
IAFS 4500-001 
The Post-Cold War World: Sports and Global Relations  

 
Professor Tom Zeiler 
University Club 214 
Office hours:  Tuesdays, 2-3:30, and by appointment 
Email:  Thomas.zeiler@colorado.edu 
 
The Olympics is the most obvious, but not the only, moment of political-sport confluence.  
People, organizations, and countries have long used sport to push agendas in the international 
arena.  But why the overlap of two seemingly disconnected paradigms like sport and diplomacy, 
economics, and culture, and how does the connection bear on global affairs?  We will explore 
that question as a fundamental objective of this course.  How can an activity that, for instance, 
might simply involve twenty poor kids in Brazil playing soccer in a street, or one involving 
pampered millionaire athletes playing in lavish stadiums in front of a television audience of 
millions, relate to world politics?  Does sport reflect on common interests shared across borders? 
Does it transcend, or exacerbate, historical, ethnic, or political divisions?  Is it a tool for goodwill 
and unifying us, or used as leverage to coerce behavior?  Does it add to nationalistic tensions, or 
does sport strengthen alliances?  Does sport bring economic rewards, or does it hollow out 
societies?  Is it a weapon purely of propaganda, or does it bring meaningful change?  
 
The ample literature on sport and international politics illustrates that sport is an expression of 
ideology, identity, fears, desires, and policy preferences; it is an element of soft power that 
reflects – and, at times, is even instrumental in - world affairs.  Scholars have shown the 
importance of governments as well as transnational actors – people, movements, firms, and 
organizations – in shaping the global affairs through sport.  In doing so, they plug sports into 
realist and idealist paradigms (see explanation on D2L), and we will use those two models as our 
interpretative frameworks in discussions, on tests, and in papers. 
 
Now it is your turn to weigh in.  We will explore the relationship of sports in the context of 
nationalism, culture, business, and corruption.  While this is not a history course, I am a 
historian!  So, in order to understand contemporary sports, historical knowledge is critical. The 
starting point for the class will be the event historians have argued is the catalyst from which 
modern sports emerged: the 1936 Berlin Olympic Games.  We will then proceed through history 
to current times, examining the role of games and athleticism in the world, and draw from a 
range of disciplines – political science, economics, sociology, ethnic studies, geography, 
women’s studies, anthropology, and history. 
 
By the end of the course, students will be expected to: 
 *Discuss worldwide political, social, and economic changes caused by and 
 underlying various global sports; 
 *Understand sports’ significance to the globalization of the world, and vice-versa; 
 *Explain the behind-the-scenes machinations behind the evolution of various games, the 
 participants, and varied business interests;  

*Write a research paper on a topic that shows the significance of sports to the broader 
geopolitical, economic, and/or sociocultural arenas. 



READINGS 
 
This course has substantial reading – and I mean A LOT of reading - so set aside time for this 
course and do not fall behind.  It is expected that every student do the reading for every class 
period; your participation in class will be one way to gauge that you are keeping up.  Should I 
determine you are not doing the reading, you will assigned an additional day as a Discussion 
Leader.  Students are expected to have completed the week’s reading prior to the beginning of 
each week’s classes.  There are two books (below) for purchase, and the rest of the readings are 
on D2L. 
 
Andrei S. Markovits and Lars Rensmann, Gaming the World: How Sports Are Reshaping Global 
Politics and Culture. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2010. 
 
Walter LaFeber, Michael Jordan and the New Global Capitalism. New York: W.W. Norton, 
2002. 
 
 
GRADING:  attendance/participation (15%); discussion leader (20%); midterm exam (15%); 
research paper (50%) 
 
ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION (15%):  Students are expected to attend every lecture.  If 
you must miss class, email Prof. Zeiler prior to the start of class.  Absences will only be excused 
for documented medical, religious, and athletic-related reasons.  Once in class, students are 
expected to be active and attentive participants.  This is a SEMINAR, which means it depends on 
student participation and not teacher lectures.  Sleeping in class, playing on laptops or phones, 
talking out of turn, or carrying on private, disruptive discussions are not acceptable classroom 
behavior.  Students are expected to regularly ask questions and answer questions, and especially 
be responsive about the readings and other presentations.  Don’t let discussion lag in class!! 
 
This category includes a SPORTS PICK assignment:  at the beginning of each class (except for 
the midterm and during the first week of class), at least two students will give a short (5-minute) 
presentation related to the sport listed on the syllabus during the week of their presentation.  The 
student must be able to tie the presentation to a current event—this can be done by discussing a 
newspaper article, blog entry, or recent TV show or movie.  Students should clear their 
presentation idea in advance with Prof. Zeiler before proceeding.  Students will be evaluated 
based on adherence to the syllabus guidelines, professionalism of presentation delivery, and 
relevance of the presentation to current events, international affairs, and the particular sport of 
the week. 
 
