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The West hosts the fastest-growing cities in the United States. In night-
time satellite photographs, some, such as Phoenix and Las Vegas, stand 
out as circles of light against a black background of open spaces (fig. 
2.1). Others sprout multiple tendrils that connect peripheral blobs of light 
in lopsided constellations, such as those across Southern and Northern 
California and northwestern Washington. Broad stripes of light mark 

urban corridors, stretched out along mountain fronts (such as Utah's 
booming Wasatch Front and the Colorado Front Range) and along rivers 
(such as the string of cities growing along the Snake River 

 
Figure 2.1 A nighttime satellite image of the West reveals a growing network of 
development against a dark background of open space. 
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