
 
 
 

SUPERFUND’S 25TH ANNIVERSARY: 
Hundreds of Toxic Waste Sites Continue to Threaten  

Health and Water Supplies 
 
 
In Fiscal Year 2003, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) developed new 
indicators to gauge progress in the Superfund program.  EPA cleanup officials at 
Superfund sites must report annually and more frequently if warranted, on the potential 
for human exposure to Superfund site contamination and on whether groundwater 
pollution at the site is under control.  The EPA’s own data show that hundreds of 
Superfund sites pose threats to people’s health and the safety of groundwater supplies.   
 
When the EPA designates a Superfund site as “human exposure not under control,” it 
means that contamination has been detected at a site at an unsafe level, and the possibility 
exits that humans may come into contact with the contamination, and the contamination 
has not been treated, stabilized, or contained well enough to prevent human exposure to 
contamination. A site will be designated as "Human Exposure Not Under Control," when 
the following site conditions are met:  
 

• contaminant levels in media (soil, surface water, sediment, air, ground 
water) do not fall within the category designated as safe by EPA; and  
• the possibility exists that humans may come into contact with the 
contaminated media; and  
• the level of contaminants humans would be exposed to by the 
contaminated media does not fall within levels designated as safe by EPA.1  

 
The EPA reports that human exposure is not under control at 149 final and proposed 
Superfund sites.  These sites are listed by state in Appendix A.2  At another 158 final and 
proposed Superfund sites, EPA has insufficient data to determine if human exposure is 
under control.  These sites are listed by state in Appendix B.3 
 

                                                 
1 U.S. EPA website.  http://www.epa.gov/superfund/accomp/ei/ei_faqs.pdf. 
2 U.S. EPA website. http://cfpub1.epa.gov/supercpad/cursites/srchrslt.cfm? start=1&CFID= 
17672657&CFTOKEN=27456904. Searched December 1, 2005. 
3 U.S. EPA website. http://cfpub1.epa.gov/supercpad/cursites/srchrslt.cfm?start=1&CFID= 
17672657&CFTOKEN=27456904. Searched December 1, 2005. 
 
 



The EPA’s second indicator concerns migration of polluted groundwater from the site.  
When the EPA designates a Superfund site as “migration of groundwater pollution not 
under control,” it means that: 
 

Tests show that the ground water is contaminated, and one of the following 
four circumstances are met:  
• if the ground water has been stabilized to prevent the spread of 
contamination, but ground water and surface water has not yet been 
monitored to insure that contamination has not spread; or  
• if the migration of the contaminated ground water has not been stabilized 
to prevent spreading; or  
• if migration has been stabilized to prevent spreading and the ground water 
has been found to be draining into and contaminating a surface water body; 
or  
• if migration has been stabilized to prevent spreading, and the ground water 
has been found to be draining into, but not contaminated a surface water 
body, but there are no plans to monitor the ground water and surface water 
to insure that contamination has not spread.4 

 
The EPA reports that migration of groundwater pollution is not under control at 226 final 
and proposed Superfund sites.  These sites are listed by state in Appendix C.5  At another 
224 final and proposed Superfund sites, EPA has insufficient data to determine if 
migration of groundwater pollution is under control.  These sites are listed by state in 
Appendix D6 
 
The EPA’s human exposure and groundwater pollution indicators strongly demonstrate 
the need for additional funding to protect people’s health and our water supplies from 
near-term threats.  At best, however, these are only interim indicators of program 
achievement.  Controlling human exposure might be accomplished simply by creating a 
barrier between people and the contamination.  Paving a contaminated site with asphalt 
and putting a fence around a Superfund site might serve to control some exposure.  
However, paving over a dangerous problem does not mean the site is cleaned up.  
Containing contamination is not an acceptable substitute for site cleanup.  CERCLA 
includes a preference for permanent treatment of contamination and restoration of 
important groundwater resources, not just limiting exposure or containing pollution.  The 
Bush administration’s failure to attain even these initial protections – and refusal to 
support the polluter-pays principle – demonstrates the dangerous, real-world impacts of 
the administration’s priorities and policies. 

                                                 
4 U.S. EPA website. http://www.epa.gov/superfund/accomp/ei/ei_faqs.pdf. 
5 U.S. EPA website. http://cfpub1.epa.gov/supercpad/cursites/srchrslt.cfm?start=1&CFID= 
17672657&CFTOKEN=27456904. Searched December 1, 2005. 
6 U.S. EPA website. http://cfpub1.epa.gov/supercpad/cursites/srchrslt.cfm?start=1&CFID= 
17672657&CFTOKEN=27456904. Searched December 1, 2005. 
 



 
APPENDIX A 

Final and Proposed Superfund Sites Where Human Exposure is Not Under Control 
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