DISCUSSION LEADER (20%):  each student will be required to lead discussion TWICE in 
the semester on the weekly topic.  Focus on the reading for that week (I will indicate the 
reading), and provide an overview of the subject and a critique of the author’s presentation, 
interpretation, etc. 
 
MIDTERM EXAM (15%): a take-home essay.  The question will be distributed a week in 
advance. 



 
RESEARCH PAPER (50%):  Topics must be cleared with Prof. Zeiler by the end of Week Six.  
Attached to this syllabus you will find an extensive bibliography on general sports issues, as well 
as on specific sports, which you should consult when seeking sources for your research paper.  I 
encourage you to consider an Olympic Games as a topic because these events are most often 
targets of political, economic, and sociocultural propaganda.  You may choose a historic (pre-
1991) topic as long as you tie the issue to the post-Cold War world.  We will work on making a 
persuasive argument – as a realist or idealist - which is a skill you need to develop.  Thus, the 
research paper is just that:  a paper based on your research into a question or problem that you 
will attempt to explain, drawing on a scholarly interpretation.  We will go through the steps of 
writing a successful paper together.  
 
Research Paper grade breakdown: 
 
2-page topic prospectus (topic + research question, 10%):  Briefly describe your topic, but 
devote your time to a main question - a researchable question - followed by a series of sub-
questions.  Why is the topic interesting and important?  What questions arise from the topic?  
How will you answer them?  How and why does the question relate to sport and global affairs? I 
will give you feedback on the size and scope of your research ensure you are proposing a 
feasible project within the timeframe of the course. 
 
Annotated bibliography (10%): A bibliography that specifies your sources.  Scholarly articles 
and books are required, alongside the popular press. 
 
Review paper (5 pages, of book related to research topic, 15%):  Choose a book or article (if 
articles, you must review at least three in this paper) and analyze them for their argument, 
interpretation, and relevance to your research paper.  This paper can be integrated into your final 
research paper.  I am also looking for good writing and a persuasive argument. 
 
Biography (3 pages, of figure or organization related to research topic, 15%): Identify a key 
figure in your research.  This paper serves as part of your first draft of the entire project.  Good 
writing and argument a key here. 
 
Presentation to class (10%):  you will introduce your topic to the class for 15 minutes, while a 
classmate will offer a critique of your draft for 5 minutes.  You will summarize your paper, 
analyze the question(s) you asked, and present your findings.  You will also field questions on 
your research.  The presentation grade will depend on both your presentation and your critique 
of a classmate’s paper. 
 
Research paper final draft (40%):  These papers are to be 15-20 pages in length, including 
footnotes/endnotes and bibliography.  No rough drafts will be accepted, but students are 
encouraged to make an appointment with the Writing Center or Prof. Zeiler to go over outlines 
or short parts of your paper.  Papers must be in Times New Roman font, double-spaced, with 1” 
margins, and properly footnoted and/or containing a works cited page done in Chicago style.   
 
 



ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION: 
  
 
Electronics:  All cellular phones must be turned off and put away at the beginning of each class 
meeting. The entire class will have a pop quiz over the previous reading assignments/lectures on 
the first and subsequent occurrences. Phones, PDAs, MP3 players and Blackberrys will not be 
out on desks or used during any quiz or examination. Laptop computers will be allowed in class, 
for starters, but if abuse of the privilege appears to be a distraction in class, then they will be 
banned. 
 
Students with disabilities: If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please 
submit to me a letter from Disability Services in a timely manner so that your needs be 
addressed. Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities. 
Contact: 303-492-8671, Willard 322, and www.Colorado.EDU/disabilityservices  
Disability Services' letters for students with disabilities indicate legally mandated reasonable 
accommodations. The syllabus statements and answers to Frequently Asked Questions can be 
found at www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices  
  
Cheating and plagiarism: Cheating (using unauthorized materials or giving unauthorized 
assistance during an examination or other academic exercise) and plagiarism (using another's 
ideas or words without acknowledgment) are serious offenses in a university, and may result in a 
failing grade for a particular assignment, a failing grade for the course, and/or suspension for 
various lengths of time or permanent expulsion from the university. All students of the 
University of Colorado at Boulder are responsible for knowing and adhering to the academic 
integrity policy of this institution. Violations of this policy may include: cheating, plagiarism, aid 
of academic dishonesty, fabrication, lying, bribery, and threatening behavior. All incidents of 
academic misconduct shall be reported to the Honor Code Council (honor@colorado.edu; 303-
725-2273). Students who are found to be in violation of the academic integrity policy will be 
subject to both academic sanctions from the faculty member and non-academic sanctions 
(including but not limited to university probation, suspension, or expulsion). Other information 
on the Honor Code can be found athttp://www.colorado.edu/policies/honor.html and 
at http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/ 
  
