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Helping underprepared college freshmen succeed

Learning the Possible demonstrates that it is truly possible for under-pre-
pared high school graduates to be successful in college. It chronicles the
struggles and triumphs of five Mexican American students in their first year
of college, aided by a one-year scholarship and support program called the
College Assistance Migrant Program. CAMP, a federally funded program,
is designed to help college students from migrant and/or economically
disadvantaged families complete their first year of college. CAMP’s principal
objective is to put students on a trajectory toward completion of a bachelor’s
degree.

Laura, Christina, Luz, Maria, and Ruben, as the author calls them, had
daunting challenges: difficulties with English, extremely low self-confidence,
teenage motherhood, conflict between gender roles and personal desires,
and a history of gang membership. Focusing on the importance of con-
structing a new identity as a successful student, Reynaldo Reyes Ill shares
with readers the experiences of these marginalized students. Their stories,
coupled with perspectives from instructors, CAMP staff and counselors,
and the author’s own observations, illustrate the influence of past schooling,
the persistence of culture, and the tensions and challenges inherent in
developing a new identity.

This is a study of students who came from the margins and, in a very
short time, moved toward the mainstream. In the micro view, it provides
extraordinarily useful case studies of a successful intervention program in
process. In the larger scope, it is a look at the socially constructed nature of
possibility, hope, and success.

Reynaldo Reyes is an associate professor of teacher education in the College
of Education at the University of Texas at El Paso.

“This is a major contribution to the field of educational ethnography
and Latino studies. Since the book focuses on young people who
move from ‘at risk’ to success, it offers the rare opportunity to
examine the lives of those who transcend struggle to attain positive
outcomes.” —Julio Cammarota, author of Suerios Americanos:
Barrio Youth Negotiating Social and Cultural Identities

“This book presents rich data that will further the study of non-
traditional Latina/o college students. The Communities of Practice
theoretical framework used is important and intersects well with
other literature on identity and agency and education in the
manuscript.” —Luis Urrieta Jr., author of Working from Within:
Chicana and Chicano Activist Educators in Whitestream Schools



