J University of Colorado at Boulder
Department of Environmental Health and Safety

NIH - Basis for the Classification of Biohazardous Agents by Risk Group (RG)

Risk Group 1 (RG1) | Agents that are not associated with disease in healthy adult humans

Risk Group 2 (RG2) Agents that are associated with human disease which is rarely serious and for
P which preventive or therapeutic interventions are often available

Agents that are associated with serious or lethal human disease for which
Risk Group 3 (RG3) | preventive or therapeutic interventions may be available (high individual risk but
low community risk)

Agents that are likely to cause serious or lethal human disease for which
Risk Group 4 (RG4) | preventive or therapeutic interventions are not usually available (high individual
risk and high community risk)

Department of Environmental Health and Safety 1000 Regent Drive 413 UCB  University of Colorado Boulder, Colorado 80309-0413 303 492 6025

Biosafety-EMS.NIH Basis.Classification of Biohazardous Agents.Risk Group.12_08 page 1of 1  Donnelly 02/16/05, Donnelly rev.12/08/08