The development of the Internet has provided students with historically unparalleled 
opportunities for conducting research swiftly and comprehensively. The availability of these 
materials does not, however, release the student from appropriately citing sources where 
appropriate; or applying standard rules associated with avoiding plagiarism. Specifically, the 
instructor will be expecting to review papers written by students drawing ideas and information 
from various sources (cited appropriately), presented generally in the student’s words after 
careful analysis, synthesis, and evaluation. An assembly of huge blocks of other individuals' 
existing material, even when cited, does not constitute an appropriate representation of this 
expectation. Uncited, plagiarized material shall be treated as academically dishonest, and the 
paper will be assigned an ‘F’ as a result.  Papers submitted by any student, written in part or in 
whole by someone other than that student, shall be considered to constitute fraud under the 
University Honor Code, and result in the assignment of an 'F' for the entire course. If the student 
is confused as to what constitutes plagiarism, he/she should review the CU Honor Code on this 



topic. If you have any questions regarding proper documentation in your writing, please discuss 
it with your instructor. 
  
Religious observances: The university has received valid complaints from students regarding 
the lack of adequate faculty accommodation for some students who have serious religious 
obligations, which may conflict with academic requirements such as scheduled exams. Campus 
policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort to deal reasonably 
and fairly with all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with scheduled 
exams, assignments or required attendance. In this class, any notification of absence by email 
constitutes and excused absence. See full details at: 
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html  
A comprehensive calendar of the religious holidays most commonly observed by CU-Boulder 
students is at http://www.interfaithcalendar.org/  
  
Sexual harassment: The University of Colorado Policy on Sexual Harassment applies to all 
students, staff and faculty. Sexual harassment is unwelcome sexual attention. It can involve 
intimidation, threats, coercion, or promises or create an environment that is hostile or offensive. 
Harassment may occur between members of the same or opposite gender and between 
any combination of members in the campus community: students, faculty, staff, and 
administrators. Harassment can occur anywhere on campus, including the classroom, the 
workplace, or a residence hall. Any student, staff or faculty member who believes s/he has been 
sexually harassed should contact the Office of Sexual Harassment (OSH) at 303-492-2127 or the 
Office of Judicial Affairs at 303-492-5550. Information about the OSH and the campus resources 
available to assist individuals who believe they have been sexually harassed can be obtained 
athttp://www.colorado.edu/odh/ 
   
Basic courtesy:  Please arrive on time and do not leave early.  If you absolutely must leave 
early, please let me know at the beginning of class and sit near a door so you do not cause too 
much disruption. Take care of all your business before class begins; do not leave and return 
during class as this creates a disturbance to others. 
  
 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
During each class period, we will examine the topic through lectures and PPT presentations, 
student presentations, discussion, and films.  I will lecture for a short time, usually each class 
meeting, and the discussion and reading presentations will be worked in there.   The discussion 
will be the key component to your success in the course; evidence of your reading and 
participation will be assessed.  We will also devote considerable time to the mechanics and 
process of writing the research paper, including consultations. 
 
 
Week One (Jan. 15): Introduction: global sport and the world according to realism and 
idealism.  
 



NATIONALISM 
 
Week Two (Jan 22): Sport as National Unifier? 

 
 SPORTS PICK: track and field 
 

READING: 
--Mandell, The Nazi Olympics. 1987, chp. 7.  
--Manzo, “Visualizing Modernity: Development Hopes and the 2010 FIFA World Cup,” 
  Soccer & Society, vol. 1:2 (2013). 
--Markovits and Rensmann, chps. 1-2. 
--Bale, Sports Geography, Introduction. 
--Markovits, Offside: Soccer and American Exceptionalism, 2001, Intro and chp. 1.  
--Kunzler and Poli, “The African Footballer as Visual Object and Figure of  
   Success: Didier Drogba and Social Meaning,” Soccer & Society, vol. 13:2 (2013). 

 --Hong and Zhouxiang, “Politics First, Competition Second” in Dichter and Johns,  
    Diplomatic Games, chp. 12. 
 
Week Three (Jan 29): Decolonization and Sport 

 
SPORTS PICK: soccer 
 
READING:  
--Eichberg, “Olympic Sport-Neocolonization and Alternatives,” International Review for 
  the Sociology of Sport, Vol. 19, p. 97 (1984). 
--Morodi, “The Reconstruction, Development and Transformation of South African  
   Diversified Society Through Sport,” International Journal of Sport & Society Vol 2:3 
   (2011). 
--Parks, “Welcoming the Third World” in Dichter and Johns, Diplomatic Games, chp. 3. 
 

