
Schedule: 
Subject to change 
Updated 11/20/09 

 

Wk Lct.# Day Topic Reading Due 

1 1 Mon 8/24 
What does it mean to 

'develop'? 
   

1 2 Wed 8/26 
Intro Development: 

Movie: 'Life and Debt' 
 

Willis, Introduction    

1 3 Fri 8/28 

Intro Development: 
Geography themes 

Development 
Indicators 

Selections from the 
Dictionary Of Human 

Geography 

Activity 1: Life and Debt 
due 

2 4 Mon 8/31 

Intro Development 
cont'd  

 
Part I.  

 Shaping Perspective 

1. Porter and Sheppard 
"The inevitability of 

Difference" 
 

 2. Rahnema "Poverty" 
(Dev. Dictionary)  

 
3. Said "Orientalism"  

 

2 5 Wed 9/2 Why get involved?  

 
1. Sachs, The End of 

Poverty, Intro. And Ch. 3 
 

2.Economist, "Roots of 
Development" 

 

  

2 6 Fri 9/4 
Movie: Legacy of 

Malthus  
    

3   Mon 9/7 No Class     

3 7 Wed 9/9 

Research paper 
Assignment 

 
Intro to Economic 

Development 
  

1. Willis Ch. 2 pp 32-46 
(stop at 'Neo-liberalism') 

 

Activity 2: Legacy of 
Malthus 

3 8 Fri 9/11 Classical Economics 

1. Peet, pp 17-48 
 

2. Friedman, "It's a flat 
world after all" NYT  

  



4 9 Mon 9/14 Colonialism 
1. Porter and Sheppard, 

Ch. 15 
 

4 10 Wed 9/16 
Colonialism/ 

Modernization 

1. Peet Ch. 3  
 

2. Rostow "Stages of 
Development (optional) 

 

  

4 11 Fri 9/18 Modernization 

 
1. Hodgson, "Images and 

interventions"  
 

2. " Isichei: "Symbolic 
Appropriations of 

Modernity" 

  

5 12 Mon 9/21 Modernization 
1. Ferguson, "The Anti-

Politics Machine" 
  

5 13 Wed 9/23 
Marxism--Socialist 

approaches to 
Development 

1. Willis, Ch. 3   

5 14 Fri 9/25 Socialism 
1. Scott, Seeing like a 

state, Ujaama 
  

6 15 Mon 9/28 Dependency Theories 

 
1. Porter and Sheppard 

Ch. 6  
 
 

  

6 16 Wed 9/30 
Dependency Theories 

 

1. Frank, "The 
Development of under-

development"  
  

6 17 Fri 10/2 
Neoliberalism, Debt 

Crisis, SAPs  

 
1. Streeten "Structural 

Adjustment"  
2. Willis, Ppg 46-61 

 
 

Assign Groups 

7 18 Mon 10/5 
Corporate social 

responsibility 
and Nation-less states 

 
1. Watts, "Righteous Oil" 

 
2.*Optional* Hanson and 
Hentz "Neoliberalism and 

Neocolonialism" 
 

Guest Speaker: 
 Andrew Linke 

 

7 19 Wed 10/7 Post-Development 
1. Escobar, "Planning"  

2. Willis, Ch. 5          
  



7 20 Fri 10/9 Review Jeopardy None  
Group Activity 3: Defining 

Development  

8 21 Mon 10/12 Midterm 1 None  Midterm 1 

8 22 Wed 10/14 
Part II. 

Contemporary 
development 

 
1. Amartya Sen, 

introduction  
 

2. Willis, Ch. 4 
 

  

8 23 Fri 10/16 
Contemporary 
development 

1. De Soto "Mysteries of 
Capital" 

 

9 24 Mon 10/19 
'Grassroots' 

development: NGOs 
and Civil Society 

1. Igoe, "Rock and a hard 
place" 

  

9 25 Wed 10/21 
Participation and 

development 

 
 

1. Chambers, Ideas for 
Development Ch. 4 

 
2. *OPTIONAL* Borrini-

Reyerabend and Tarowski 
"Participatory Democracy 

in Natural Resource 
Management"  

  

