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Spring 2016 Course Descriptions 

ANTH 1200-130R (3). Culture and Power: Drug Policy; T/Th 12:30pm–1:45pm; Carol Conzelman 
This cultural anthropology course will survey the controversial policies and impacts of the "war on drugs" in both domestic and 
international contexts through a diversity of readings, films, guest speakers, and media outlets. Drugs studied include alcohol, 
cannabis, cocaine, MDMA, ayahuasca, and others. Countries studied include the U.S., Mexico, Colombia, Bolivia, Afghanistan, 
Thailand, and others. The history, economics, and politics of drug prohibition and legalization are embedded in and 
representative of both culture and power.  Approved for A&S core curriculum: Contemporary Societies. 

ANTH 2020-130R (3). Introduction to Physical Anthropology 2; T/Th 3:30pm–4:45pm; Heather Williams   
Examines human evolution, human variation, and human adaptations to environmental pressures. Our focus on human biology 
will span from genetics and organismal biology to human populations. In terms of human variation, will we investigate human 
body shapes, skin colors, and topics of race, sex and gender, and intelligence.  We will discuss human growth, development, and 
the evolution of the human life cycle.  Lastly, we will examine issues of human health, nutrition and epidemiology and the human 
diseases found throughout the world.  Meets MAPS requirement for natural science: non-lab. Approved for arts and sciences core 
curriculum: Natural Science. 

ECON 2020-130R, 131R (4). Principles of Macroeconomics; Lecture: MWF 9:00am–9:50am, Recitation: W 10:00am–10:50am; 
Vijaya Sharma  
Introduces principles of economics related to performance of an economy; discusses methods of measurement and 
determinants of performance, especially the national output, income, inflation, unemployment, and international trade and 
balance of payments; presents a model framework for analyzing fiscal and monetary policies and compares and contrasts 
economic theories and views on methods of stabilizing and/or accelerating growth of economic activities. Special emphasis is 
given to the discussion of current U.S. macroeconomic issues.  Pre-Requisite:  ECON 2010.  Meets MAPS requirements for social 
sciences: general. Approved for arts and sciences core curriculum: Contemporary Societies. 

HIST 2166-130R (3). The Vietnam Wars; T/Th 9:30am-10:45am; Doug Snyder  
Traces the causes, course, and outcome of the wars in Vietnam from 1940 until 1975. Explains the successes of the 
revolutionaries and the failures of the French and Americans. Analyzes the development of Vietnamese nationalism, French 
colonialism, and U.S. intervention. Examines the portrayal of the U.S. war in American popular culture and political discourse 
since 1975. Approved for arts and sciences core curriculum: contemporary societies or United States context. Prerequisites: 
History (HIST) majors are restricted from taking this course.  Approved for arts and sciences core curriculum: United States 
context or Contemporary Societies. 

HIST 2220-130R (3). History of War and Society;  The Iraq War; T/Th 11:00am-12:15pm; Daniel DuBois 
This course seeks to explore the history, events, and repercussions of America's 2003-2012 war in Iraq through a targeted study of 
both American and Iraqi perspectives. We will begin with a brief study of America's relationship with Iraq during the 20th century 
and an examination of life in Iraq under Saddam Hussein. From there, we will investigate the events and legacies of the Persian 
Gulf War (1990-1991), the end of the Cold War, and the events of 9/11 as they related to policymaking decisions related to Iraq. 
The main focus of the class will be the 2003-2012 Iraq War. We will look at the war from a variety of perspectives, including but 
not limited to the experiences and decisions faced by American policymakers, Iraqi civilians, American soldiers, the international 
community, the women of Iraq, the media, and American anti-war activists. Recommended for non-history majors and assumes no 
prior knowledge. Approved for arts and sciences core curriculum: Historical context. 

HIST 2220-131R (3). History of War and Society;  The Iraq War; T/Th 12:30pm-1:45pm; Daniel DuBois 
This course seeks to explore the history, events, and repercussions of America's 2003-2012 war in Iraq through a targeted study of 
both American and Iraqi perspectives. We will begin with a brief study of America's relationship with Iraq during the 20th century 
and an examination of life in Iraq under Saddam Hussein. From there, we will investigate the events and legacies of the Persian 
Gulf War (1990-1991), the end of the Cold War, and the events of 9/11 as they related to policymaking decisions related to Iraq. 
The main focus of the class will be the 2003-2012 Iraq War. We will look at the war from a variety of perspectives, including but 
not limited to the experiences and decisions faced by American policymakers, Iraqi civilians, American soldiers, the international 
community, the women of Iraq, the media, and American anti-war activists. Recommended for non-history majors and assumes no 
prior knowledge. Approved for arts and sciences core curriculum: Historical context. 
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Spring 2015 Course Descriptions 

PSCI 3022-130R (3). Russian Politics; MWF 10:00am-10:50am; Sarah Sokhey 
Examines the development of Russian politics from the late Soviet period to the present. Topics covered include political culture, 
democratic transition, economic reform, and social problems in Russia. Approved for arts and sciences core curriculum: 
Contemporary Societies. 

