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James Randi Educational Foundation dedi-
cated to promoting and teaching critical
thinking about paranormal, supernatural,
and occult claims.

Randi is the sponsor of an ongoing $10,000
prize for “the performance of any paranor-
mal, occult or supernatural event occurring
under proper observing conditions.” For
more than 25 years the prize has gone un-
claimed.

Evelyn Resh

Evelyn Resh has been in practice as a certi-
fied nurse-midwife for over 15 years. She is
also a certified sexuality counselor with The
American Association of Sexuality Educa-
tors, Counselors, and Therapists. She holds
a master of public health degree and under-
graduate degrees in nursing, psychology,
and medical anthropology. Resh practices
integrative midwifery and gynecology with
women of all ages and lectures frequently
throughout the nation to professional and
lay audiences on the topics of women’s
health and sexual satisfaction. She is espe-
cially known for her warm, lively, and good
humored approach to her subject matter
and her ability to make others feel comfort-
able with often hard-to-discuss topics.

Resh is currently the director of Sexual
Health Services and Programming for
Canyon Ranch Health Resorts. In her role as
director, she creates and implements pro-
gramming focusing on the integration of
sensuality into daily living, as well as the
improvement of sexual satisfaction for indi-
viduals and couples of all sexual orienta-
tions. Her first book is scheduled for release
in spring of 2009 and will focus on the topic
of raising sexually healthy and responsible
teenage girls.

Resh lives in western Massachusetts with
her family, where she also maintains a small
private practice as a sexuality counselor.

Karambu Ringera

Karambu Ringera is a mother, an educator,
an academic, a grassroots organizer, an in-
ternational speaker, peace trainer, and a
peace proactivist. Over the past several
years, she has been involved in peace train-
ing around the world. In August 2007 she
participated in Oslo at a conference on the
Greening of Africa. Her involvement in this
event was a direct result of her participation
in CWA in April 2007!

Ringera is running for a seat in the Kenyan
Parliament, representing a district from
which no woman has ever been a candi-
date. Her platform is “Education, Enterprise,
Empowerment!” She wants to see improve-
ments made in the areas of education,
roads, irrigation, and health care for the
people of North Imenti.

Ringera is the founder of International Peace
Initiatives (IPI). IPI is a U.S.-based nonprofit
dedicated to supporting grassroots organi-
zations and their leaders in Africa. It sup-
ports initiatives that mitigate the effects of
war, poverty, disease, and discrimination,
particularly among women and children.
Since 2002 the AIDS Orphan’s Education
Fund, one of six IPI programs, has sent 200
orphans and vulnerable children to primary
and secondary schools, 2-year colleges, and
universities. IPI has also been instrumental
in forming many registered self-help groups
(now with over 2,000 participants) that are
transforming individuals and communities
through social support and microenterprise.

Working with the people in Kenya has
taught Ringera that engaged citizens can
accomplish extraordinary things. She has
dedicated her life to improving community
conditions in Kenya and around the world.

Doug Roble

Doug Roble is the creative director of soft-
ware at Digital Domain, the multiple Acad-
emy Award-winning visual effects studio
located in Venice, CA. Digital Domain has
produced the visual effects for Titanic,
Apollo 13, Flags of our Fathers, Transform-
ers, Pirates III, and many, many more. He
has been writing software and doing re-
search since he joined the company in
1993.

In 1999, Roble won a Scientific and Techni-
cal Achievement Academy Award for his 3D
tracking/scene reconstruction program,
“track.” In 2002 he received the Distin-
guished Alumnus Award from The Ohio
State University. This Feburary he received
the Scientific and Engineering Academy
Award for his work on Digital Domain’s fluid
simulation system.

Roble is currently the editor in chief of the
Journal of Graphics Tools. He is a member
of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences’s Digital Imaging Technology sub-
committee of the Sci-Tech Awards Commit-
tee. He also is an active participant in the
Association for Computing Machinery con-
ferences, where he chaired a program in
2002. He gave the keynote address at the
Symposium on Computer Animation in
2005. In 2007 he spoke at the American As-
sociatin for the Advancement of Science
conference in San Francisco and was an in-
vited speaker at the Symposium on Mathe-
matics and Science in Digital Media in
Singapore.

Roble is an avid cyclist, hiker, and skier and
enjoys drawing and watercolors. He’ll never
know enough mathematics but he doesn’t
let that get him down—learning math is so
much fun! And, of course, he loves movies
and video games as well.
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William Ryerson

Population Media Center’s founder and
president, William Ryerson has a 37-year
history of working in the field of reproduc-
tive health. This includes 20 years of experi-
ence adapting the Sabido methodology, a
family planning communication model, to
various cultural settings worldwide. He has
also been involved in the design of research
to measure the effects of such projects in a
number of countries. This has led to a series
of publications regarding a serialized radio
drama in Tanzania and its effects on
HIV/AIDS avoidance and family planning
use.

He received a BA from Amherst College and
an MPhil from Yale University. He served as
director of the Population Institute’s Youth
and Student Division, development director
of Planned Parenthood Southeastern Penn-
sylvania, associate director of Planned Par-
enthood of Northern New England and
executive vice president of Population Com-
munications International before founding
Population Media Center.

