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Introduction: The Contest of Public Lauds Policy Change

TABLE 1.1 Major Public Land Laws, 1960 to the Present

Multiple Use and Sustained Yield Act of 1960
Classification and Multiple Use Act of '1964
Wilderness Act of 1964
Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1964
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
Endangered Species Act of 1973
Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1976
National Forest Management Act of 1976
Public Rangelands Improvement Act of 1978
Alaska National Interest and Lands Conservation Act of 1980
Energy Act of 1992
California Desert Protection Act of 1994

tional land use constituencies in the mid-1960s and recommended that
the government charge "fair market value" for the use or development of
natural resources in federal lands.

Post-1960 Public Land Policies

Numerous changes in public land policy have occurred since 1960 (see
Table 1.1). Some of the newer statutes have been designed to accommo-
date a wider range of uses, whereas others have also dealt with proce-
dural shifts. The Multiple Use and Sustained Yield Act of 1960 provided
the Forest Service with a statutory mandate to broaden its mission be-
yond timber production and watershed management to include recre-
ation and wildlife preservation as well. The Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) was given a similar multiple use mandate in 1976 with the enact-
ment of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act.

But the stage for important changes in both substance and procedure
was set in 1964 with the passage of the Wilderness Act. This law allowed
lands under the jurisdiction of the Forest Service, Park Service, and Fish
and Wildlife Service to be designated as wilderness if the areas under
consideration possessed outstanding scenic and recreational qualities,
were largely unaffected by previous developmental activities, and were
of sufficient size (at least 5,000 acres) to justify their withdrawal from
most extractive land uses. But Congress also added opportunities for
public comment in the wilderness designation process.

Lawmakers sympathetic to the conservationist policy agenda subse-
quently expanded the range of permissible participatory activities to in-
clude litigation as well as written or oral comments. Consequently, envi-
ronmentalists were able to expand their influence over land management
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