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100 Medical School Interview Practice Questions
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What are your career plans and what led you to these decisions?
What do you feel is the purpose of Medical School?
Tell me about why you are interested in this program.
Describe your style of communicating and interacting with others. Give an example of a situation in
which you had to utilize effective interpersonal skills.
Describe a situation in which you were dependable or demonstrated initiative. One in which you were
not as dependable as you would have liked.
What experiences have you had working with diverse populations?
How do you handle stress?
From what you understand of medical school, what part of the program will be most difficult for you?
If you were a cookie, what cookie would you be?
Describe how you can effectively deal with someone in crisis.
What was your favorite college course and why?
What do you hope to gain from this experience?
Describe your style of communicating and interacting with others.
Tell me about a time when you demonstrated initiative.
Tell me about a time when you faced a conflict or anger with another individual.
Tell me about a time when you were criticized unfairly.
Tell me about a time when you failed.
How do you handle failure?
Tell me about a time when you’ve been disappointed in a teammate or fellow group member. What
happened? How did you approach the situation?
Describe a situation in which you have worked with a diverse group of people. What did you learn from
that situation?
How do you handle change?
How do you go about making important decisions?
If you could start your college career all over again, what would you do differently?
What were your most memorable accomplishments in your college career?
What does the word “success” mean to you?
What attracted you to this program?
What do you do when you are not at work or school?
How would your teammates describe you? How would your professors describe you?
If we contacted your references now, what do you think they would say about you?
If you could change one aspect of your personality with a snap of your fingers, what would you change?
In what course did you get the worst grades? Why?
What two things would you consider your greatest strengths?
What two things would you consider your greatest weaknesses?
What else do you want us to know about you before you leave today?
Who would you say has been the most influential person in the last one-hundred years?
Why do you want to be a doctor?
What do you do in your spare time?
What are your specific goals in medicine?
What stimulated your interest in medicine?
What do you think about HMO’s and the changes taking place in medicine?
What schools have you applied to?
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What do you intend to gain from a medical education?
What do you think about euthanasia?
Why do you think so many people want to be doctors?
Do you think a physician should tell a patient he/she has eight months to live?
There are 1,000 applicants as qualified as you. Why should we pick you?
What steps have you taken to acquaint yourself with what a physician does?
How would your plans differ if you knew that all physicians would be working in HMO’s in the future?
What do you think is the most pressing issue in medicine today?
What will you do if you don’t get into medical school?
What are your positive qualities and what are your shortcomings?
What is your relationship with your family?
How do you think your role as a physician fits in with your role as a member of the community?
Describe your personality.
What do you have to offer our school?
What are the best and worst things that have ever happened to you?
What do you see yourself doing in medicine 10-15 years from now?
Is medicine a rewarding experience? Why?
Would you practice in the inner city? What do you think happens to people who practice medicine there
(attitude changes, etc.)?
If there were an accident on the highway, would you stop and help the victims, knowing that doing so
might lead to a malpractice claim against you?
What aspects of your life’s experiences do you think make you a good candidate for medical school?
If your best friends were asked to describe you, what would they say?
How do you plan to finance your medical education?
What do you think about the ongoing conflict in Iraq?
Discuss a book that you have recently read for pleasure. Why did you select that book?
If you could invite four people to dinner, who would they be? Why?
A patient who has been in an accident needs a blood transfusion. She states that her religion does not
allow them. You are the physician in charge. What will you do? Will you override her strong objection?
Why/why not?
If you have the choice of giving a transplant to a successful elderly member of the community or a 20year old drug addict, how do you choose?
What will you do if you are not accepted to medical school this year?
What newspapers, journals, etc., do you read on a regular basis?
Why did you choose your undergraduate major?
What extracurricular activities were you involved in during your undergraduate major?
What qualities do you look for in a physician?
Where do we stand in your list of medical school preferences?
What is the most pressing health issue today?
What experiences have you had in community involvement that demonstrate your commitment to
medicine?
How do you think your personal background will affect your practice?
What are the negative aspects of medicine from a professional standpoint?
Would you like academic medicine as a career?
How might you deal with a terminally ill patient?
If you want to help people, why not social work?
Describe any travels that you have undertaken and exposure to other cultures than your own, if any.
Do you prefer the idea of basic research or of working with people?
Have you an alternative career plan?
When you need counseling for personal problems, whom do you talk with?
Describe your childhood and present living conditions.
How will you keep in touch with community needs?
How do you handle blood and gore?
Tell us your opinion of this medical school's curriculum.
Discuss National Health Insurance and how it would affect the physician and the patient.

