Uni versity of Col orado
Depart ment of Econom cs
ECON 3545
Fall 2005

I nstructor: Scott Hol |l aday Class: TR 2:00-3:15
O fice: ECON 306 Room EDUC 220
O fice phone: 303-492-6023 Ofice hours: T,R
12: 30-2: 00

And by appoi nt nment .

E-mai |l . Janmes. Hol | aday@ol orado. edu (preferred nmethod of
communi cat i on)
Website: http://ucsu. col orado. edu/ ~hol | adaj / 3545

| nt roducti on:

The subject of environnental policy is often one of great
enotion, controversy, and confusion. Historically, sorting
through the enotion and confusion of debates to decide on
the best course of action has been a challenge for the
public and governnent officials alike. The result,
especially over the course of the past 30 years, has been a
significant increase in the use of economcs as a tool to
help guide public policy with respect to environnmental
issues. This course is an introduction to the fundamenta
theory and nethodology used by economsts to help guide

policy makers. W will begin the course with a quick review
of m croeconomcs principles and nove quickly into
environnmental applications covering topics such as the
equi mar gi nal principl e, mar ket failure, benefit cost

anal ysis, efficiency vs. equity, the Coase Theorem and
different types of environnmental policy design. At the end
of the term we will review several specific environnenta
i ssues, identifying a problem exam ning existing policies,
and di scussing how these policies could be inproved. By the
end of the course, you should have a better understandi ng of
how to design an effective environmental policy and you
should be capable of following and understanding these
i ssues in the news.

Text book: B.C. Field and M K. Field, Environnenta
Econom cs, 3rd edition, 2002.

Suggested Text: Bjorn Lonborg. The Skepti cal

Envi ronnment al i st. Paperback ed, 2001.

Assi gnnent s:

-Honewor k: problens from the text, short answer questions.
Homework will be posted online two weeks before each exam
and due one week |ater. Dates will be announced in class
and in the course outline.

- Annot at ed bi bl i ography: pick 6-8 articles on a specific
envi ronmental econom cs issue. Cite the article in the
proper format and wite a one paragraph summary of the



articles nethodol ogy and conclusion. The articles nust cone

fromreliable sources. A CU librarian will give a lecture
on how to search for appropriate articles.

- Exans: There wll be two exans during the term
consisting entirely of multiple choice questions. The exans
will be non-cunulative. A few practice questions wll be
posted a week before the exam

- Fi nal : The final wll be a normal exam covering the

final portion of the class. The final will also have 10-15
guestions frommaterial on the first two exans.

G adi ng:

Honewor k 1 (9/22) 5%
Mdterm 1 (9/29) 25%
Annot at ed Bi bl i ogr aphy (10/11) 5%
Honewor k 2 (11/3) 5%
Mdterm 2 (11/10) 25%
Honmewor k 3 (12/6) 5%

Fi nal exam 30%

Renember all dates are tentative.

Not es:

- The Econom cs Department will nake reasonabl e
accommodat i ons for persons

wi th docunented disabilities. Students nust notify their
instructors no later than the first

week of term and provide docunentation of the disability
obtained fromthe Disabilities

Services Ofice located in Wllard Hall, Room 322.

-W will meke reasonabl e accommobdati ons for students who
have conflicts between religi ous observance dates and course
exam nations or assignnents. Please talk to ne at the

begi nning of the semester, if you think you may require such
accommodati on. For university policies on this and on other
t hi ngs, see www. col orado. edu/ policies/index. htm.

-For university policies on cheating and plagiarism and the
uni versity honor code, see
www. col or ado. edu/ acadeni cs/ honor code

-For a link to the course website go to: http://ucsu.colorado.edu/~holladaj


http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode

