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Why Are They Called 
Secondary?

ÉPrimary = ?
ïCases
ïStatutes
ïCourt/legislature
ïMay be binding

ÉSecondary = ?
ïAbout the law
ïBy experts
ïNever binding
ïMay be persuasive



What Are Some Secondary 
Sources?

1. Treatises
2. Restatement
3. Encyclopedia
4. A.L.R.
5. Legal periodicals
6. Dictionaries



Top 10 Reasons To Use 
Secondary Sources



Why Use Secondary Sources?

Reason #10:

Find background 
information



Why Use Secondary Sources?

Reason #9:

Learn the jargon



Why Use Secondary Sources?

Reason #8:

Locate primary law



Why Use Secondary Sources?

Reason #7:

Persuade judges



Why Use Secondary Sources?

Reason #6:

Research Roadmap


