evaluated and consid-
ered on its own merits. Such was the approach taken in the case of

the student who submitted this article. Some of the key elements of
the conduct process are that students be held accountable and take
responsibility for their actions and, most importantly, that they be
given a chance to learn from their mistakes. Student development is
fundamental to the conduct process. During this student’s JAHB, it
was clear that the student had been held accountable, was remorse-
ful, and wanted to make meaningful amends. Recognizing this, as
one of the sanctions imposed, members of the JAHB decided to direct
the student to write a piece on the experience so that others could
learn from the student’s mistake. This article is the result.

About this article . . .
by George “Barney” Ballinger, director of Parent Relations
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We invite you to join other CU-Boulder parents
and families for a special weekend on campus
during one of Boulder’s most beautiful seasons.
This annual fall event provides an opportunity
for you to visit your student’s campus home, talk
with university staff, attend classes and special
presentations, tour the campus, cheer the Colo-
rado Buffaloes on to a Big XII football victory,
and meet other CU-Boulder families.

We offer online registration for your conven-
ience. Visit www.colorado.edu/familyweekend

to get more info and to register (there is also a
registration form on the next page).We encour-
age you to register for the events you want to
attend as soon as possible since admission to
some of the most popular events is limited.

Don’t Miss Family Weekend 2008!
October 17–19

Friday
• 11th Annual Family Weekend Golf Tournament, Indian Peaks

Golf Course (9:00 a.m.)

• Welcome Luncheon, University Memorial Center (noon)

• Third Annual Fall Convocation Ceremony, Old Main Chapel
(1:30 p.m.)

• Pearl Street Buffalo Stampede, Boulder’s Pearl Street Mall
(7:00 p.m.)

Saturday
• First Annual University Forum, Grusin Music Hall (9:00 a.m.)

• Pre-game Brunch, University Memorial Center (start time TBD)

• CU-Kansas State Football Game (kick-off TBD)

Sunday
• Second Annual Buffalo Family Stampede, a 5K Fun Run/Walk,

Balch Plaza (9:00 a.m.)

Please contact the Office of Parent Relations with general questions (phone: 303-492-1380;
e-mail: parents@colorado.edu

Registration will be open until October 6, but events fill up so don’t wait.
Call CU Conference Services at 303-492-5151 with questions related to registration.

We hope to CU in October!

Some Family Weekend 2008 Highlights



9

R E G I S T R AT I O N F O R M
Family Weekend 2008, October 17–19, Boulder, Colorado
Save Time; Register Online! www.colorado.edu/familyweekend

Section 1: Event Registration
Write all registrant names below, even if not signing up for specific events. Every person attending Family Weekend will need a name badge to enter events, meals, or activities.

Sun. 10/19
Family Weekend Sat. 10/18 Fri. 10/17 Fri. 10/17 Fri. 10/17 Sat. 10/18 5k Family Fun T-shirts

Registration Football tickets Golf Golf Lunch Brunch Run/Walk (Fun Run T-shirts,
fee $45 $40 $105 Avg. score $15 $15 $15 one per runner)

1._________________________________ � #____ � ____ � � � � � � �
Primary Parent
List only one parent here: your registration
packet will be filed under this name on site.

2._________________________________ � ____ � � � � � � �
CU Student

3._________________________________ � ____ � � � � � � �
Other Attendee

4._________________________________ � ____ � � � � � � �
Other Attendee

5._________________________________ � ____ � � � � � � �
Other Attendee

6._________________________________ � ____ � � � � � � �
Other Attendee

Event totals $__45.00 + $______ + $______ + $______ + $______ + $______ = $______Total Cost

Section 2: Contact Information for Primary Parent Listed in Section 1.

Mailing address _______________________________________________ City __________________________________ State __________ Zip ____________

Day phone ( _____ ) __________________________ Fax ( _____ ) ______________________________ E-mail _______________________________________

� I have a special-need disability. We will contact you. Please allow at least two weeks for arrangements to be made.
� I need parking on Friday, October 17.

