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IAFS 4500-003, POST-COLD WAR WORLD – ROAD TO SEPT. 11 
 

Date and Time –Tuesday 5 to 7:30 PM 

Location – University Club 4 

Instructor: Dr. Mike Kanner 

 

Contact information 

 

Telephone none 

E-Mail – michael.kanner@colorado.edu 

Office Location – Office Location – Kitteridge Central, room # N-211B 

Office Hours – Monday, Wednesday 10 to 11:30 AM;  

Available immediately after class and by appointment on Tuesday between 3:30 and 5 PM 

(in University Club A4) 

Campus Box – 333 UCB 

 

Communication Policies 

   

The best way to contact me is by e-mail.  I normally respond within 8 to 12 hours.  If you do not 

hear from me within 24 hours, contact the political science office (303 492-7871) and ask them 

to call me. 

 

Instructor Biography 

   

In addition to international affairs, I teach for political science and the Global Studies Residential 

Academic program. Although I have taught many subjects, my focus is in conflict and security 

studies as well as American foreign policy.  My bachelor’s degree was an engineering 

concentration at the US Military Academy.  My graduate work includes a degree in managerial 

science from Troy State University; international relations from Salve Regina University; and a 

Ph.D. from the University of Colorado, Boulder in political psychology. 

 

Prior to teaching, I had a career in the Department of Defense serving as an operations officer 

from brigade to theater Army level in the United States, Latin America, and Europe.  My final 

assignment was as a Senior Plans and Policy analyst at Headquarters, US Army Europe where I 

dealt with issues related to the end of the Cold War including terrorism and ethnic conflicts.  

Additionally, I was an analyst/investigator on a number of special study groups including the 

Defense Department’s Joint Low Intensity Conflict Study Group, the Army War College’s Living 

Expert System (Senior Leader Decision Support System) Concept Study Group, and SAIC’s 

Military Forces in Preventive Diplomacy Study Group.  

 

Course Description  
 

Capstone course for international affairs majors. Examines the ways in which the end of the Cold 

War, the collapse of failed states, and the rise of global terrorism changed the world. Studies how 

peoples, governments and nongovernmental organizations face new social, political, economic 
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and security challenges in an era of globalization. Includes discussion, oral reports, critical book 

reviews, and research papers. 

 

This seminar investigates the historical and contemporary aspects of September 11th and consider 

some of the ways in which the events of September 11th have changed (or not) global politics, 

economics, culture, and power.   

 

Objectives 

 

1. Identify the factors leading to September 11th 

a. The rise of Islamic militancy; 

b. US presence in the region; 

c. Anti-Americanism. 

2. Discuss perceptions of the attacks by the US and the Mideast. 

3. Examine reactions to the attack. 

a. The Global War on Terror. 

b. The War in Afghanistan. 

4. Outline the use of the attacks for other objectives. 

5. Predict the future security implications of the Attack.  

6. Interpret original and government documents and assess their value in understanding events.  

7. Demonstrate the ability to conduct individual analysis and research.  

 

Overview of Class and Responsibilities 

 

Each of us has roles in the classrooms.  As the instructor, I am a resource and moderator.  As 

students, you have responsibility for your learning. 

 

Instructor 

I will be on time and prepared to lead the class.  A normal class will start with an introduction of 

the subject.  This will normally be no more than five to ten minutes highlighting key features.  

Then, I will introduce the discussion questions.  This will be the focus of the rest of the class.   

 

Student 

Your first responsibility is to show up to class and to be on time.  I consider lateness a sign of 

disrespect to the other students.  

 

Second, do the readings in advance of attendance.  Class is based on discussions, so being 

uninformed will decrease everybody’s learning experience. You should analyze each reading for 

these elements. 

1. Identify the assumptions that frame the argument. 

2. Examine the accuracy and validity of these assumptions. 

3. Analyze how these assumptions result in different perspectives about the world. 

4. Compare the different policies that may come from the different assumptions. 
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Finally, subscribe to the course website on D2L and check the site regularly.  I post my class 

notes and PowerPoint slides in the CONTENT BROWSER section and use the NEWS to send out any 

notes or changes.  

 

Required Texts 

 

There are five texts required for this class. There is some overlap in the texts because, like many 

complex events, a single view would be limited.  Each tells the story from slightly different 

perspectives.  