As a graduate student, Ryerson was founder
and first chairperson of the Yale Chapter of
Zero Population Growth (ZPG). He also
served on the Executive Committee of ZPG,
as Eastern vice president and secretary of
the national organization. Ryerson is listed
in several editions of Who’s Who in the
World, Who’s Who in America and Who’s
Who in the East. In 2006 he was awarded
the Nafis Sadik Prize for Courage from the
Rotarian Action Group on Population and
Development.

Antonio Sacre

Sacre, born in Boston to a Cuban father and
Irish-American mother, is an internationally
touring, award-winning storyteller and per-
forming artist based in Los Angeles. He
earned a BA in English from Boston College
and an MA in theater from Northwestern
University. Sacre has performed at the
Kennedy Center, the National Storytelling
Festival, the Library of Congress Festival of
the Book, and many other festivals both in
the U.S. and abroad.

He was commissioned by the Smithsonian
Museum in 2004 and by the Getty Museum
in 2005 to write a play for children. His lat-
est children’s book ,The Barking Mouse,
was published in 2003. He is a frequent
commentator on National Public Radio.

Sacre is a sought after keynote speaker and
community residency artist. He is commit-
ted to bridging racial divides and promoting
cultural understanding. He has worked as
artist-in-residence with at-risk teens in
Chicago, New York, and South Central Los
Angeles.

Stuart Schoffman

Stuart Schoffman was a young Hollywood
screenwriter when he first participated in
the Conference on World Affairs in 1983. He
has lived in Jerusalem since 1988 and
writes and lectures widely on politics, reli-
gion, history, and culture. He served for 17
years as an associate editor and columnist
at the Jerusalem Report. He is currently a
senior research fellow in Jewish studies at
the Shalom Hartman Institute and editor of
its English-language journal. He also works

as a translator of Hebrew literature, most
recently Friendly Fire, by the Israeli novelist
A.B. Yehoshua, to be published in the fall of
2008.

Schoffman worked as a reporter for Fortune
magazine, a staff writer at Time, and an edi-
tor at the Los Angeles Herald Examiner. He
has taught a variety of subjects at the Clare-
mont Colleges, the University of Texas at
Austin, the University of Southern California
film school, Tel Aviv University, and the He-
brew University of Jerusalem.

In the mid-1990s, Schoffman was a con-
sultant to the joint Israeli-Palestinian pro-
duction of Sesame Street. For the past two
years, in Bosnia and Turkey, he has served
on the faculty of the International Summer
School on Religion and Public Life. He is
also the writer of Eyes Wide Open, a new
documentary film exploring the emotional
relationship between American Jews and Is-
rael.

A native New Yorker, Schoffman is a gradu-
ate of Harvard and Yale.

Leonard Shlain

Leonard Shlain is the chairman of laparo-
scopic surgery at the California Pacific Med-
ical Center in San Francisco and is an
associate professor of surgery at the Univer-
sity of California at San Francisco. He is also
the author of three critically acclaimed, na-
tional bestselling, award-winning books. His
first book, Art & Physics: Parallel Visions in
Space, Time, and Light, was published in
1991. The Los Angeles Times called it “a
tour de force” and The New York Times
Book Review was equally enthusiastic.
His second book, The Alphabet Versus The
Goddess: The Conflict Between Word and
Image, achieved national bestseller status.
The Washington Post called it “bold and fas-
cinating.” George Steiner with the London
Observer wrote that it was “provocative and
innovative.” His latest book, Sex, Time and
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Power: How Women’s Sexuality Shaped
Human Evolution, was also a national best-
seller.

Shlain lectures widely in the U.S. and Eu-
rope. He has been a keynote speaker for
such diverse groups as the Smithsonian,
Harvard University, the Florence Academy of
Art, the Salk Institute, the Phillips Collection,
the Los Alamos National Laboratory, the
NASA Johnson Space Center, and the Euro-
pean Union’s Ministers of Culture.

Shlain has won many literary awards for his
visionary work and also holds several
patents on innovative surgical devices. He is
presently working on a book entitled
Leonardo’s Brain: The Right/Left Roots of
Creativity.

Shodekeh

Human beatboxer and Hip Hop artist,
Shodekeh has been using his body as a mu-
sical instrument since he was nine. Self
taught with no formal musical education, he
channels various concepts of instruments
and sounds through the human voice. He
can embody many musical tools and emula-
tions, including drum kits, ocean waves,
crickets, turntables, and sleigh bells.

Travels to such places as Oberlin College in
Ohio have kept moments increasingly chal-
lenging and stimulating for Shodekeh. He is
always seeking to interface his music with
genres foreign to his own, bridging gaps be-
tween everything from blues to avant garde
to classical.

Currently, Shodekeh works as an accompa-
nist for modern dance and ballet classes at
such places as Towson University and the
American Dance Festival. He is also a musi-
cal interpreter and artist-in-residence at the
Creative Alliance in Baltimore, where he ac-
tively creates original interpretive works of
visual art.