Section 3: Payment
Mail-in registrations may be paid by credit card, check, or money order. Please check and complete the applicable section below:
� Credit card (MasterCard, VISA, American Express, or Discover only)

By signature below, I authorize CU to charge amount ordered on this form whether or not my calculations were correct.

Card number _________________________________________ Expiration date ________________________

Name on card _________________________________________________ Signature _____________________________________________________________

� Check or Money Order: Complete the following and make checks payable to University of Colorado.

Check number _____________________ Amount $ ___________________ Name on check _______________________________________________________

Return your completed registration form and payment to:
website: www.colorado.edu/familyweekend • fax: 303-492-5959 • mail: University of Colorado, Housing/Finance, Hallett 89, 154 UCB, Boulder CO 80309-0154
Registration assistance only: e-mail, confreg@housing.colorado.edu, or phone 303-492-5151.
All other questions: 303-492-1380. 24-hour Family Weekend recorded information: 303-735-4020. Information e-mail: parents@colorado.edu.

• Students will have classes Friday, October 17. Talk to them about their
schedule before signing them up for any events.

• Payment for all events and the nonrefundable registration fee must accompany
each registration form.

• Registrations must be received by Monday, October 6. After this date,
registrations will only be processed on-site at the event, with the registration fee
increasing to $50.

• Event ticket refunds will not be made for cancellations received after October 6.

• The registration fee is nonrefundable.

• Write names as you wish them to appear on the name badges, omitting middle
names and initials.

• Name badges are required for access to all Family Weekend events and meals.

• Register all who will be attending any event. Students and other siblings are
welcome to attend all events with you. Please include their names and fees
with your registration. EXCEPTION: If you want to sit with another family at
the football game, you must add their tickets to your registration. These fami-
lies must register separately to receive name badges and admittance to events
other than the football game. Their football tickets will be in your on-site
registration packet.

$45 registration fee applies if received by October 6. After October 6, registration can
only be done on-site at the event. The registration fee increases to $50.

S M L XL

S M L XL

S M L XL

S M L XL

S M L XL

S M L XL
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In January, the CU Parents
Association (CUPA) launched the
CU Proud Award to recognize

CU-Boulder students who by their
actions, often in less than ideal circum-
stances, make CU proud to have them
as members of its student body. Steven
DeGroot, a midshipman in CU’s Naval
ROTC program, was the inaugural
recipient (see the article in the spring
2008 edition of CU Parent). CUPA has
honored six additional students since
the first presentation in February:

Mario Flores, a senior ethnic studies
major, worked tirelessly to bring indi-
viduals and groups together and to help
the Boulder campus be a more welcom-
ing place. He served in student govern-
ment and demonstrated a passion for
the continued development of the mul-
ticultural Greek Community. He also
worked at the Student Outreach and
Retention Center for Equity, ensuring
that CU’s future will include students
with a variety of cultural perspectives
and backgrounds.

Galen Brown, a sophomore environmen-
tal engineering major, was instrumental
in bringing “Focus the Nation,” a na-
tional teach-in engaging millions of stu-
dents in discussions of climate change
solutions, to the University of Colorado.
Galen formed a vision for the project,
developed a plan, and attained high level
support and endorsement for the initia-
tive. Held on January 31, “Focus the
Nation” was a resounding success.

Bryan Cercy, a senior communications
major, commanded CU’s Army ROTC
Cadet Battalion and engaged in a vari-
ety of off-campus volunteer activities.
He served as a fireman on the Boulder
Emergency Squad, a tutor/teacher at
Flatirons Elementary School, and as a
volunteer coach for Columbine High
School’s Roller Hockey Team.

Andrew Samborski, a senior mechani-
cal engineering major, demonstrated
exceptional courage and calm under
pressure when he observed a fire at the
Gold Run residential complex. Andrew
woke up residents, helped them evacu-
ate, and notified the Boulder Police and
Fire Departments of the emergency.
Andrew’s action averted disaster and
the potential for injury and loss of life.