 

Bergen, Peter L. 2011. The Longest War: The Enduring Conflict Between America and Al-

Qaeda.  New York: Simon & Schuster. 

In the minds of many Americans, the US has been on a war footing since Sept. 11th 

making this the longest war (technically that would be the Korean War). US military 

operations have expanded both in size and geographic scope. This is a relatively unbiased 

account of this conflict between the US and Al Qaeda and militant Islam in Afghanistan 

and Iraq. 

 

Gerges, Fawaz A. 2006. Journey of the Jihadist: Inside Muslim Militancy. New York: 

Harcourt, Inc.  

  Gerges is a Lebanese American academic who has been researching militant Islam 

since before Sept. 11th. He is one of the leading authorities in this area and is currently on 

the faculty of the London School of Economics. Because of his long history and access to 

leading members of the movement, this provides the perspective of jihadists that is often 

missing in contemporary accounts.  

 

National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Staff. 2004. The 9/11 Commission Report: Final 

Report of the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks upon the United States. New 

York: W.W. Norton & Company, Inc. 

  This is the report on what led up to September 11th and what should be done afterward.  

It reflects the official position of events. Although criticized (mostly by conspiracy 

theorists) it should be considered a conclusive account of events. If nothing else, it is the 

basis for many actions after the attack.  

 

Rubin, Barry and Judith Colp Rubin. 2004.  Anti-American Terrorism and the Middle East: A 

Documentary Reader. New York: Oxford University Press, Incorporated. 

  This reader let us explore the original ideas and not just how they are interpreted. 

Within this collection, you can see the origins of militant Islam (going back to the Islamic 

Brotherhood) as well as the US presence in the region.  In addition, it contains reactions 

by Mideastern governments to Sept. 11th. In addition to use in class, this is a good start 

point for your research papers.  

 

Wright, Lawrence. 2007. The Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda and the Road to 9/11.  New York: 

Knopf Doubleday Publishing Group.  

An interesting read (and winner of the Pulitzer Prize), this tells the story of Al 

Qaeda’s rise through the personalities involved.  It shows the influence of Sayyid Qutb as 
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the intellectual godfather of the movement as well as how Osama Bin Laden went from 

living a life of privilege to being the most wanted man in the world.  

 

Grading 
 

“Reading maketh a full man; conference a ready man; and writing an exact man”  

(Francis Bacon, “Of Studies” Essays). 

 

You can be expected on all three of these aspects. 

 

Final grades are based on a 100-point scale.  

A 94-100 B+ 87-89 C+ 77-79 D+ 67-69 F 0-59 

A- 90-93 B 83-86 C 73-76 D 63-66 
 

 B- 80-82 C- 70-72 D- 60-62 

 

Your final grade will be a function of the points you achieve.  Points are allocated on the 

following basis. 

 

Mid Term  20 points 

Reading analyses (4 at 5 points each)  20 points 

Research project  

Proposal   10 points 

Annotated Bibliography  10 points 

In-class presentation  10 points 

Final paper   20 points 

Participation    10 points 

Total 100 points 

 

Midterm 

 The midterm paper will be 1000 to 1250 words, but will not require outside research.  The 

specific questions (you will have a choice from two) and instructions will be posted 10 to 12 

days before the paper’s due.  

 

Reading Analyses 

 You need to submit written analysis of four (4) of the readings.  It is your choice which readings 

you analyze.  Analyses should be 300 to 500 words, double spaced and will be due the day the 

reading is assigned.  LATE PAPERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.  You do not need to do 

additional research.  Your analysis is based solely on the article and analysis must address these 

questions: 

1. What is the central point or assertion of the reading? 

2. Is this point supported supporting statements and evidence? 

3. Do you see problems with the argument? 

4. How might it be better supported? 
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Research paper 

Much of your grade will be centered on your research paper.  This is to be an original question 

dealing with some aspect of September 11th.  You are encouraged to identify an area of interest 

that you feel has not been adequately researched or holds a personal interest to you.  Some 

possible topics (you are not limited to these, they are just examples of possible questions). 

 Was Huntington right? 

 Is it better to attack terrorist organizations or individuals? 

 Are drones the right response to terrorism? 

 How has September 11th been portrayed in the media? 

 Did September 11th change US political culture? 

 How did September 11th affect European countries (specific or in general)? 

 Did the Bush doctrine lead to the ‘Arab Spring’?  

