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Managing the Maasai Mara Natienal Reserve for Ecological
Resources and Tourism

Rique Campa, Michigan State University,
Department of Fisheries and Wildlife

Issues:
~-viable wildlife populations

-animal behavior

-wildlife habitat suitability and land use

-maintaining tourism and ether sources of revenue |

-cultural needs

-aesthetics

Goal: What are the best management practices (social and ecelogical)
to conserve natural resources within the Maasai Mara National Reserve

(i.e., emphasis on large vertebrate populations and habitat) while
meeting social, economic, and cultnral demands of people?



Regulations for Masai Mara National Reserve: (from Narok County Council publication)
-All gates open at 6:30am and close at 7:00pm

-Do not take domestic animals or pets into the Reserve. The area is for wild animals only.

-Do not disturb the animals. Radios, cassente recorders, and gramophones are forbidden in the
Reserve.

-Do not exceed 30mph. Wild animals have the right of way.

-Discourage your driver from going too close to animals. Do not expose yourself by standing or
sitting on the roof of vehicles or by hanging out of windows.

-Stay in your vehicles

-Keep to the tracks (roads). Do not cut, break or destroy vegetation

-Do not collect or remove bones, skins, hormns, teeth, hair, feathers, eggs, or shells.

-Do not light fires. Do not throw out any bumning object from vehicles.

-[3o not leave litter in the Reserve.

-Keep a distance of 20 m from any animal. Do net follow Jeopards, cheetahs, or lions when they
start 1o move away. Only 5 vehicles are allowed to view leopards, lions, or cheetahs at a
distance ot 20 m at any one time and if there are >5 vehicles, each vehicle should not stay
for more than 10 minutes around cats.

-Do not photograph the Maasai people unless given permission

“Obey orders issued by the Game Warden and his/her staff



TOURIST SAFARI COMPANY EMPLOYEES
Tourism has brought social and economic benefits to Kenya by developing employment
opportunities and generating foreign exchange (Mwaisaka 1992).

According to Henry et al. (1992), visitors to Maasa) Mara felt that seeing and photographing
wildlife and seeing things that future generations may not be able to see were the most important
aspects contributing to their enjoyment. In addition, tour drivers felt that visitor satisfaction was
also associated with good wildlife viewing with professional guides that were courteous and
disciplined. Most tourists, surveyed by Henry ¢t al, (1992}, liked to spend most of their time
looking for or viewing predators (lions, leopards, and cheetahs) and elephants.

Because of the types of experiences visiters like 1o have while visiting the Maasai Mara National
Reserve, tour companies attempt to provide services to meel their needs-(close viewing
opportunities of predators). To provide optimal viewing opportunifics, drivers occasionally drive
off-read at Maasai Mara due to the open-grassland habitat. Some of the driver's concerns,
however, are road conditions during rainy or the wet season and providing services for tourists in
order ta get bewter tips. ‘

Some of the concems tourists and wildlife researchers have about tourist safari companies are
(Henry et al. 1992):

* approaching distance

* too many vehicles near animals

* encirclement of vehicles around animals

* off-road driving

Below are some references that may be of interest to you.

Henry, W., J, Waithaka, and C.G. Gakahu. 1992. Visitor attitudes, perceptions, norms, and use
patterns influencing visitor carrying capacity. Pages 39-61 i C.G. Gakahu, ed. Tourist
attitudes and use impacts in Maasai Mara National Reserve, Wildlife Conservation
Internationad. Nairobi, Kenya.

Mwaisaka, P.E. 1992, Foreword. in C.G. Gakahu, ed. Tourist attitudes and use impacts in
Maasai Mara National Reserve. Wildlife Conservation Intemational, Nairobi, Kenya.