Seth Shostak

An astronomer at the SETI Institute in the
Silicon Valley, Seth Shostak is engaged in
the scientific search for extraterrestrial in-
telligence. This subject has been known to
incite otherwise rational folk to claim that
aliens are buzzing the countryside and oc-
casionally making unholy interferences into
their personal lives. Since this happens fre-
quently in Colorado, he expects continuing
spirited discussion of this controversial
topic.

Shostak has spent the majority of his in-
creasingly lengthy life studying galaxies
using radio telescopes. At some point during
these scholarly activities, he realized that
the hardware he was using to plumb the
depths of the universe could also be turned
to the task of seeking intelligent cosmic
company. He now occupies his days, and
quite a few nights, with efforts to eavesdrop
on alien radio broadcasts.

He has written hundreds of popular articles
on astronomy, film, technology, and sundry
other enervating topics. His popular tome,
Sharing the Universe, describes the scien-
tific effort to prove that we’re not alone in
the universe. With two Boulder-based co-
authors, he has written a college textbook
that he hopes will have a somewhat positive
effect on young minds. He also hosts a
weekly radio show on science which boasts
at least eight devoted listeners.

Shostak’s background is eclectic and en-
compasses such diverse activities as film-
making, railroading, and computer
animation. A frequent lecturer and sound-
bite artist on television and radio, he can
occasionally be heard lamenting the fact
that, according to his own estimate, he was
born two generations too soon to benefit
from the cure for death. He is the inventor of
the electric banana.

Jim Smith

James B. (Jim) Smith’s love affair with Boul-
der and CWA began six years ago, and the
annual pilgrimmage to old friends and new
ideas becomes even more exciting every
year. Smith has worked for Raytheon for the
past five years in a variety of positions, most
recently as the international business devel-
opment executive for Raytheon’s Integrated
Defense Systems in Tewksbury, Massachu-
setts.

Previously, Smith had a distinguished mili-
tary career, retiring from the U.S. Air Force
as a brigadier general in October of 2002.
His aviation career included 4,000 hours in
the F-15 and T-38 and combat sorties dur-
ing Desert Storm. During his military career,
his responsibilities included the command
of both the 94th Tactical Fighter Squadron
and the 325th Operations Group. Later, he
served as commander of the 18th Wing at
Kadena Air Base in Japan. His staff postings
included a variety of Joint and Coalition as-
signments, among them the North American
Air Defense Command, where he was the
deputy for operations; the National War Col-
lege, where he was a professor; and, finally,
as commander of the Joint Warfighting Cen-
ter, Joint Forces Command.

Smith is a distinguished graduate of the U.S.
Air Force Academy (BS in military history),
Indiana University (MA in history), the Air
Command and Staff College, the Naval War
College, and the National War College. He’s
married to CWA panelist, Janet Breslin-
Smith, and they have four children … the
youngest graduated from CU last spring.
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Fintan R. Steele

Fintan Steele spends most of his time divin-
ing what the future of medicine looks like in
the postgenomic era. He is the executive
vice president for Life Sciences and Molec-
ular Medicine for the strategic communica-
tions consulting firm Feinstein Kean
Healthcare, working with government, aca-
demic, biotech, and advocacy organizations
to help them imagine themselves as part of
that future.

Happily married (legally in Massachusetts!)
to his long-suffering and sweet southern
husband, Scott Beard, Steele has been a
molecular biologist, a Benedictine monk and
priest, an editor for Nature and other scien-
tific publications, director of communica-
tions for Novartis Institutes and for the
Broad Institute of MIT and Harvard, and an
aerobics teacher until his joints and spinal
discs demanded he act his age. He has
written and published a variety of articles,
etc.—some of them good—around all
those experiences.

Steele and Beard are proud adoptive par-
ents of three slightly odd Cornish Rex cats
and live in Medford, MA, home of Amelia
Earhart and “Jingle Bells.”

Michael Stoff

Michael Stoff is a historian of the modern
United States. He is the author of Oil, War,
and American Security and co-author of Na-
tion of Nations: A Narrative History of the
American Republic, American Journey: The
Quest for Liberty, The American Nation, and
America: A History. He is also co-editor of
The Manhattan Project: A Documentary In-

troduction to the Atomic Age and series co-
editor of the Oxford New Narratives in
American History. Stoff has lectured widely
on modern American history, the American
presidency, and American foreign affairs. He
has been honored many times for his teach-
ing, most recently with election to the Acad-
emy of Distinguished Teachers.

Stoff received his PhD from Yale University.
After teaching at Yale, he moved to the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin, where he is cur-
rently a member of the history department.
There he has served as director of the his-
tory honors program and the graduate pro-
gram in history. At present, Stoff is director
of the nationally acclaimed Plan II Honors
Program, one of the oldest core curricula in
the country.

Mark Trahant

Mark Trahant is editor of the editorial page
for the Seattle Post-Intelligencer, where he
directs a staff of writers, editors, and a car-
toonist. He also writes a weekly Sunday col-
umn distributed nationally. He has been
chairman and chief executive officer at the
Robert C. Maynard Institute for Journalism
Education, a nonprofit that is the country’s
premier institute for providing advanced
training and services to help news media
reflect diversity in content, staffing, and
business operations.

Trahant is a member of Idaho’s Shoshone-
Bannock Tribe and former president of the
Native American Journalists Association. He
is a former columnist at The Seattle Times
and has been publisher of the Moscow-Pull-
man Daily News in Moscow, Idaho. He was
also executive news editor of The Salt Lake
Tribune, a reporter at The Arizona Republic
in Phoenix, and has worked at several tribal
newspapers. He serves as a trustee of The
Freedom Forum, a foundation that promotes
free press, free speech, and free spirit.

He has won numerous journalism awards
and was a finalist for the 1989 Pulitzer Prize
in national reporting as co-author of a series
on federal Indian policy. He was also a juror
for the Pulitzer Prize in 2004 and 2005.

Trahant is the author of Pictures of Our No-
bler Selves, a history of American Indian
contributions to journalism. He is also the
author of “The Whole Salmon,” commis-
sioned by Idaho’s Sun Valley Center for the
Arts. His most recent book, Lewis & Clark
Through Indian Eyes, is an anthology edited
by the late Alvin Josephy, Jr.

Trahant is married to LeNora Begay Trahant
and they have two boys, Marvin and Elias.
They live on Bainbridge Island in Washing-
ton state.

Sanho Tree

Sanho Tree is a fellow and director of the
Drug Policy Project at the Institute for Policy
Studies in Washington, D.C. The project
works to end the domestic and international
war on drugs and replace it with policies
that promote public health and safety as
well as economic alternatives to the prohibi-
tion drug economy. The intersection of race
and poverty in the drug war is at the heart
of the project’s work. In recent years the
project has focused on the attendant collat-
eral damage caused by the U.S. exporting
its drug war to Colombia, Bolivia, and
Afghanistan. Tree also studies the intersec-
tion of the war on drugs and the war on ter-
ror.

Tree has been featured in documentaries
such as Coca Mama, Plan Colombia: Cash-
ing in on a Drug War Failure, Held Hostage
in Colombia, and the ABC documentary, War
on Drugs, War on Ourselves, by John Stos-
sel. He has also appeared on Politically In-
correct with Bill Maher. Currently, he serves
on the boards of Witness for Peace and the
Andean Information Network.
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Tree is a former military and diplomatic his-
torian, and he has collaborated in the past
with Gar Alperovitz on the book, The Deci-
sion to Use the Atomic Bomb and the Archi-
tecture of an American Myth. From 1996 to
1997, he assisted entertainer Harry Bela-
fonte and continues to work as an occa-
sional consultant for him on international
issues. He was also associate editor of
CovertAction Quarterly, an award-winning
magazine of investigative journalism.

Trân Manh Tuân 

Trân Manh Tuân was born in Hanoi into a
family of stage performers. His father,
mother, and sister perform traditional “Cai
Luong” (The Renovated Theater), a theatri-
cal art created in South Vietnam based on
song and dance. Tuân began playing saxo-
phone in 1979 and was the first Vietnamese
musician to receive a scholarship from the
Berklee College of Music in Boston. He
formed Orient Band in 1991, which won the
gold medal in a national music competition,
earning Tuân the title of “Best Saxophonist
in Vietnam.“ His first solo concert was in
1993 at the Opera House in Hanoi, where he
performed before an audience of 700.

Tuân has released eight solo CDs during his
career and has collaborated with many
well-known Vietnamese singers. His tours
have taken him to Europe, Russia, China,
Thailand, Singapore, and the United States.
He has performed with numerous musi-
cians, including saxophonists Hans Dulfer
and Fulvio Albano, drummer Alfred Simms-
Protz, pianists Rob Mullins, Mike Del Frerro
and John Ferguson, and singers Stephan
Echer, Co Co York, and Jennifer Ryan. Most
recently, he performed with Herbie Hancock
and Wayne Shorter.

In 1999 he received the “Best Teacher of
the Year” award from both the Music Col-
lege of Hanoi and the Army College of
Music. He has also taught at the Ho Chi

Minh City Conservatory of Music, working
as a composer, producer, arranger, and sax-
ophonist.

While Tuân is considered a leader of the
Vietnamese jazz movement, his favorite
music combines traditional Vietnamese
music with contemporary music. His latest
albums, Drifting Blossoms, Floating Clouds
and Body & Soul, were released in 2008.

Harvey Wasserman

Harvey Wasserman is author or co-author of
a dozen books, including Solartopia! Our
Green-Powered Earth, the first post-corpo-
rate visioning of how our world might work
after a revolution in community-owned re-
newable energy. Since 1973 he has been
part of the grassroots No Nukes movement
aimed at transcending King CONG (Coal, Oil,
Nukes and Gas). The Solartopian vision has
been put to song by Pete Seeger, and the
book is introduced by Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.
In the fall of 2007, Bonnie Raitt, Jackson
Browne, and Graham Nash formed the
nukefree.org web site, which Wasserman
edits, aimed at shutting down the nuclear
power industry. Their efforts were part of a
citizen's campaign that helped strip from
the federal Energy Bill $50 billion in loan
guarantees for building new reactors.