You are encouraged to talk to (or e-mail) me about possible topics.  There will also be a 

DISCUSSION forum on D2L for this purpose. 

 

Your paper will consist of a specific research question, why you think this question is interesting, 

a review of the academic and policy work that has been done, your own research to answer the 

question and what do you think it contributes to our understanding of the subject.  This should be 

original work and demonstrate an original approach to the issue. 

 

The grade for the paper will be based on these components. 

 

Research Proposal. (10 points) Research proposals demonstrate your ability to identify questions 

and bring together different pieces of information.  Your proposal should be 500 to 750 

words, double spaced and follow this format.  

• PURPOSE.  This is a clear statement of the problem to be investigated.  Its purpose is to get 

the reader excited in reading the rest of the proposal. 

• BACKGROUND ON THE PROBLEM to be investigated.  This section contains a review of the 

pertinent literature.  Your review should go from the general to the specific.  You need to 

show that your research will build on an existing body of knowledge and fill any gaps. 

• THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK.  This contains your initial assumptions and hypothesis about 

the problem being studied.  You do not need to prove your theory at this point, however, 

it should be plausible to an educated individual even if they are not conversant in the 

literature involved.  There should be a clear statement of the causal connections leading 

to the phenomenon being studies. 

• METHODOLOGY.  How would you provide evidence in proof of your theory?  If you are 

planning on using case studies, which cases have you begun to look at. 

• PLAUSIBLE IMPLICATIONS OF RESULTS.  Basically, you need to answer the same question of 

how the research adds to the body of knowledge about a particular political phenomena. 

 

Annotated Bibliography. (10 points) An annotated bibliography is a summary/evaluation of your 

sources.  Your annotation should summarize the source and evaluate how it supports your 

study. You need to submit a minimum of 5 sources.  Each annotation should be 125 to 150 

words.  My recommendation is that you have one source per page using the following format 

 Complete citation in accordance with a standard format (e.g., MLA, Chicago) (not part of 

word count). 
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 How you found it 

 Summary of the content 

 Comments on the credibility of the source (e.g., author expertise) 

 

In-Class Presentation. (10 points) Each of you will present your research at some point in the 

semester. These presentations will be the 5 to 10 minutes and include:  

 Your thesis (original or as it has evolved). 

 Your current assumptions as of the date of your presentations 

 Your findings (This will depend on when you were scheduled.  If you present early, it 

may only be your literature review.) 

 Possible future research 

During this time, you can expect to answer questions from me and the rest of the class. These 

will be scheduled after research proposals have been submitted. 

 

Final Paper.  This is a report of your research.  It should contain the following elements (you 

should format your paper this way).  

 An abstract (separate page, 150 to 180 words, single spaced)(not included in page or 

word count) 

 Body (12 to 15pages, double spaced) 

o INTRODUCTION.  Restate your research question and why you thought it was 

important 

o LITERATURE REVIEW. What work has been done before and what is missing from the 

research. 

o METHODOLOGY. How you investigated the question.  If you used a case study, 

explain the reason it was chosen.  . 

o THEORY. Presentation of the answer you proposed.  

o EVIDENCE. Show how your theory is supported 

o SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION.  Self-explanatory.  Include what additional research 

you think is necessary.  

 Any appendices or annex (not included in page count), 

 Bibliography (not included in page count). 

o All sources should be cited.  Failure to do so will lead to suggestions that you are 

committing plagiarism. 

o You can use any format (e.g., MLA, APA, Chicago) as long as you are consistent 

throughout the paper 

o There are a number of bibliography generators which you might consider using.  One 

that I have used is Easybib.Com (http://www.easybib.com/). 

 

Attendance. Ten percent of winning is just showing up.  Or in this case, ten percent of your grade 

is based on being in class and ready to participate.  Absences will only be excused based on 

illness, incarceration, religious observation, last minute work commitments or family 

emergencies.  Documentation for the absence may be requested. 

