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T wo recent stories involving CU students have impacted our university community hard, and
raised serious questions about student safety and conduct. The December 17, 2007 assault on
one of our students appears to have stemmed from an insult that, fueled by cell phone calls
and bad judgment on the part of other students, led to a fight that has left a vibrant young
man battling for his life in a New York City hospital.

Shortly thereafter, the university community was shocked by the tragic death of a 22-year-old
student from an apparent drug overdose. As | write this, police are investigating his death,
and his passing has left grieving friends and family members to whom we offer our deepest,
heart-felt sympathies.

Added to these tragedies are other stories we often do not hear about, or that warrant only a
brief mention in media. Every year CU students are seriously injured in accidents going to or
returning from the ski slopes. On the slopes themselves, there are students who ski or board
out of bounds and fall victim to avalanches or collisions. In our warm weather months,
students have found themselves lost in the mountains or even stranded on one of the steep
faces of Boulder's Flatirons. Other accidents occur. Just last week, we lost a dear and valued
member of our student community who was struck by a car on the shoulder of an icy road on
U.S. 287 and killed.

Besides accidents, there are incidents in which students themselves are a factor, overindulging
in alcohol and ending up in the hospital. There are also students who, perhaps fueled by
alcohol or extreme emotions, let their tempers get the better of them and end up in physical
confrontations that cause injury, embarrassment, regret or all three.

It does not have to be this way. Life is precious, and events such as these rob us of our
individual and collective future. Every CU student injured or lost represents hopes and dreams
delayed or dashed. And if our world requires anything right now, it is more, not fewer, dreams
realized.

I believe that recent events warrant a reminder to you, our students, that failure to recognize
this can have dire consequences - not just for each of us, but also to our friends and fellow
students and to our lifelong aspirations.

Aiding students in fulfilling these aspirations, the University of Colorado at Boulder offers a
caring and compassionate community, vistas to explore and adventure for the mind, body and
spirit. At the same time, our community offers a host of resources to reduce violence and
achieve peaceful conflict resolution.
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