Transito “Tito”Torres, a sophomore ma-
joring in both math and women’s stud-
ies, immersed himself in both student
and dorm life and lives by the creed
that campus means community. “Tito”
is a committed resident advisor and
Smith Hall International Program
mentor who is determined to make the
most of his education and return to his
neighborhood in California, where only
five percent of the youth attend college,
to help others achieve their dreams.

Emily Renaud, a freshman majoring
in international affairs, distinguished

herself as a student, athlete, and active
participant in leadership and philan-
thropic activities. An active Air Force
ROTC cadet, Emily leads the unit’s
12-person drill team and was an active
participant service in initiatives ranging
from a memorial service honoring the
crews of the space shuttles Challenger
and Columbia to “Relay for Life,” a
24-hour event designed to raise money
and awareness for cancer research.

CU Proud Award nominations can be
submitted by anyone, within or outside
of the university community. The
award is given on an ongoing basis
as nominations are received and
approved. More information about the
CU Proud Award and a nomination
form are available at www.colorado.edu/

parentrelations/programs.html or by con-
tacting the Office of Parents Relations
at 303-492-1380.

CU Proud Award

Left to right: Emily Renaud, Andrew Samborski, and Transito Torrez. Photo courtesy of Dennis Kinde.
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Norlin Learning Commons:
24/7 access for students

A s parents, we know that our students are not only early adopters of
emerging technologies such as laptops, wireless networking, and the use of
social networking software and websites; they also like to study and interact

at all hours of the day. The first phase of remodeling the 70-year-old Norlin Library
will include a 24/7 study hub on campus. The first-floor Learning Commons, to be
located on the east side of Norlin, is a joint project of the University Libraries and
Information Technology Services. The 15,050-square-foot learning commons will
include flexible work spaces for both collaborative and individual study, an improved
Writing Center, a technology classroom, and a 24-hour coffee shop. There will also
be a relaxed “hot topics” area with a TV where students can take breaks to read
magazines or catch game highlights on ESPN or headlines on CNN.

Funding for the $5 millon learning commons comes from a combination of stu-
dent-technology fees, donations from the CU Parent Fund, the United Govern-
ment of Graduate Students and a senior class gift, campus cash reserves, and other
private gifts. The commons is expected to be completed in late spring 2010. For
more information you can visit ucblibraries.colorado.edu/learningcommons/index.htm.

Flagship 2030
task forces
work on plan
recommendations

The progress made on our
strategic plan, Flagship 2030:
Serving Colorado, Engaged in

the World, is remarkable not only in its
breadth and scope but also in terms of
the involvement of the university com-
munity. The nine Flagship 2030 task
forces worked diligently throughout the
summer to prepare implementation
action plans by September. In May the
task forces presented progress reports to
Provost Phil DiStefano and Senior Vice
Chancellor Ric Porreca, and are on tar-
get for their September deadline. Some
initiatives will have a shorter timeline to
implementation than others. The goal is
not to simply print the plan and leave it
on a shelf, but instead to use it as a
method by which we can continually
prioritize and measure everything we
do. Updates may be found on our
website, www.colorado.edu/flagship2030,
and input is welcome and encouraged.
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When the phone rings this
fall and you see it’s the CU
Foundation calling, you may

find yourself in a friendly conversation
with Tim, a biochemistry major from
Lakewood, CO, or Calvin, an English
literature major from Clairemont, NH,
or Courtney, a prejournalism major
from Denver. These students work in
the RuffaloCODY call center to raise
money for the Parent Fund. The Par-
ent Fund provides private support to
programs that directly benefit your stu-
dent’s college experience in four areas
of student affairs programming: campus
safety, student development, experien-
tial learning, and the Parent Program.
“The best part about calling parents is
talking with them about what their stu-
dent likes best about CU. I also like
getting advice from them about their
own college experience,” Calvin said.

