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Three Types of Limerick Sentences What is a limerick sentence? Examples of Limerick Sentences

The Single Limerick — One Pair of Rhyming Lyrics What is a limerick? “ Can’t Get Started”
N : . : “I Can’t Get Started” was written by Vernon Duke and Ira Gershwin in 1935.
. . The limerick is a five-line poem. Its form is generated through a specific rhyming structure.

Limerick sentences are P : S e ymine Below is an example of a double limerick sentence taken from the song’s chorus.

1 1 1 A Sentence from “I Can’t Get Started With You,” mm. 20-28
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The Double Limerick — Two Pairs of Rhyming Lyrics What is a sentence?

The sentence is a fundamental musical phrase construct.
The sentence is comprised of three sections — the presentation (divided into
two basic ideas), the continuation and the cadence.

“Bewitched (Bothered and Bewildered” was written by Richard Rodgers and

Lorenz Hart and published in 1941.
Below is an example of a triple limerick sentence taken from the song’s chorus.

The Prototypical Sentence
° ° L e 1 Triple Limerick Sentence - “Bewitched (Bothered and Bewildered),” mm. 21-24.
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*Limerick - embedded continuation proportions I'm wild again, beguiled again, a simpering, whimpering  child again.
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The Triple Limerick — Two Rhyming Pairs and a Return What is the limerick sentence? More Examples of Limerick Sentences

The limerick sentence is a musical phrase that contains both the elements of
the musical sentence and lyrics that align with the poetic limerick.

The Prototypical Limerick Sentence Below are some other examples of limerick sentences in jazz songs

Line 1 _ (A) Sentence
The tnple ||mer|ck sentence line 2 — (A) /\ Just Friends” — John Klenner and Sam M. Lewis
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This poster presentation summarizes materials that are a part of Micheal’s thesis,

Contact which treats musical sentence structure. Micheal seeks to find common ground References Thesis Committee:
Wil Selanlsi between the many differing, contradictory sentence definitions that have been 1 For more about the poetc merick, see ._ Dr. Keith Waters
UnlverSIt Of COIOradO BOUIder Oﬁ.‘ered S|nce 1998’ the year that W|”|am Caplln publlshed h|S Wldely accepted A.N. Wilkins, Mortal Taste Limericks (New York: Exposition Press, 1965), pg. 10. .
Hicheal syebulsky @colorado.edu sentence definition in his book Classical Form. Micheal’s work identifies common T o e Thoorrs 1o Intoant G T 1 2008 during 2n ema Dr. Yonatan Malin
sentence idiosyncrasies and new sentence sub-types, such as the limerick sentence. R A S P Dr. Philio Chan
Vernon Duke and Ira Gershwin, I Can’t Get Started (New York: Chappel& Co. Inc., 1935). * p g

His research focuses specifically on sentences found in the music of Johannes

. H 4. To view the published sheet music for “Bewitched (Bothered and Bewildered),” see
B ra h m SI Ja ZZI dan d po p u Ia I Mmusic. Lorenz Hart and Richard Rodgers, Bewitched (Bothered and Bewildered) New York: Chappell & Co. Inc., 1941), 1-5.
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