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The essays in this volume, written by 
authors who have published extensively 
on the subject of inequality and social 
justice, have been brought together to 
honor the life and work of poet, essayist, 
linguist, and folklorist Dr. Ved Prakash 
Vatuk. Author of over thirty           
internationally recognized volumes of 
poetry as well as numerous political 
essays and academic articles, Dr. Vatuk 
has developed an influential body of work 
that is intimately grounded in his life-long 
quest for social justice. The nineteen 
chapters included here, consistent with 
Vatuk’s ongoing interest in advancing 
social critique through both poetry and 
scholarship, employ varied disciplinary 
perspectives and research methodologies 
to confront systems of social hierarchy in 
diverse contexts. Taken together, they 
provide a highly provocative portrait of 
the mechanisms that underlie and create 
social disparity. 
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Dr. Kira Hall is Associate Professor of 
Linguistics and Anthropology at the 
University of Colorado at Boulder.  Her 
research and publications focus on issues 
of language and social identity, 
particularly as they materialize within 
hierarchies of gender, sexuality, and 
socioeconomic class in northern India.  
She has authored numerous books and 
articles on the subject of language and 
gender, among them the ground-breaking 
texts Gender Articulated:  Language and 
the Socially Constructed Self (Routledge 
1995) and Queerly Phrased: Language, 
Gender, and Sexuality (Oxford 1997). 
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