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	What is the relationship between history and memory? And, what does culture have to do with it? In this course, we will examine the politics of history-making from anthropological and interdisciplinary perspectives. “History” does not mean the same thing everywhere. How do different cultures determine what pasts should be remembered as well as which should be forgotten, and why? This course will cover two bodies of literature: first, critical anthropological and interdisciplinary scholarship on history, and second, interdisciplinary writings on history and memory. Why is it important for anthropologists to include history in their research? We will discuss this question in the context of both how cultural anthropologists have approached history over the decades and in so doing draw on the work of historical anthropologists as well as social theorists, and scholars of historical memory. The connection of history and memory is a complex one—is memory part of history, a counter to it, or both? How does one study cultural and historical memory? What is the relationship to forces that often ground both history and memory: the nation and other forms of community, land, family, and other centers of belonging? This class will move towards answering these questions through considering issues such as the production of truth, oral versus written sources, personal and collective memory, and memories of war and loss.  

Course authors currently include Walter Benjamin, Dipesh Chakrabarty, Michael Foucault, Veena Das, Maurice Halbwachs, Pierre Nora, Hayden White, C. Nadia Serematakis
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