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This presentation will not be giving you a list 
of handy statistical sources to reference.  It 
will instead be giving you a schema for 
finding numerical data on any topic, and 
through that, giving you a sense of where to 
start on unfamiliar ground.



When do we use numerical data?

To describe: a community, an event

To compare: two countries, between options

To predict behavior: individual, group 
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Who generates numerical data?

Governments 

Businesses

Academic Researchers

Associations

Auto-generated system data
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The magic Box
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Schema for Answering Numerical Data 
Related Research Questions
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Sample Question Paths
How many people in the world are HIV positive?
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How many people in the UAE are HIV 
positive?
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How many minors have died in the Arab-
Israeli conflict?
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How many people in Ghana have 
internet access?
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EbscoHost Image Quick View

WESTERN STATES GOVERNMENT INFORMATION VIRTUAL CONFERENCE AUGUST 24-25, 2016



WESTERN STATES GOVERNMENT INFORMATION VIRTUAL CONFERENCE AUGUST 24-25, 2016



Common Problems

The data I am finding are not in a language I 
speak.

The data I am finding are not specific enough.

I need data for a longer period of time that I 
can find.

I need data for some countries that I can't find.
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Search Tips

data between a foreign country and the 
United States 

data between foreign countries 

data on a specialized topic 

recent data / hard to find data 
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Questions for Kate?

WESTERN STATES GOVERNMENT INFORMATION VIRTUAL CONFERENCE AUGUST 24-25, 2016

Image Attribution: http://pony4444.deviantart.com/art/I-don-t-have-any-issues-with-Applejack-291896789



THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING

PLEASE PROVIDE FEEDBACK HERE OR GO TO 
HTTP://TINYURL.COM/WESTERNSTATES5

CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDIT 

IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDIT OR A 
CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION, YOU MUST COMPLETE THE FEEDBACK FORM
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