
TABLE 2. Main Elements of Smart Growth Policies:

/ Transportation Economic Development
Planning

comprehensive planning
Mixed land uses
Increased density
Street connectivity

Alternative/innovative water
infrastructure and systems

Public facilities planning

Pedestrianization
Facilities for bicycling
Public transit promotion
Systems integration and nodal networks

Neighborhood business 
Downtown revitalization Infill 
development
Using existing infrastructure

Natural Resource Preservation
Housing

Multifamily housing
Smaller lots Manufactured 
homes Housing for special 
needs

and diverse households

Community Development

Popular participation
Recognizing/promoting the unique

features of each community

Farmland preservation Subdivision 
conservation Easement 
conservation Transferable 
development right Purchase of 
development rights Historical 
preservation Ecological land 
preservation

minimize curb cuts, especially on arterials (National 
Wildlife Federation n.d.). The logic is as follows: "Gated 
communities, private road systems, and the introduction of 
disconnected cul-de-sac systems promote disconnections. 
Proper street connectivity, on the other hand, reduces miles 
traveled, increases non-motorized trips, and supports transit 
use" (APA 2002b, ill-B-7). Concerns over water 
infrastructure tend to initially arise from waste water 
problems. Increasingly, however, these concerns include 
assuring source water quality as well as wetlands protection, 
incorporating
the need to protect the natural function of stream and
wetland systems into all aspects of the planning process. 
Public service facility planning overall recognizes that such 
installations can enhance the viability of existing 
communities and reduce outward migrations. Efforts to 
avoid subsidies to new development through facility 
provision include heightened need justification standards for 
public financing of new facilities and public-private cost 
sharing with developers.

2. "Transportation choice means providing residents 
with multiple, safe and connected options-driving, rail and 
bus transit, bicycling, walking-to get from one place to the 
other" rather than being automobile dependent (EPA n.d.a, 
emphasis added). Pursuing this objective involves "better 
coordinating between land use and transportation, 
increasing availability of high quality transit service. . . 
[and] . . . ensuring connectivity between pedestrian, bike, 
transit and road facilities" (SGN 2002, 62). The common 
goal across all smart growth efforts in this dimension is 
simply pursuit of

reduced reliance on cars and, therefore, fewer miles 
traveled, lower road budgets, and less pollution.

3. Economic development, whether as a goal to be pro-
moted or as a process to be managed, is arguably a central 
concern of planning efforts, smart or otherwise. In the smart 
growth context, development promotion efforts involve three 
threads: encouraging neighborhood business, infill 
development, and downtown redevelopment. Encouraging 
neighborhood business reflects, first, building communities 
in which people can live, work, shop and recreate and, 
second, revitalizing depressed neighborhoods by 
encouraging new economic activity, thus supporting 
continued use of available infrastructure. Infill development 
involves using vacant and abandoned spaces, both for 
housing and new nonlocal businesses, in order to avoid 
urban area spatial expansion while promoting economic 
growth. Downtown redevelopment policies involve efforts to 
change the status of city centers as destinations and 
development targets by promoting more housing (often 
purposefully mixed income), employment, and public 
amenities as attractions for residents and recreational 
activities.

4. Housing policies generally encompass offering more 
options in order to provide households of all income levels 
with the ability to live in a home that meets their needs. 
Smart growth housing policies tend to promote alternatives 
to the postwar standards of the stand-alone single family 
home in income-segregated areas. The smart growth housing 
orientation is intended to create" opportunities for 
communities to