Wasserman co-authored with Professor Bob
Fitrakis, How the GOP Stole America's 2004
Election & Is Rigging 2008. They are plaintiff
and attorney in a federal civil rights lawsuit
meant to guarantee that no American elec-
tion is ever stolen again. Their coverage of
election protection and other issues at is
www.freepress.org, where they advocate
automatic universal voter registration, hand-
counted paper ballots, and a four-day na-
tional holiday for voting, with ballots
counted by the nation's high school and col-
lege students.

Minnesota wind pioneer Dan Juhl and
Wasserman co-authored Harvesting Wind
Energy as a Cash Crop, a definitive guide for
developing independently owned wind
farms—a municipal-based model they ad-
vocate for the city of Boulder.

Wasserman teaches history and diversity at
two central Ohio colleges. His recently re-
published Harvey Wasserman's History of
the United States and A Glimpse of the Big
Light: Losing Parents, Finding Spirit, were
endorsed by the late, great Kurt Vonnegut.
Wasserman will be attending his 21st Con-
ference on World Affairs, which he considers
a lucky number.

Liz Weir

Liz Weir is a professional storyteller and
writer from Northern Ireland where she is
based at Ballyeamon Barn, a center for sto-
rytelling and traditional arts in the Glens of
Antrim. Formerly children’s librarian for the
city of Belfast, she now travels the world
telling stories to adults and children. She or-
ganizes workshops and appears at major
international festivals. Among the countries
Weir has performed in are Israel, Germany,
Canada, the United States, and Australia.

Weir was the first winner of the International
Storybridge Award from the National Story-
telling Network, which cited her “exemplary
work promoting the art of storytelling within
Ireland and between other countries.” She
is the author of two collections of stories for
children, Boom Chicka Boom and Here,
There and Everywhere, and has recently
completed Wise Up and Think, a series of
five books for the Northern Ireland primary
school curriculum.

Highlights for Weir in 2007 included her first
visit to South Africa, where she spoke at the
IFLA conference, and a residency at the In-
ternational Storytelling Center in Jonesbor-
ough, Tennessee. She has presented The
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Gift of the Gab, a storytelling series for BBC
Radio Ulster, and has recently written
scripts for five television animations aimed
at young children in Northern Ireland. The
latter project was created by the Media Ini-
tiative for Children, a joint effort by the Early
Years Organization in Northern Ireland and
the Peace Initiatives Institute in Colorado.
The project’s goal is to teach young children
the value of respecting, and including, oth-
ers who are different. Weir firmly believes in
the power of storytelling to promote under-
standing and aid conflict resolution.

She describes CWA as “the best week in my
year!”

Loretta Hidalgo Whitesides

Loretta Hidalgo Whitesides knew she had to
be on the ocean expedition when Titanic di-
rector, James Cameron, came to NASA
looking for astrobiologists willing to partici-
pate in his latest documentary. With a mas-
ter’s degree in biology from Caltech, a
bachelor’s degree in biology from Stanford
University, and a passion for exploration and
space travel that predates kindergarten,
Whitesides was set to go on her two mile
journey down to the bottom of the ocean.
The resulting IMAX documentary, Aliens of
the Deep, was released in 2005.

Since then, she has been a flight director for
Zero Gravity Corporation, floating weightless
over 700 times on their 727 aircraft. An ex-
pert in the field of human space exploration,
she also blogs daily on the topic of space
for Wired Science network, leads workshops
on launching your own career in space for
undergraduates, and is director of the U.S.
operation for the Space Generation Advisory
Council.

Whitesides is executive director of the or-
ganization, Yuri’s Night, an annual world-
wide space party that honors Yuri Gagarin,
the first human in the first launched space

shuttle. The event, created with her hus-
band, George, was celebrated on April 12,
2007 with over 120 cities in over 30 cities
participating. Last year’s theme, “Space Ex-
plorers Love Earth Too,” resulted in over
8,000 trees being planted. They are hoping
to create a holiday that will be celebrated
“10,000 years into the future.”

Whitesides and her husband are planning
the first ever space honeymoon on Galac-
tic’s SpaceShipTwo. A leader and pioneer in
the space generation community, she is
passionate about bringing together people
who want to use space to make a difference
for our planet.

Kamy Wicoff

Kamy Wicoff is an author and expert on the
modern bride and American wedding cul-
ture. Her best-selling book, I Do But I Don’t:
Why the Way We Marry Matters (May 2007),
is a combination of memoir and cultural
criticism, using the contemporary American
wedding as a lens through which to analyze
the attitudes of Generations X and Y toward
coupling and marriage. Wicoff interviewed
more than 80 women for I Do But I Don’t, in
addition to conducting scholarly and popular
research. At the heart of the work is an
analysis of the legacy of feminism amongst
these women, framed by a clear-eyed, hon-
est look at feminism’s role in her own life.

