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ADVANCED PLACEMENT – AP – PROGRAM NEWS 
Development of the College Board’s AP program in Japanese is well under way. A 12-

member Task Force that includes many ATJ and NCJLT members has met three times during the 
2004-05 school year to develop guidelines for the curriculum and test, and a second Task Force 
will begin this fall to finalize the exam specifications, write the AP Japanese course description, 
and write exam questions. 

Professional development classes and workshops for high school teachers who hope to 
participate in the AP program will begin in the fall of 2005. Information on the schedule of 
workshops and seminars follows this summary, together with an application for a waiver of fees 
to attend these workshops and classes. Please share this information widely with high school 
teachers in your community. Attendance at workshops and conferences is not required for AP 
teachers, but they will be useful as teachers prepare to offer the courses and administer the 
exams.  

AP Japanese Language and Culture courses will be offered for the first time in the fall of 
2006; the AP Japanese exam will be given first in May 2007, and annually thereafter. Partici-
pating in the AP program enables students to pursue college-level studies in high school and, in 
some cases, earn college-level credit for their work. 

There will not be a single “AP Japanese” course with recommended textbooks and teaching 
materials. The College Board will not endorse any specific textbooks or teaching methods. 
Teachers who are qualified to teach upper-level courses will develop their own curriculum and 
select their own teaching materials based on AP course information provided by the College 
Board. Completion of courses recognized as AP-level and achieving the highest score of 5 on the 
AP Japanese exam may be considered equivalent to completing 300 hours of college-level in-
struction. (Each college-level program will set its own standards for determining how to evaluate 
the work of incoming high school students who have participated in the AP program.) 

The AP Japanese Language and Culture Exam will be based on the “Standards for Japanese 
Language Learning,” and will clearly address three modes of communication (interpersonal, 
interpretive, and presentational) and four skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing). Al-
though the typical test taker will be a student who has completed a high school AP Japanese 
course, the exam can be taken by anyone over the age of 14, as long as he or she is not already 
enrolled in college, regardless of whether she or he has completed an AP course at a high school. 
This opens the program to heritage speakers of Japanese as well as students of Japanese as a 
foreign language. The exam will consist of authentic task-based questions and will be profi-
ciency- and performance-based. Examples of the type of questions that will be included are 
available online.  

Students will use computers to take the Japanese AP Exam. This decision raises some issues 
of school preparedness, but it is hoped that schools will be motivated to equip themselves with 
resources for computer-based foreign language teaching as a by-product of participating in this 
program. 

Although AP courses and exams will take place at the high school level, university-level 
Japanese language instruction will be impacted in a major way by the development of the AP 
program. The arrival on college campuses of students who have participated in the program and 
taken the AP Japanese Language and Culture Exam means that in order to assure smooth articu-
lation, the content of college courses will also have to take into account the standards- and pro-
ficiency-based principles that inform the AP courses. The AP program is a new opportunity to 
make articulation a two-way street. 

Detailed and updated information on the AP program is available on the web at 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/
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Note:  After attending the three selected professional development events (see the following page), 
participants will receive a certificate of completion and a complimentary copy of the AP Vertical 
Teams Guide for World Languages and Cultures publication. 
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