Each fall, CU students call parents
to provide a campus update, answer
your questions, tell you about the
Parent Fund and ask for your support.
“The Parent Fund is important because

it funds programs and services that stu-
dents actually use,” Courtney said. Last
year, Parent Fund gifts supported pro-
grams and services such as Career Serv-
ices, the Institute for Ethical and Civic
Engagement, and several non-alcoholic
late night activities on campus such as
battle of the bands, Poetry Slam, and
CU Idol. Parent gifts also funded Par-
ent Program initiatives such as CU
Parent Association Grants and Scholar-
ships. Last year, CUPA awarded over
$100,000 to many deserving students
and student groups whose projects
build community, promote diversity,
and improve student safety.

“I am grateful to parents who donate
because it means we as students have
access to important free services that
we can take advantage of and that make
CU feel more like a small community,
Tim said. “ When I talk with parents I
tell them about campus safety. I study at
the Law Library and live on The Hill.
Parents always ask me how I get home.
NightRide, which offers free rides from
anywhere in Boulder to your residence

hall or apartment, is always dependable.
I like sharing this information with
parents so they can tell their son or
daughter to use it.”

Parents have a strong tradition of
supporting the university’s Parent
Fund. Last year, the Parent Fund raised
over $700,000 for campus programs
and activities. You as parents are impor-
tant stakeholders in the university and
make a difference in your student’s
experience at CU.

For more information about the
Parent Fund, contact Abby Redwine,
development associate for Campus
Programs and the Parent Fund, at 303-

492-3901 or via e-mail at abby.redwine@

cufund.org.
If you’d like to make a gift online, visit

www.cufund.org and click on Boulder

Campus, Parent Fund. If your student is
interested in becoming a student caller,
contact Erin Joubert at erin.joubert

@ruffalocody.com.

By Abby Redwine, CU Parent Fund

A cause they believe in: their CU experience

Calvin Hughes, biochemistry major Courtney Thornton, prejournalism major
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A s always, a new academic year
means a new athletic year is
also upon the university, and

there is excitement in the air with the
football program.

Coach Dan Hawkins is in his third
season directing the Buffaloes, and af-
ter a 2–10 record his first season, he led
the Buffs to a 6–6 mark in year two, in-
cluding wins over both Oklahoma and
Nebraska in the same season for just
the fifth time in CU history. They
earned an invitation to the Independ-
ence Bowl but lost to Alabama, 30–24
(making a gallant comeback after
trailing 27–0 in the second quarter).

Football is special at the University
of Colorado. We have one of the most
beautiful stadiums in the nation in Fol-
som Field; it’s located right in the heart
of campus and most students have just a
short walk to the game.

Then there’s Ralphie, our live
buffalo mascot, annually voted the best
live mascot in the business. This season
not only marks the 75th year that CU’s
sports teams have been known as the

Buffaloes, but it will mark the debut of
Ralphie V leading the team onto the
field at the start of our homegames and
at the beginning of the second half. It is
truly one of the most exciting moments
in college football.

The season kicks off with the annual
Colorado State game, which will take
place in Denver at Invesco Field at Mile
High on Sunday, August 31. Most
students take RTD buses down to the
game. Two home games that stand out
on the six-game schedule at Folsom
Field are a Thursday night battle against
West Virginia (September 18) and the
Big 12 Conference opener against Texas
(October 4). The West Virginia game
will be televised nationally by ESPN and
is our “Blackout” game, where we ask
fans to wear black—a new tradition
begun just last year.

For ticket information, visit the
official website of CU Athletics at
www.CUBuffs.com.