Wicoff also serves on the boards of Stanford
University’s Clayman Institute for Gender
Research and the I Do Foundation and on
the editorial board of the literary journal
Women’s Studies Quarterly. Her work has
appeared in Salon.com, Redbook , and
WSQ. It also has been anthologized in Why
I’m Still Married: Women Write Their Hearts
Out on Love, Loss, Sex and Who Does the
Dishes (2006) and About Face: 25 Women
Writers Talk About What They See When
They Look in The Mirror (June 2008).

Wicoff was born and raised in San Antonio,
Texas, and earned a BA from Stanford Uni-
versity and an MFA in creative nonfiction
from Columbia University in 2003. She and
her husband, Andrew, live in New York City
with their sons, Maximilian and Jedidiah.

Isaiah “Ike” Wilson

Lieutenant Colonel Isaiah (“Ike”) Wilson has
earned a reputation as one of the nation’s
most promising soldier-scholars. He was
commissioned as an officer in the United
States Army, graduating from West Point in
1989. Over the past 19 years, he has had a
diversity of assignments, including troop
command in Germany and the Balkans dur-
ing the 1990s civil wars, political-military
research and advisor to the Army Chief of
Staff, and combat assignments in Iraq. Wil-
son has become a leading advocate for
change in America’s approaches to security
policy, war, and peace.

His military career has included troop-lead-
ing, staff planning, and teaching assign-
ments, while participating in strategic and
operational level defense and security policy
initiatives. He has published extensively on
subjects related to organizational politics
and national security/defense policy. His
most recent book is Thinking Beyond War:
Civil-Military Relations and Why America
Fails to Win the Peace. As part of the Iraqi
Freedom Study Group, Wilson helped to
raise public attention and spark governmen-
tal movement toward policy reforms. At a
time of significant change in the parame-
ters, methods, and social context of war, he
has been at the center of innovative plan-
ning in the future of U.S. intervention policy.

Wilson has enhanced his military skills with
knowledge gathered through doctoral stud-
ies at Cornell University and studies for
masters’ degrees in various U.S. military
programs. Joining the National War College
faculty as the 2007-2008 U.S. Military
Academy fellow, he now serves with the de-
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partment of social sciences at West Point as
an associate professor and director of West
Point’s American politics, public policy, and
strategy undergraduate program.

Timothy E. Wirth

Timothy Wirth is the president of the United
Nations Foundation and Better World Fund.
These organizations were founded in 1998
through a major financial commitment from
Ted Turner to support and strengthen the
work of the United Nations. He has led the
formulation of the Foundation’s mission and
program priorities on the environment,
women and population, children’s health,
peace, security, and human rights. The
Foundation also engages in public advocacy,
resource mobilization, and institutional
strengthening efforts on behalf of the UN.

Wirth began his political career as a White
House fellow under President Lyndon John-
son and was deputy assistant secretary for
education during the Nixon Administration.
In 1975, Wirth returned to his home state
and successfully ran for the U.S. House of
Representatives, representing Colorado’s
Second Congressional District from 1975 to
1987. In the House he concentrated his ef-
forts in the areas of communications tech-
nology and budget policy. In 1987, Wirth
was elected to the U.S. Senate, where he
focused on environmental issues, especially
global climate change and population stabi-
lization. After a successful term, Wirth chose
not to run for re-election.

Following those two decades of electoral
politics, Wirth served in the U.S. Department
of State as the first undersecretary for
global affairs from 1993 to 1997. In this po-
sition he coordinated U.S. foreign policy in
the areas of refugees, population, environ-
ment, science, human rights, and narcotics.
Prior to entering politics, he was in private
business in Colorado.

Wirth is a graduate of Harvard and holds a
PhD from Stanford University. The recipient
of numerous awards and honorary degrees,
he also served as a member of the Harvard
Board of Overseers. He is married to Wren
Wirth, the president of the Winslow Founda-
tion, and they have two children.

Joy Zarembka

Joy Zarembka is the executive director of
the Break the Chain Campaign at the Insti-
tute for Policy Studies, an organization
working to end modern-day slavery and
human trafficking in the United States. In
this role she conducts interviews with mi-
grant women from Africa, Asia, Latin Amer-
ica, and Europe who have been trafficked,
enslaved, or exploited while employed in the
domestic worker industry in the United
States.

Zarembka provides legal, health, and social
services and referrals to domestic workers
by assembling a coalition of lawyers, social
workers, translators/interpreters, doctors,
and shelters equipped to tackle these traf-
ficking and exploitative cases. She works
with international agencies and embassies,
as well as Congressional and legislative ad-
vocacy groups. She also coordinates public
education events, media coverage, and
strategy meetings.

Zarembka has been instrumental in the cre-
ation of the Freedom Network, a nationwide
rapid-response coalition that works to en-
sure that all enslaved and trafficked persons
in the United States are able to enforce their
legal and human rights.

Born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to a
Kenyan mother and a European-American
father, Zarembka holds a master’s degree in
international relations from Yale University
and was awarded the Fox International Fel-
lowship to Cambridge University. She has
researched interracial families in Britain,

Kenya, Zimbabwe, and Jamaica. Her new
book, The Pigment of Your Imagination:
Mixed Race in a Global Society, was re-
leased in 2007.

