Renaissance Saint-Fashioning: Milton's Reformation of Lydgate's St. Edmund
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- $ ' Lydgate transplants Edmund’s
body from its various Germanic, French, and Latin zopoi into his local soil, while Milton grafts the

corpse of Lydgate’s saint onto a foreign, papist system whose very roots are rotten
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These episodes are only two instances in Edmund’s extensive recreation of East Anglia’s
topography in Lydgate’s text. As the martyr-king wanders across his adopted place, he maps on it
the prospect of unbounded freedom for his populace, who subsequently continues under his
protection in the succeeding centuries of Bury Abbey’s autocratic domination of this region. The
resulting mythico-historical contract is embedded in the physical landscape, and geographical
markings function as a reminder of this symbiotic relationship between god and human, king and
subject, and abbey and pilgrim even to the present day: in a recent article, Stephen Reimer
recounts how villagers throughout the region still identify streams and fountains with Edmund’s
miraculous acts.® Although the actual site where his bones were interred is long gone, Lydgate’s
literary reliquary chthonically defines the current East Anglian landscape. The monument has

been destroyed, but its shadow still looms large for the descendents of Edmund’s chosen folk.
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