By Dave Plati, Athletics media relations
director

Buffs gear up for football season

CU Buff Football
Schedule 2008–09
Sunday, Aug. 31, COLORADO STATE
5:30 p.m. at Denver

Saturday, Sept. 6, EASTERN
WASHINGTON
1:30 p.m. at BOULDER

Thursday, Sept. 18, WEST VIRGINIA
6:30 p.m. at BOULDER

Saturday, Sept. 27, Florida State
at Jacksonville, FL

HOMECOMING
Saturday, Oct. 4, TEXAS
TBA at BOULDER

Saturday, Oct. 11, Kansas
TBA at Lawrence, KS

FAMILY WEEKEND
Saturday, Oct 18, KANSAS STATE
TBA at BOULDER

Saturday, Oct. 25, Missouri
TBA at Columbia, MO

Saturday, Nov. 1, Texas A&M
TBA at College Station, TX

Saturday, Nov. 8, IOWA STATE
TBA at BOULDER

Saturday, Nov. 15, OKLAHOMA STATE
TBA at BOULDER

Friday, Nov. 28, Nebraska
1:30 p.m. at Lincoln, NE
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Printed on recycled paper

The University of Colorado does not discrimi-
nate on the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex, age, disability, creed, religion,
sexual orientation, or veteran status in
admission and access to, and treatment and
employment in, its educational programs
and activities.

Sign up for the CU Parent
E-Connection!
Do you want to receive regular e-mail up-
dates on CU policies, programs, and news
of interest to parents? If you do, you can
subscribe by simply completing the applica-
tion form on page 15 and mailing it to
Parent Relations, University of Colorado at
Boulder, 120 UCB, Boulder, CO 80309 or
faxing it to 303-492-0039.

Your contact information will remain in
the Office of Parent Relations and will not
be shared or used for any other purpose
than providing you e-mail updates.

If you have any questions about the
program, don’t hesitate to contact George
“Barney” Ballinger or Joyce Kinde at
parents@colorado.edu or via telephone at
303-492-1380.

Changing your address
If you are currently listed on your student’s
record, your student can change your
address using PLUS. To add a parent name or
an additional address not currently on their
record, students must e-mail the Office of
the Registrar at address@colorado.edu.
Students need to provide the following:

• The name and address of the parent(s)
they wish to add

• The last 4 digits of their student ID
number

Fall Semester 2008
Residence halls open (10:00 a.m.)............ Aug. 21

Classes begin (8:00 a.m.) .......................... Aug. 25

Labor Day ................................................... Sept. 1

Family Weekend................................... Oct. 17–19

Fall Break ............................................. Nov. 24–26

Thanksgiving Break ............................. Nov. 27–28

Last day of classes...................................... Dec. 12

Final exams .......................................... Dec. 13–18

Commencement ........................................ Dec. 19

Residence halls close (10:00 a.m.)............. Dec. 19

Spring Semster 2009
Residence halls open (10:00 a.m.) ............... Jan. 7

Classes begin (8:00 a.m.)............................ Jan. 12

Martin Luther King Jr. Day ........................ Jan. 19

Tuition deadline (6:00 p.m.) ...................... Jan. 21

Spring Break ..................................... March 23–27

Last day of classes........................................ May 1

Final exams .............................................. May 2–7

Residence halls close (1:00 p.m.)................. May 8

Commencement .......................................... May 8

Bursar’s Office Ch-ch-ch-ch-CHANGES

The Bursar’s Office is making changes that affect YOU. We’re working
to make billing and refunds easier, faster, and more secure for you and
your student.

Starting this summer, all bills are online. Paper bills will no longer be mailed.
CUBill&Pay is the official means of billing and payment for CU students and
authorized payers. Authorized payers are people like you (parents, grandparents)
who need to see the bill online. Your student gives you access via CUConnect. (Your
student must give you access even though you pay the bill because once your son or
daughter was admitted to the University of Colorado at Boulder, their privacy
became protected under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974.
For more information, go to registrar.colorado.edu/regulations/ferpa_guide.html.)
CUBill&Pay makes it easy for your student to give you access to see the bill. Go
to www.colorado.edu/bursar for instructions on how to gain access and log in.

Once you have access, you can view the official tuition bill online and make pay-
ments securely and efficiently, 24 hours a day, seven days a week via the Internet. You
and your student will receive monthly e-mail notifications when the bill is available.
The monthly bills show transactions for the month. Detailed and up-to-the-minute
transactions can be viewed by students on CUConnect, so make sure you communicate
with your student if you’re looking for recent billing or payment activity. Your student
will always have the most current billing and account information through CUConnect
under the financial tab.