John K. Zwerling

John Kenneth Zwerling practices law with
Zwerling, Leibig & Moseley, P.C. in Alexan-
dria and Charlottesville, VA. For the past 40
years, he has been aggressively defending
individuals and corporations in the trial and
appellate courts of state and federal judicial
systems in Virginia and across the country.
His clients include the famous and infa-
mous: rock stars and lawyers, politicians
and protestors, the innocent and the not so
innocent. He has defended Red Hot Chili
Peppers, Church of Scientology, Islamic
America Relief Association, Center for Is-
lamic Relations, Daniel Berrigan, Daniel Ells-
berger, Abu Ali, and  Peter Max, to name a
few. His practice areas include criminal law,
drugs and narcotics, Racketeer Influenced
and Corrupt Organizations (RICO), corporate
criminal law, constitutional law, congres-
sional investigations, government investiga-
tions, computer crime, health care fraud,
espionage, murder, terrorism, mail fraud,
and cyber sex.

Zwerling has authored a chapter in Larry
King’s recent book Beyond a Reasonable
Doubt, and he is has appeared on The Today
Show, Burdon of Proof, Firing Line, and the
NBC, ABC, Fox News, MSNBC, and CBS
evening news. He is a member of a number
of state and national associations, including
the National Association of Criminal Defense
Lawyers, the Virginia State Bar Council, and
the National Organization for the Reform of
Marijuana Law Legal Committee.

Zwerling earned his bachelor’s degree from
Tufts University and his J.D. from Washing-
ton College. He served in the U.S. Navy in
Vietnam from 1965 through 1967. He was
also an instructor of forensic expert training
for the FBI Academy.
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Friday, April 4
5-7 p.m. Canyon Gallery, Boulder Public Library,
1000 Canyon Boulevard
Opening Reception: “America’s Irreplaceable
Dance Treasures: The First 100” 
Exhibit from the Dance Heritage Coalition in Wash-
ington D.C. plus local exhibit on dance in Boulder
County.  Open through April 30.  For more informa-
tion: (303) 441-4391 haanm@boulder.lib.co.us
www.artsresource.org/dance

Monday, April 7
3:30-5 p.m. Clare Small 207
Maternal Health - A Global Perspective on the
Effect of War, Underdevelopment and Political
Unrest on Women’s Health
Panel: Jennifer Braun, International Midwife Assis-
tance; Gretchen Glode Berggren, M.D., Harvard
School of Public Health
Sponsored by RESULTS, Mothers Acting Up, 
Friendship Bridge, Global Education Fund, et al.

Monday, April 7
7 p.m. Chemistry 140
Understanding the Intifada and Palestinian 
Resistance
Speaker: Hatem Bazian, Professor of Ethnic Studies,
University of California, Berkley
Sponsored by Coalition for Justice in Palestine &
Rocky Mountain Peace and Justice Center. For
more information: (949) 233-0506

Tuesday, April 8
4-5:30 p.m. Leeds 320
Emerging Global Diseases, Emerging Threats:
The Rise of XDR-TB
Speaker: Dr. Robert Belknap, University of Colorado
Health Sciences Center
Sponsored by: RESULTS, Mothers Acting Up, 
Friendship Bridge, Global Education Fund, et al

Wednesday, April 9
3:30-5 p.m. Clare Small 207
The Year of Muhammad Yunus: Creating a World
Without Poverty Through Microcredit?
Panel: Sue Dorsey, Executive Director, Friendship
Bridge; Patricia Foley-Hinnen, Micro Finance Advi-
sor to the U.S. State Department, Fanja Rakotoni-
rina, Founder - Tropical Items Madagascar
Sponsored by: RESULTS, Mothers Acting Up, 
Friendship Bridge, Global Education Fund, et al

Wednesday, April 9
7 p.m. Math 100
Jews of Conscience and the Future of Israel and
Palestine
Speaker: Marc Ellis, Professor of Jewish Studies,
Baylor University
Sponsored by Coalition for Justice in Palestine &
Rocky Mountain Peace and Justice Center. For
more Information: (303) 444-0117

Wednesday, April 9
10:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Sewell Field
Israel @ 60
Come celebrate Israel’s 60th birthday with free 
Israeli food, live music, Israeli dancing and martial
arts, and much more! All for free!
For more information: (303) 442-6571

Wednesday, April 9
7 p.m. Center for British and Irish Studies, 
Norlin Library, 5th Floor
Are We Getting the News? A Discussion on the
State of the News Media
Panelists include members of the CU School of
Journalism & Mass Communication faculty as well
as members of the local press
For more information: (303)-492-1462 or
http://ucblibraries.colorado.edu/news/index.htm

Wednesday, April 9
7 p.m. Eaton Humanities 1B50
AIDS, Love and the Secret Lives 
of College Students
Scott Fried, international pubic speaker, health edu-
cator and author, has devoted the past 16 years of
his life lecturing at over 500 institutions on sexual
responsibility, abstinence, dating, HIV, homosexual-
ity, eating disorders, body image, self-mutilation,
suicide, alcohol and drug misuse, divorce and 
broken-heartedness, among other topics.

