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1. Norway—1942" The Norwegian teachers” resistance is Bit one
of these resistance campaigns. During the Nazi occupation. the Norwe-
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gian Tascist **Minister-Presiones’ Vidkun Quisting, set out to establish
the Corporative State on Mussolini's model, sclecting teachers as the
first “‘corporation.” For this he created a new teachers' organization
with compulsory membership and appointed as its Leader the head of
the Hird, the Norwegian S. A. (storm troopers). A compulsory [lascist
youth movement was also set up.

The underground called on the teachers (o resist. Between eight thou-
sand and ten thousand of the country's twelve thousand teachers wrote
letters 10 Quisling’s Church and Education Department. All signed their
names and addresses to the wording prescribed by the underground for
the letter. Each teacher said he (or she) could neither assist in promoting
fascist education of the children nor accept membership in the new
teachers” organization.

The governiment threatened them with dismissal and then closed all
schools for a month. Teachers held classes in privatc homes. Despite
censorship, news of the resistance spread. Tens of thousands of letters of
protest from parents poured into the government office.

After the teachers defied the threals, about one thousand male teach-
ers were arrested and sent to concentration camps. Children gathered
and sang al railroad stations as teachers were shipped through in cattle
cars. In the camps, the Gestapo imposed an atmosphere of terror
intended to induce capitulation. On starvation ralions, the teachers were
put through “torture gymnastics'" in decp snow. When only a few gave
in, “‘treatment’” continued.

The schools reopened, but the teachers still at liberty told their pupils
they repudiated membership in the new organization and spoke of a
duty to conscience. Rumors were spread that if these teachers did not
give in, some or all of those arrested would be killed. After difficult
inner wrestling, the teachers who had not been arrested almost without
exception stoed firm.

Then, on cattle car trains and overcrowded steamers, the arrested
teachers were shipped to a camp near Kirkenes, in the Far North.
Although Quisling’s Church and Educalion Department stated that all
was settled and that the activities of the new organization would cease,
the teachers were kept at Kirkenes in miserable conditions, doing danger-
ous work.

However, their suffering strengthened morale on the home front and
posed problems for the Quisling regime. As Quisling once raged at the
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teachers in a school near Osle: “You teachers have destroyed every-
thing for me!™ Fearful of alienating Norwegians still further, Quisling
finally ordered the teachers” release. Eight months after the arrests, the
last teachers returned home to trinmphal receptions.

Quisling’s new organization for teachers never came into being, and
the schools were never used for fascist propaganda. Aflter Quisling
encountered further difficulties in imposing the Corporative State, Hitler
ordered him to abandon the plan entirely.

2. Berlin—1943 Itis widely believed that once the “Final Solution,”
the annihilation of Furope'’s Jews, was under way. no nonvielent action
to save German Jews occurred and that none could have been effective,
This belief is challenged by an act_of nonviolent defiance by the non-Jew-
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in the midst of the war, in the capital of the Third Reich, toward the
end of the inhuman effort to make Germany free of Jews—all highly un-
favorable conditions for successful opposition. The defiance not only took

v_mnm but wa woc::u_n.:u? successful, even in 1943, The foflowing account

ts by Heinz Ullstein, one of the men who had heen arrested; his wife
was onc of the women who acted:

The Gestapo were preparing for large-scale action. Columns of
covered trucks were drawn up at the gates of lactories and stood
in front of private houscs, All day long they rolled through the
streets, escorted by armed S§S men, . . . heavy vehicles under whose
covers could be discerned the outlines of closely packed humanity

. On this day, every Jew living in Germany was arrested and for
the time being lodged in mass camps. 11 was the beginning of the
end.

People lowered their eyes, some with indifferenee, others perhaps
with a flecting sense of horror and shame. The day wore on, there
was a war o bc won, provinces were conguered, “‘History was
made,”’ we were on intimate terms with the millennium. And the
public eve missed the flickering of a tiny torch which might have
kindled the firc of general resistance to despotism. From the vast col-
lecting centers to which the Jews of Berlin had been taken, the
Gestapo sorted out those with **Aryan kin® and concentrated them
in a scparate prison in the Rosenstrasse. No one knew what was to
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happen to them.