Still want a hardcopy of the bill? Simply print a copy of the bill from CUBill&Pay
and mail your payment.

We’ve also made getting refunds faster and easier. Starting in fall 2008, students
must sign up for direct deposit in order to receive refunds. Direct deposit offers your
student access to their money faster, easier, and more securely. Once your student signs
up, they will be able to have their refund in their bank account within one to two
business days. If your student doesn’t have a bank account, Boulder has many banking
institutions close to campus as well as a credit union on campus located in the UMC.

For more information and all the latest bursar news, visit our website at www

.colorado.edu/bursar or stop by our office located in the Regent Administrative
Center. Contact us if you have questions or need help troubleshooting. Take
advantage of CUBill&Pay and direct deposit today!

By Susie Jacobs, Bursar’s Office

Important dates for 2008

Do you have a student
in the residence halls?
Students love receiving mail, espe-
cially from home! Your student’s mail-
ing address can be found on the sheet
containing their room assignment or
can be obtained by calling the reserva-
tions department at 303-492-8491. For
more information on the mailing
process, visit housing.colorado/edu

.elements/fys/amen.cfm.
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Apostrophes are disappearing,
and I’m convinced that our
newer technology, primarily

text-messaging (often called “texting,”
which is also now a verb), is the culprit.
When I share my Apostrophe Theory
with students, they smirk and then
guiltily agree. In a multi-tasking time,
we’ve developed a new language that
includes references like LOL and other
acronyms, shortened and phonetic
spellings like “u” for “you,” and missing
punctuation. Communicating with these
systems of language can definitely work
with certain audiences, but not everyone
is part of this texting world. In some
student e-mail I receive, I don’t always
understand a student’s message and am
disappointed with the deficiency in
spelling skills in the “texting” approach.

Prior to teaching, I worked and
taught in the business world for com-
munication and marketing departments
for companies like American Express,
and I also worked for a temp agency’s
hiring and administrative sector. These
experiences were the impetus for want-
ing to help others succeed and hone
their written expression. Writing skills

often make the first impression with a
prospective employer through the
résumé and application letter but also
during employment through e-mail,
memos, PowerPoint, and other forms
of communication. Additionally, con-
trary to what most students believe,
having a “secretary” to write and edit
work is rare and should not be as-
sumed—or used as a crutch for not
learning essential material.

CU-Boulder requires lower- and
upper-division writing courses, which can
be an irritant to most students. For 10
years, I’ve taught required first-year
upper-division courses, creative writing
workshops, and business writing. Teach-
ing these courses has taught me valuable
insights that can also be helpful for you,
as parents, when your student seems frus-
trated about required writing courses.
• It’s all about audience. While text-

messaging language or un-proofread
messages may be acceptable for
friends and family, employers and
teachers value professionalism, clar-
ity, and conciseness. Learning to ef-
fectively communicate with different
audiences can only assure success.

• Recognize available and appropriate
resources. You may want to write or
edit your student’s paper. Unfortu-
nately, students whose parents have
written or edited their work experi-
ence several disadvantages, including
academic dishonesty, lack of confi-
dence, and an inability to write/edit on
their own. CU-Boulder has an amaz-
ing Writing Center, and writing
courses through the Program for
Writing Rhetoric have class-size caps
so that writing instructors can offer
office hours and writing help; students
need to take more initiative for getting
the help they need and will then see
real improvements in their work.

• Encourage writing as a reflection
of professionalism. We are judged
for how well we write and speak in
several contexts; viewing writing
effectiveness and proficiency as a
functional, necessary skill increases
its value and helps us succeed in
professional and personal areas.

By Erika M. Schreck, instructor, Program for
Writing and Rhetoric

Apostrophes are disappearing—
and other effects of text-messaging
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