Wednesday, April 9
7 p.m., Muenzinger Auditorium
Film Screening: Darfur Now
Learn what you don't know about Darfur. 
Introduction and Q&A with producer of Darfur Now
and CWA Participant, Mark Jonathan Harris, in 
person. Sponsored by the International Film Series.

The Concurrent Events section of our pro-
gram lists various free, local events, which

are scheduled during the week of the Confer-
ence on World Affairs. These events are not
produced or sponsored by the CWA, but are
listed as a service to the community.  The

CWA takes no responsibility for the 
organization or content of these events.
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Thursday, April 10
10 a.m. Silver Sage Village, 1650 Yellow Pine
Learn about the history of Community, Environ-
ment and Sustainability in Cohousing from a pi-
oneer in the business of building and
development.
Speaker: Jim Leach, President, Wonderland Hill 
Development
For more information:  (303) 449-3232

Thursday, April 10
11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. Norlin Quad - meet in front
of the library
The World’s Biggest Lesson: Education is the
answer! Led by Karambu Ringera
Join school children and advocates of all shapes
and sizes in launching an awareness-raising event
to call for basic education for all children.
Sponsored by: RESULTS, Mothers Acting Up, 
Friendship Bridge, Global Education Fund, et al.

Thursday, April 10
4 p.m. Duane Physics G131
The Ethics of Resistance and the Problem of
Normative Foundations: Adorno and Habermas
Speaker: J. Gordon Finlayson, University of Sussex
For more information: (303)-492-7404

Thursday, April 10
4-5:30 p.m. Leeds 320
The Expanding Wealth Gap: Fact or Fiction?
Panel: David Sirota, author and journalist; Martha J
Karnopp, attorney-at-law, RESULTS volunteer;
Robin S. Koenigsberg, Ph.D., Regis University
Sponsored by: RESULTS, Mothers Acting Up, Friend-
ship Bridge, Global Education Fund, et al.

Thursday, April 10
6 p.m. ATLAS Black Box Theatre, Level B2
2001: A Space Odyssey.  
Internet2 Live Broadcast. 
The Philadelphia Orchestra’s Global Concert Series
extends beyond the walls of Verizon Hall, directly to
the ATLAS Center for Arts, Media, and Performance.
All ages welcome.
For more information: (303) 735-4577

Thursday, April 10
7 p.m. Eaton Humanities 150
Iraq: Invasion, Occupation, and Prospects for
Peace and Democracy
Speaker: Dr. Sami-AlBanna, Iraqi-born American
Citizen, Executive and Architect
For more information: (303) 444-6523

Thursday, April 10
7 p.m. Benson 180
Is There Hope for Peace for the Palestinians and
Israel?
Khaled Abu Toameh is an award-winning journalist
and television news producer, who has reported
from the West Bank and Gaza Strip for more
than 20 years for both Palestinian and Israeli print
publications, and produces television news pro-
grams in the U.S. and Europe.
For more information: (303) 442-6571

Friday, April 11
1:30 - 3:00 p.m. Leeds 300
From Microcredit to Social Business and Social 
Entrepreneurship: Next Steps on the Way to 
Ending Poverty 
Panel: Bob Sample, Colorado State Coordinator, RE-
SULTS; Nancy Fell, Assoc. Prof. Non-Profit Manage-
ment, Regis University; Beth Parish, Regis
University 
Sponsored by: RESULTS, Mothers Acting Up, Friend-
ship Bridge, Global Education Fund, et al

Friday, April 11
3:30-5 p.m. Clare Small 207
Engineers Without Borders (EWB): Lending 
Technical Aid to Bring Clean Water, Sanitation
and Other Engineering Projects to Communities
in Developing Countries
Dr. Bernard Amadei, founder of EWB and members
of the CU EWB chapter will talk about their work on
water, sanitation and other civil engineering proj-
ects to developing counties.
Sponsored by: RESULTS, Mothers Acting Up, Friend-
ship Bridge, Global Education Fund, et al

Friday, April 11
6-8 p.m. Boulder City Municipal Building Lobby,
S.W. Corner of Broadway & Canyon
Sister Cities that Have Changed My Life
Can small groups of committed individuals create
peace, understanding and cultural exchange with
far-flung places? A panel of representatives from
Boulder’s six sister cities will present and discuss
the experience of people-to-people diplomacy and
how it has affected lives here and around the
world.

The Concurrent Events section of our pro-
gram lists various free, local events, which

are scheduled during the week of the Confer-
ence on World Affairs. These events are not
produced or sponsored by the CWA, but are
listed as a service to the community.  The

CWA takes no responsibility for the 
organization or content of these events.







The Student Committee for the Conference on World Affairs 
is Grateful for support received from:

Vice President for Academic 
Affairs and Research (VPAAR)

Arts and Sciences 
Student Government (ASSG)

University of Colorado 
Student Union (UCSU)

Vice Chancellor for 
Student Affairs (VCSA)
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