PSCI 3143-130R (3). Current Affairs in International Relations; M/W 11:00am-12:15pm; Jaroslav Tir 
Analyzes the various theoretical and policy challenges facing the post-Cold War world, with an emphasis on examining 
alternative conceptions of and approaches to such challenges. The power of ethnicity has become abundantly evident in recent 
years, as nationalism has ripped apart countries and pitted communities against one another. When does nationalism cease to 
be a celebration of one’s heritage and become a force for fragmentation of communities and the repression of others?  This class 
will focus on the politics of identity, causes of inter-ethnic conflict, and potential solutions to inter-ethnic strife. Approved for arts 
and sciences core curriculum: Contemporary Societies. 

PSCI 4012-130R (3). Global Development; MWF 2:00pm-2:50pm; Mike Kanner 
Analyzes development theory, case studies in development strategies, and the problems and promises of development: 
specifically issues of gender, environment, labor, corruption and poverty. The primary focus is on explanations for variation in 
level of development over time and across countries. Approved for arts and sciences core curriculum: Contemporary Societies. 

RUSS 1010-130R (4). Beginning Russian; MWF 12:30pm-1:40pm; Galina Siergiejczyk 
This fun-filled course introduces the fundamentals of communication in Russian language through linguistic and cultural 
immersion, featuring journeys into the majestic vaults of Russian visual and performing arts, literature and history, in a focused, 
however cursory, overview of Russian culture. Students will master invaluable language skills that will allow them to confidently 
venture into study-abroad programs in Russia and Russian-speaking countries, as well as equip them with handy conversational 
language to express themselves in basic Russian at ease in other environments (i.e. greeting CU-trained and speaking-Russian 
astronauts returning to Earth from space missions, such as Steve Swanson).  Fulfills MAPS foreign language requirement.  

SCAN 2201-130R (3).  Introduction to Modern Nordic Culture and Society; T/TH 11:00am-12:15pm; Tamar Larsen 
Provides a comprehensive introduction to modern Nordic culture and society.  Surveys the history of Nordic countries and 
examines their culture using art, architecture, literature, and film.  Studies social issues, environmental concerns, and political 
patterns.  In profiling aspects of culture and society unique to Nordic countries, students arrive at a conception of a collective 
Nordic identity.  Taught in English.  Approved for arts and sciences core curriculum: Contemporary Societies.   

SPAN 2150-130R (5). Intensive Second-Year Spanish; MWF 11:00am–12:20pm; Kerrie Wlad 
This accelerated course is designed to cover two semesters of Spanish (SPAN 2110 and SPAN 2120) into one semester.  Begins 
with a quick review of past tenses and commands, then the student moves on to master more advanced grammar topics, read 
real-world short stories and texts, improve writing skills, and expand speaking and listening abilities. Credit not granted for this 
course and SPAN 2110 or 2120. Prerequisite: SPAN 1020 or placement and departmental approval. Fulfills MAPS foreign 
language requirement.  

WRTG 1150-130R (3). First-Year Writing and Rhetoric; T/TH 2:00pm-3:15pm; Damian Doyle 
Rhetorically informed introduction to college writing. Focuses on critical analysis, argument, inquiry, and information literacy. 
Taught as a writing workshop, the course places a premium on invention, drafting, and thoughtful revision. Meets MAPS 
requirement for English. Approved for arts and sciences core curriculum: Written Communication. 

WRTG 1150-131R (3). First-Year Writing and Rhetoric; M/W 3:00-4:15; Steven Lamos 
Rhetorically informed introduction to college writing. Focuses on critical analysis, argument, inquiry, and information literacy. 
Taught as a writing workshop, the course places a premium on invention, drafting, and thoughtful revision. Meets MAPS 
requirement for English. Approved for arts and sciences core curriculum: Written Communication. 