  

http://www.easybib.com/
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Class Schedule 

  

Date Readings/Notes 

Aug. 25 Introduction: 

Syllabus 

CR:1 

JJ: Prologue 

Sept. 1 Roots, Pt. 1 

LT: 1-6 

JJ: I, IV 

AAT: “Paving the Way” (29); Islam is Not a Religion of Peace” (29); “On the 

Doctrine of the Muslim Brothers” (27), “Abdullah Azzam, the Struggling 

Sheikh” (62); “Declaration of War” (137);  

Sept. 8 Roots, Pt. 2 

LT: 7-15 

JJ: III 

AAT: “Interview with Usama Bin Laden” (142); “Statement: Jihad against 

Jews and Crusaders” (149); “Interview with Usama Bin Laden” (151); 

“Second Speech to Organization of Islamic Countries Meeting” (126) 

Sept. 15 Roots, Pt. 3 

LT: 16-20  

CR: 4, 6 

AAT: “On the Islamist Revolution in Egypt” 

(69); “Indictment against the Khobar Tower 

Bombers of June 1996” (123); “Letter to 

President Bill Clinton” (130); “Report on the 

Bomb Attacks in Kenya and Tanzania” (207) 

Research Proposal Due 

Sept. 22 Why Sept. 11th? 

LW 1-3 

JJ: V 

CR: 5, 7 

AAT: “Suicide Note: (233); “The Hijackers of September 11” (240); “Al 

Qaeda’s Statement” (251); “September 11 as a Great Success” (273) 

Sept. 29 War is Declared 

CR: 8, 9, 10 

AAT: “Responsibility for the Terrorist Atrocities 

in the United States” (238); “Address to the 

Nation” (319); “Address to the Joint Session of 

Congress” (320); “Address to the Nation” (326); 

“Address to the UN General Assembly” (328); 

“Speech to the Labor Party Conference” (334) 

Midterm due at the 

beginning of class 

Oct. 6 The Mideast Reacts 

JJ: VI 

AAT: All the readings in Chapter 7 (279) 

Oct. 13 Global War on Terror (White Side) 

LW 4-6 
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CR: 12 

AAT: “Executive Order on Blocking Terrorist Financing” (339); “Executive 

Order establishing the Office of Homeland Security” (340); “Analysis of US 

Counterterrorism Legislation” (344); “Resolution 1373” (348) 

Oct. 20 Global War on Terror (Dark Side) 

LW: 7 

AAT: “Executive Order on Detention, Treatment, and Trial of Certain Non-

Citizens in the War against Terrorism” (341) 

D2L: Price, Johnson, Conrad. et. al. 

Oct. 27 War in Iraq 

LW 8-10 

CR: 11 

D2L: Metz 

Nov. 3 Afghanistan 

LW 11, 15 

D2L: Suhrke; Hanagan; Gibson 
Annotated Bibliography Due 

Nov. 10 International Responses 

LW 12-14 

D2L: Outzen, Anderson; Rogers, deNevers 

Nov. 17 New Beginnings 

LW: 16-19 

CR: 13 

D2L: Hegghammer, Ibrahim 

Nov. 24 Fall Break – no classes 

Dec. 1 Now and the Future 

LW 20 

D2L: Goodson, Trager, Jervis 

Dec. 8 Turn in final research papers  

To Dr. Kanner in classroom 

no later than 7 PM 

Legend 

LW Reading from The Longest War: The Enduring Conflict Between America and 

Al-Qaeda. 

JJ Reading from Journey of the Jihadist: Inside Muslim Militancy 

CR Reading from The 9/11 Commission Report: Final Report of the National 

Commission on Terrorist Attacks upon the United States. 

AAT Reading from Anti-American Terrorism and the Middle East: A Documentary 

Reader. 

LT Reading from The Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda and the Road to 9/11.   

D2L  Reading (academic journals) that need to be downloaded from D2L. These 

will be posted on the CALENDAR for the day of the class. 
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Policies (as established by the Vice Provost for Undergraduate Education) 

 

The Boulder Provost’s Disability Task Force recommended syllabus statement: 

If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit to your professor a 

letter from Disability Services in a timely manner (for exam accommodations provide your letter 

at least one week prior to the exam) so that your needs can be addressed. Disability Services 

determines accommodations based on documented disabilities. Contact Disability Services at 

303-492-8671 or by e-mail at dsinfo@colorado.edu. If you have a temporary medical condition 

or injury, see Temporary Medical Conditions: Injuries, Surgeries, and Illnesses guidelines under 

Quick Links at Disability Services website and discuss your needs with your professor. 

