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Dual-flush toilets help CU-Boulder's greening efforts
University saving water with eco-friendly bathrooms
By Brittany Anas, For the Colorado Daily
Posted: 08/03/2009 10:28:19 PM MDT

 

The University of Colorado's greening efforts have reached the restrooms: Now toilets are going with the flow.

Bathrooms in CU's newest buildings, such as the ATLAS technology hub and new law building, feature water-stingy
urinals that help save water. This year, dual-flush toilets have been installed in a women's

bathroom at the school's University Memorial Center, and they are in the
construction plans for other CU buildings.

The dual-flush toilets -- popular in European lavatories -- allow students to
choose an appropriate No. 1 or No. 2 flush.

The eco-friendly toilets flush away 1.6 gallons of water for solids and about
0.8 gallons for liquids, according to Moe Tabrizi, CU's energy conservation
officer.

CU's eco-conscious bathrooms fit into Gov. Bill Ritter's "Greening of State
Government" executive order. The plan calls on state agencies to trim
energy consumption 20 percent, cut down on paper products 20 percent and
reduce water consumption 10 percent by 2012.

Partly because of the conservative flushing, CU's Boulder campus has gone
from using 412 million gallons a year to 290 million gallons a year since
2003, said Dave Newport, director of CU's Environmental Center. During that
same time, the school's building space has grown 12 percent, he said.

"That's a pretty remarkable conservation rate," Newport said.

Paper towels in Folsom Field -- as well as the UMC, student health and recreation centers -- are compostable,
Newport said.

UMC Director Carlos Garcia said the school is considering installing more low-flow toilets throughout the building.
Now, they are limited to 19 toilets in the women's bathroom on the third floor. There are flushing instructions in
the stalls.

The toilets stick out, with bright green flush handles.

"I was confused at first," said CU student Anna Janssen, a junior journalism major. "But I think it's good to see the
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school doing this for the environment."

Dual-flush toilets are also in the plans for CU's latest construction projects -- including the biotechnology building,
Visual Arts Complex and Center for Community student hub, said Megan Rose, communications manager for CU's
facilities management.
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