Guest Lecture: 
Kendle Wade 

 

9 26 Fri 10/23 
Issues in 

Development: 
Economy, Finance 

1. Yunus 'Banker to the 
Poor' 

 

 
Guest lecture: Friendship 

bridge 
 

10 27 Mon 10/26 
Gender and 

Development  

  
1. Peet, Ch. 6 

 
 

10 28 Wed 10/28 

Issues in 
Development: 

Technology and 
Globalization 

 
1. Willis, Ch. 7  

 
2. Heeks, "ICTs and the 

Bottom Billion 
 

3.*Optional* UNICT, ICT 
to achieve MDGs 

 
 

Guest Lecture: 
Revi Sterling  

10 29 Fri 10/30 
Gender and 

Development Cont’d 
 

 
 

*Paper proposal, outline, 
sources due 



11 30 Mon 11/2 
Issues in 

Development: 
Agriculture  

1. Shiva, 'Resources'  

11 31 Wed 11/4 
Sustainable 

Development and 
Environment 

1. Willis, Ch. 6  
2. Adams "Sustainable 

development from below" 
  

11 32 Fri 11/6 

Issues in 
Development: 
Ecotourism and 
Conservation 

 
1. Honey "Costa Rica: On 

the Beaten Path" 
 

2. *Optional* Alcorn, 
"Dances around the Fire" 

 

Guest Lecture: 
Jessica Schwarz  

12 33 Mon 11/9 
Issues in 

Development: 
Migration 

 
1. Guttierrez, "El 

Salvador…remittances" 
 

2. Economist "Migrant 
Labour" 

 

Guest Lecture: 
Connor Sheehan 

12 34 Wed 11/11 
Issues in 

Development: Water 

 
1. Jeter  "South Africa's 

Driest Season" 
 

2. *Optional* Goldman, 
"Imperial Nature"  

 

  

12 35 Fri 11/13 
Issues in 

Development: Health 

 
1. Farmer: Infections and 

Inequalities: 
Introduction, Ch. 1, Ch. 9 

 
2. *OPTIONAL* Cheru 

"Debt, Adjustment, and 
the politics of effective 
response to HIV/AIDS" 

 

Activity 4: Health Web of 
Causation 

13 36 Mon 11/16 
Issues in 

Development: Health 
 
 

Guest Lecture: 
Evan Taylor, Peace Corps  

13 37 Wed 11/18 Review Jeopardy No Reading    

13 38 Fri 11/20 Midterm #2 Midterm #2   

14   
Mon 11/23 
Fall Break 

Fall Break 
  

No Reading   



14   
Wed 11/25 
Fall Break 

 Fall Break No Reading    

14   
Fri 

11/27Fall 
Break 

Fall Break  No Reading    

15 39 Mon 11/30 
Faith-Based 

Development 

 
1. Gill and Carlough, "Do 
mission hospitals…MDG5?  

 
2. Kadt, "Should God 

play a role in 
development?" 

 

 

15 40 Wed 12/2 
 Doing Development:  

Planning a Project 
 

 
1. Maathai, selections 
from The Greenbelt 

Movement: Sharing the 
approach and the 

experience 
 

 

15 41 Fri 12/4 

Doing Development: 
Field Research and 

Appraisals 
 

 
1. Chambers “PRA: 

Analysis and Experience”  
 

2. Optional Baker, WB 
"Evaluating the Impacts 
of Development Projects 
on Poverty: A handbook 

for practitioners 
 

 

16 42 Mon 12/7 

 
Doing Development: 
CSR and Fair Trade  

 

1. Chouinard, Let my 
people go surfing 

selections 
 

Group Activity 5: 
Local companies, global 

impacts 
Chocolove e Bella, and 

Conscious Coffee 

16 43 Wed 12/9 

 
Doing Development: 

Community 
involvement 

 
  

1. Topatimasang, 
"Mapping as a Tool" Ch. 
14 in Communities and 

Conservation 
 

 

16 44 
Fri 12/11 
Last Day 

Review  TBA  Final Paper Due 

    
Tues 12/15 
4:30pm-

7pm 
Final Exam Final Exam Final Exam 

 