 

Statement on Absence for Religious Observances 

Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort to deal 

reasonably and fairly with all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with 

scheduled exams, assignments or required attendance. In this class, absences for religious 

observances will count as an excused absence. See full details 

at http://www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html If you have questions about providing 

students with religious accommodations, please contact the Office of Discrimination and 

Harassment at 303-492-2127.A comprehensive calendar of the religious holidays most 

commonly observed by CU-Boulder students is at http://www.interfaithcalendar.org/ 

 

Classroom Behavior 

Faculty and students should be aware of the campus classroom behavior policy 

at http://www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html as well as faculty rights and 

responsibilities listed 

at http://www.colorado.edu/FacultyGovernance/policies/PRDContents.html. These documents 

describe examples of unacceptable classroom behavior and provide information on how to 

handle such circumstances should they arise. Faculty are encouraged to address the issue of 

classroom behavior in the syllabus. 

 

Students and faculty each have responsibility for maintaining an appropriate learning 

environment. Those who fail to adhere to such behavioral standards may be subject to discipline. 

Professional courtesy and sensitivity are especially important with respect to individuals and 

topics dealing with differences of race, color, culture, religion, creed, politics, veteran’s status, 

sexual orientation, gender, gender identity and gender expression, age, disability, and 

nationalities. Class rosters are provided to the instructor with the student's legal name. I will 

gladly honor your request to address you by an alternate name or gender pronoun. Please advise 

me of this preference early in the semester so that I may make appropriate changes to my 

records. See policies at http://www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html and at 

http://www.colorado.edu/studentaffairs/judicialaffairs/code.html#student_code. 

 

The University of Colorado Boulder (CU-Boulder) is committed to maintaining a positive 

learning, working, and living environment. CU-Boulder will not tolerate acts of discrimination or 

harassment based upon Protected Classes or related retaliation against or by any employee or 

student. For purposes of this CU-Boulder policy, "Protected Classes" refers to race, color, 

national origin, sex, pregnancy, age, disability, creed, religion, sexual orientation, gender 

http://www.alumniconnections.com/links/link.cgi?l=6677664&h=5109&e=UCBI-20150810151857
http://www.alumniconnections.com/links/link.cgi?l=6677663&h=5109&e=UCBI-20150810151857
http://www.alumniconnections.com/links/link.cgi?l=6677665&h=5109&e=UCBI-20150810151857
http://www.alumniconnections.com/links/link.cgi?l=6677666&h=5109&e=UCBI-20150810151857
http://www.alumniconnections.com/links/link.cgi?l=6677667&h=5109&e=UCBI-20150810151857
http://www.alumniconnections.com/links/link.cgi?l=6677668&h=5109&e=UCBI-20150810151857
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identity, gender expression, veteran status, political affiliation or political philosophy. 

Individuals who believe they have been discriminated against should contact the Office of 

Discrimination and Harassment (ODH) at 303-492-2127 or the Office of Student Conduct (OSC) 

at 303-492-5550. Information about the ODH, the above referenced policies, and the campus 

resources available to assist individuals regarding discrimination or harassment can be obtained 

at http://hr.colorado.edu/dh/  

 

Honor Code 

The Boulder campus has a student Honor Code and individual faculty members are expected to 

familiarize themselves with its tenets and follow the approved procedures should violations be 

perceived. The campus has been working diligently to make this process work better and to 

provide guidance on ‘gray areas’ to be helpful to both faculty and students at the Honor website. 

The Honor Council recommended syllabus statement: 

 

All students of the University of Colorado at Boulder are responsible for knowing and adhering 

to the academic integrity policy of this institution. Violations of this policy may include: 

cheating, plagiarism, aid of academic dishonesty, fabrication, lying, bribery, and threatening 

behavior. All incidents of academic misconduct shall be reported to the Honor Code Council 

(honor@colorado.edu; 303-735-2273). Students who are found to be in violation of the 

academic integrity policy will be subject to both academic sanctions from the faculty member 

and non-academic sanctions (including but not limited to university probation, suspension, or 

expulsion). Other information on the Honor Code can be found 

athttp://www.colorado.edu/policies/honor.html and at http://honorcode.colorado.edu 

 

http://www.alumniconnections.com/links/link.cgi?l=6677669&h=5109&e=UCBI-20150810151857
mailto:honor@colorado.edu
http://www.alumniconnections.com/links/link.cgi?l=6677670&h=5109&e=UCBI-20150810151857
http://www.alumniconnections.com/links/link.cgi?l=6677671&h=5109&e=UCBI-20150810151857