At this point the wives stepped in, Already by the carly hours of
the next day they had discovered the whereabouts of their husbands
and as by common consent, as if they had been sumimoned., a crowd
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of them appeared at the gate of the improvised detention center, In
vain the security police tricd to turn away the demonstrators, somge
6,000 of them, and to disperse them. Again and again they massed
togeiher, advanced, called for thewr husbands, who despite strict
instructions to the contrary showed themselves at the windows, and
demanded their release.

For a few hours the routine of a working day interrupted the dem-
onstration, but in the afternoon the sguarc was again crammed with
people. and the demanding. accusing crics of the women rose above
the noise of the traffic like passionate avowals of a love strengthened
by the bitterness of life.

Geslapo headquarters was situated in the Burgstrasse, not (ar [rom
the square where the demonstration was taking place. A few salvoes
from a machine gun could have wiped the women offl the square,
but the 58 did not fire, not this time. Scared by an incident which
had no equal in the history of the Third Reich, headquarters con-
sented to negotiate. They spoke soothingly, gave assurances, and
finally released the prisoners.®

F. Latin American civilian insurrections

Latin America is more famous for its political vielence than for non-
violent action. This may be an unbalanced view. There have apparently
been a large number of instances in Latin America of general strikes and
several cases of nonviolent civilian insurrections. For exampic, within a
few weeks in 1944 two Central American dictators, in El Salvador and
Guatemala. fell before massive civil resistance. These cases are especially
important because of the rapidity with which the nonviolent action
destroyed these entrenched military diclatorships. Attention here is fo-
cused on the Guatemalan case.

1. Guatemala—194433 With the help of the secret police General
Jorge Ubico had ruled Guatemala since 1931. Ubico was extolled in
some U.S. magazines as a *‘road-and-school dictator'; the men who had
faced his political police knew better. Time magazine called him an
admirer of Hitler's 1934 blood purge, and quoted Ubico: “*! am like
Hitler, I execute first and give trial aftcrwards . . .78

During World War Il many U.S. troops were in Guatemala. which
had joined the Allies. The Americans there promoled ideas of democracy
for which, they said, the war was being fought. These appealed especially
to Guatemalan students and young professional men. Other changes were
undermining Ubico’s position. Seizure of German-owned coffee fincas
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(plantations) in 1942 removed some of his supporters. Domestic issucs
were causing unrest, both among workers and within the business com-
munity. The dictator of nearby El Salvador, Martinez, had fallen a few
weeks previously in the face of widespread nonvialent resistance. That
proved to be a dangerous and contagious example. Action began in
Guatemala, mibdly—at first.

In late May 1944 forty-five lawyers asked the removal of the Judge
who tricd most political opponents of the regime brought before a civil
court. Ubico asked for specific charges against the judge. Surprisingly,
onc newspaper was allowed to publish them,

On the day prior to the annual parade of *cachers and schoolchildren
in tribute to the dictator, two hundred teachers petitioned Ubico for a
wage increase. Those who drafted the petition were arrested and charged
with conspiracy against the social institutions of the supreme government.
The teachers replied with a boycott of the parade; they were fired.

‘On Junc 20 a manifesto announced the formation of the Social Dem-
ocrat Party and calied for opposition partics, social justice, lifting of the
terror. and hemispheric solidarity. Students petitioned for university
autonomy, rehiring of two discharged teachers and release of two impris-
oned law students. Unless the demands were granted within twenty-four
hours, they threatened a student strike.

Ubico declared a state of emergency. He called the opposition “*nazi-
fascist.”” Fearful, many student leaders sought asylum in the Mexican
Embassy. However, young lawyers and professional men refused to sub-
mit Lo intimidation, and supported the students. On lune 23 the school-
teachers went on strike,

Ubico had once said that if three hundred respected Guatemalans were
to ask him to resign he would do so. On June 24 two men delivered
the Memorial de los 311 to Ubico's office. The three hundred and eleven
prominent signers had risked their lives. The document explained the rea-
sons for unrest, asked cffective constitutional guarantees. and suspension
of martial law. The same day, students marched past the U.S. Embassy
and emphasized reliance on nonviolent means. Officials seemed surprised
at the form of this demonstration. A peacelul meeting that evening de-
manded Ubico’s resignation. Later that night, however; police beat and
arrested hundreds at a neighborhood religious and social celebration.
Some blamed “*drunken bandits, previously coached by the police™; oth-
ers pointed to clashes between persons shouting anti-Ubico slogans and
the dictator’s strong-arm men.

The next day the foreign minister summoned to the National Palace
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