 
CULTURE 
 
Week Four (Feb 5): Exclusion 
  
 SPORTS PICK: basketball 
  

READING:  
--Rhoden, Forty Million Dollar Slaves (2007), chps. 1, 4. 
--Kassimeris, “European football in black and white: tackling racism in  
   football,” Soccer & Society vol. 12:2 (2011). 
--Downes, “Forging African-American Solidarity within in the Commonwealth” in   
   Dichter and Johns, Diplomatic Games, chp. 4. 
 
 

 



Week Five (Feb 12): Colored Ceiling: Brown Players, White Management 
  
 SPORTS PICK: baseball; cricket 
 

READING:  
--Shropshire, “Minority Issues in Contemporary Sports”, Stanford Law & Policy  
  Review (2004). 
--Markovits and Rensmann, chp. 5. 

  
 
Week Six (Feb 19): Women, equal to men? 
  

SPORT PICK: tennis; rugby 
 
READING:  
--Di Risio, “Million Dollar Baby: Cinematic Sport at the Expense of Women?”  
  International Journal of Sport & Society vol. 2:4 (2011). 
--Earnheardt et al, CH 15-17 
--Markovits and Rensmann, chp. 4. 
--Hong and Mangan, Soccer, Women, Sexual Liberation: Kicking Off a New Era 

              Routledge (2012) chps. 2-4. 
--Knoppers and Anthonissen, “Women’s Soccer in the United States and the Netherlands:  
   Differences and Similarities in Regimes of Inequalities, Sociology of Sport Journal,  
   vol. 20:4 (2003). 

 
  
ECONOMICS 
 
Week Seven (Feb 26): Globalization 
  
 SPORTS PICK: winter sports (skiing, skating, curling!) 
  

READING:  
 --LaFeber, Michael Jordan and the New Global Capitalism, Preface, chps. 1-3. 
 --Jiang, “Through Turbulence to Influence: China’s Olympic Journey in the  
      Context of Globalisation and Nationalism,” International Journal of Sport & Society  
    Vol. 2:4 (2011). 
 --Markovits and Rensmann, chp. 3. 
 --Bale, Sports Geography, chp. 3. 
 
Week Eight (Mar 5): Globalizing U.S. and European Sporting Behemoths 
  

MIDTERM EXAM DUE 
 
 SPORTS PICK: hockey 
 READING:  LaFeber, Michael Jordan, chps. 4-6. 



Week Nine (Mar 12): Growth 
  
 SPORTS PICK: golf 
 READING:  

--Panagiotis and Tsagkanos, “Financial Performance and Corporate Governance in the  
    European Football Industry,” International Journal of Sport Finance vol. 7:4 (Nov.  
               2012). 
 --Markovits and Rensmann, chp. 6, Conclusion. 
 --Longley, “The Impact of International Competitions on Competitive  
               Balance in Domestic Leagues: The Case of the National Hockey League’s Participation  
               in the Winter Olympics,” International Journal of Sports Finance vol. 7:3 (August 

   2012). 
 --Earnheardt et al, 12 
 
Week Ten (Mar 19): Marketing and Selling Sports 
  
 SPORTS PICK: motorsports 
  
 READING:  
 --Soares, “Our Way of Life Against Theirs” in Dichter and Johns, Diplomatic Games,  
    chp. 8. 

--Brady, “The Beijing Olympics as a Campaign of Mass Distraction” The China  
   Quarterly, vol. 197. (March 2009). 

 
 
 
SPRING BREAK (Mar 26) 
 
 
 
CORRUPTION 
 
Week Eleven (Apr 2): Financial Corruption 
  
 SPORTS PICK: boxing; horse-racing 
  

READING:  
 --Forrest, “The Threat to Football from Betting-Related Corruption,” International  
   Journal of Sport Finance vol. 7:2 (May 2012). 
 --Cagan and deMause. Field of Schemes: How the Great Stadium Swindle Turns Public  
    Money into Private Profit (2008), chp. 1. 
 --Meyers, “Denver’s Reputation Still Shines: City Wasn’t Ready for ’76 Winter  
    Olympics,” Denver Post, February 7, 1999. 
 
 
 



Week Twelve (Apr 9): Performance Enhancement and Safety 
  
 SPORTS PICK: cycling 
  

READING:  
 --Rosen, Dope: A History of Performance Enhancement in Sports from the 
 Nineteenth Century to Today (2008), chps. 1. 3.  
 -- Van Reeth, “TV Demand for the Tour de France: The Importance of Stage  
          Characteristics versus Outcome Uncertainty, Patriotism, and Doping,” International  
   Journal of Sports Finance vol. 8:1 (2013). 

--Bale, Sports Geography, chp. 5. 
 
 
WEEKS Thirteen (Apr 16), Fourteen (Apr 23), Fifteen (Apr 30): Research Presentations 
 
MONDAY, MAY 4: RESEARCH PAPER DUE 
 
Graduation? 