91. Do you feel that medical students receiving federal loans should spend time practicing medicine in a
rural area to give society something in return?
92. What are the differences between Britain's health care delivery system and ours?
93. What is the biggest problem in the world today?
94. What is your solution to terrorism?
95. How do you feel about euthanasia?
96. What is success?
97. What do you think about American primary health care delivery (i.e., status quo, total private systems,
national health insurance)?
98. If you discovered a classmate cheating, what would you do?
99. Tell me about your family. How do they feel about your decision to attend medical school?

100.

What impact do you want to have on the medical profession?

31 Questions I Wish I Had Asked
Medical schools, like individuals, are very different—in their philosophies, faculties, curricula, and
the type of students they attract. Consequently, selecting the "best" medical school for you can be
very challenging. The following set of questions was compiled by medical students from across the
country to assist you in evaluating the schools you will visit. This list is by no means complete; it
was designed to serve as a base for your own questions. Keep in mind that the interview represents
a wonderful time for you to learn, so don't be shy about asking anyone your questions.
Congratulations on your career choice and good luck with interviews!
Organization of Student Representatives
Association of American Medical Colleges
January 1992
1.

Are there any special programs for which this medical school is noted?

2.
Describe this school's curriculum in the pre-clinical and clinical years. Are there any
innovations, like Problem-Based Learning?
3.

Are there opportunities for students to design, conduct, and publish their own research?

4.

Is there a note-taking service? If so, is it University-run or student-run?

5.
Is there flexibility in the coursework (the number of electives) and the timing of the courses
(accelerating, decelerating, and time off) during the pre-clinical and clinical years?
6.
Has this medical school, or any of its clinical departments, been on probation or had its
accreditation revoked?
7.
How do students from this medical school perform on the National Board Examinations?
How does the school assist students who do not pass?
8.

How are students evaluated academically? How are clinical evaluations performed?

9.
Is there a formal mechanism in place for students to evaluate their professors and attending
physicians? What changes have been made recently as a result of this feedback?
10.
What kind of academic, personal, financial, and career counseling is available to students?
Are these services also offered to their spouses and dependents/children?
11.
Is there a mentor/advisor system? Who are the advisors—faculty members, other students,
or both?

12.
How diverse is the student body? Are there support services or organizations for ethnic
minorities and women?
13.
Tell me about the library and extracurricular facilities (i.e., housing and athletic/recreational
facilities).
14.
Are there computer facilities available to students? Are they integrated into the
curriculum/learning?
15.
What type of clinical sites—ambulatory, private preceptors, private hospitals, rural
settings— are available or required for clerkships? Does this school allow for students to do
rotations at other institutions or internationally?
16.

Is a car necessary for clinical rotations? Is parking a problem?

17.

What is the current tuition and fees? Is this expected to increase yearly? If so, at what rate?

18.
Are there stable levels of federal financial aid and substantial amounts of university/medical
school endowment aid available to students?
19.
Are there students who have an "unmet need" factor in their budget? If so, where do these
students come up with the extra funds?
20.

Are spouses and dependents/children covered in a student's budget?

21.

Is someone available to assist students with budgeting and financial planning?

22.
Does this school provide guidance to its students, and to its graduates/alumni, on debt
management?
23.

What medical school committees (e.g., curriculum committee) have student representation?

24.

Are students involved in (required or voluntary) community service?

25.

How active is the Student Council/Government? Are there other student organizations?

26.
Is there an established protocol for dealing with student exposure to infectious diseases? Is
disability insurance provided to cover this exposure?
27.
Does this school provide, or does the student pay for, vaccinations against Hepatitis B or
prophylactic AZT treatment in case of a needle-stick or accident?
28.
Is there a school Honor Code? Is there a grievance process/procedure? Are the students
involved?
29.
May I see a list of residency programs to which this school's recent graduates were
accepted?
30.
Does this school have strengths in the type of medicine (primary versus specialized care,
urban versus rural practice environment, academic medicine versus private practice) that I will want
to practice?
31.

Would I be happy at this school (for at least the next four years)?

